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CoryBooker.

Hello everyoneandwelcome.| ' huonoredanddelightedto
welcomeyou all heretodayfor QueerNewark,Our Voices,Our
Histories. | ’téll youalittle bit moreaboutthe genesiof this
projectshortlybut| ’ dalightedthatwe havetwo wonderful
eminern peoplehereto welcomeyou all. We haveMayor Cory
Bookerwhowill deliverthefirst welcome. And afterthat,

ChancellorSteverDiner. Sol e tweélcemeMayor Booker.
Goodmorning.
Goodmorning.

| felt theenergyonthefirsttime. T h a préttygood. | amthrilled
to standfor you todayandfeelsa depth of gratitudeto the
RutgersNewarkfor pulling our communitytogetherand
recognizingthatwe, in the collectiveof peopleof beauty people
of pride,peoplein struggleandpeopleon the pathtowardsa
greateryicherjustice. Thisdaylooksincredible. | waslooking
throughthe programandfeelingmyselfgetalittle tallerto know
thatwe arehavingtheseconversationsThatwe areexploringour
historyandl hope,re-committingourselvego thedifficult work
thatneeddo bedone. | am,andl wasjusttalking overin the
corner,still alittle startledat how this communityis still so

powerfully intolerant.

And whenl saythe community,| meanthis largerurbanspace

towardsgayandlesbianshisexualsiransgender] getalittle



frustratedwhenl seenotthedistantpastbuttherecentpast. When
| seethingslike aleaderin theeducationaivorld orderingteachers
to blackoutthe picturesof two youngchildren. Whenl seewhat
happenedo SakiaGunnandthelack of outragewithin our
community. Thelack of outragewithin our state. Thelack of
outragein our country,in our nation. | seethe quietstoriesthat|
encountefrom friendsof youngpeoge beingabusedandbeaten
andbulliedin their schoolsor in theirhomes. | getfrustratecthat

I’ vbeenmayorfor five-anda-half yearsandin acity this strong
andthis great,thatl happenedo bethefirst mayorto actuallyraise
theprideflag, samethingthatshouldhavebeendonedecadesind
decadesgo.

And sol’ ngladwe arepulling togethertoday. | ’* gladthatwe
areengagingn whatl ’ toid is thetenthtimethatw e ’ dore
this. But my hopeis thatthis fortify our soulsto continuethefight
because¢ h e stik somuchto do. While individualslike the
Kardashiansendto trivialize marriage] ' afittle outragedhat
we, asa community,cannotseethateveryonecanhavethe same
right to havetheir marriagewideotapedor TV andlastasmuchas
my breadin my fridge.

I’ matill frustratedthatthereis notenoughsafespaceserein
Newarkfor our childrento be. Sofrustratedthatwe have
ignorancehatstill controlsusandundermine®ur ability to make
advancements our commuity andhealthissueswellnessissues.

We havealot of work to do.

Sotoday,| wantto saythankyou to thosepeoplewho are
committedtoit. | wantyouto knowthatl standwith you. | ama
partof thiscommunityin spirit andin love andl will continueto

do everythingl canfrom my positionto makeadvancements.



StevenDiner.

Audience

StevenDiner:

Evenif it” pistbeingaconscientiou®bjectorasamayor. | have
chosemotto marryanybodyeventhoughl havethe powerto do
that,| will notmarryanybodyuntil | canmarryeverpody. My
momgetsupsetwith measl| saytime andtime again. My mom
getsupsetwith meif | ’ saielbefore. Shesays,” Cory, | justwant
youto marryoneperson. | appreciatehefactthatyouwill not
marryuntil this marriageof equality,but just marry oneperson

pl ease.”

Sowe aregoingto continueto fight andl know astoughandas
challengingasour historyis, it is a historyof strength. It isa
historyof perseveranceAnd | believethatour futurewill bea
time wherewe canlook our childrenin theeyesandnot say,* It
getsb e t tBaitiwe canlook our childrenin theeyeandsay,“It is
b e t tltasmettér. Thankyou.

Goodmorning.
Goodmorning.

Yes. I’ vbeenChancellorof RutgersNewarkfor nearlyl10 years
andoneof thefirst thingsl learned not quitefirst, butearlyon, is
neverspeakafter Cory Booker. BecauseCoryis soeloquentand

| ' guingto soundbumblingand—but nonethelesd, h athiewas
it workedout. Sol ’ reallythrilledto behereandl mustsay,in
my job, thirty timesa week,maybetwentytimesaweek,| getto
greetconferencesn subjectdike left-handedennisor right-
handedyolf or thingsl know nothingabout. And | usuallybegin
with my standardspeechaboutlet metell you aboutRutgers-
Newark And | alsoadd,l knowyoud o nwarntto hearthis, but

i tthepaidadfrom thecommercialsponsor.



Thismorning,l” ngoingto talk aboutthatspeech.But it actually
tiesin beautifully,centrally,to whatw e ' doiegtoday. Thereare
two thingsthatareparticularlydistinctivel think aboutRutgers-
Newark Oneis ourdiversity. US NewsandWorld Report,for
thoseof youwhod o rknotvthis, hasrankedcollegesand
universitiesacrosghe countryfor fifteen yearson theracialand
ethnicdiversity. And for all 15years,US Newshasranked
RutgersNewarknumberoneamongdoctoratgrantinguniversities
in thecountry. Andw e ’ vergproudaboutthatandl musthave
saidthattwentythousandimessincel ’ keenin thisjob, if not

more.

However becausef that,we werechosemsthe casestudyfor a
groupof highereducatiorleadersacrosghe country,whois
spendinga yearon aleadershiglevelopmenprogramandthat
programinvolvedakind of curriculumanda curriculumhadnever
studiedarealinstitutionandthatprogramjust cameto meand
said,"“ Canwe studyyou, therealinstitution,becausgou represent
diversitysodramaticallyin suchanimportantissuein higher

e d u c a tAndd said,5ure. Andtheycameandtheystudiedus.

And theythengaveustheir reportsandoneof thethingstheysaid

was,“ You haveextraordinaryracial,ethnic,religiousdiversity.

You talk aboutthat. You do professionatievelopmenaroundit.

But whataboutothe formsof diversity? Y o u ‘nattalking about
theLGBT. Y o u hattalkingaboutveterans.Y o u hattalking
aboutolderadults. All of theseareelementofd i verAdibh y . ”
fact, we haddonea few things,but not much,up to thatpoint.

And tha really woke us up andwe establishedhe Office of — |

forgot the exactname- but, yes,Diversity Supportandthanks
primarily to the extraordinaryeadershipf ProfessoBeryl Satter

who actuallyon my first day cameto me andsuggesteave doa



reception andsincethen,| think we haveembracedhisissuevery,

very substantially.

And I’ rbeingcandid. We werethinking of diversitystrictly in
racial, ethnic,andreligiousterms. And now,w e ’ thinking about
it muchmorebroadly,andaswe should And so,asl said,my
first point| alwaysmaketo peopleisw e ' temostdiverse
campusputin thiscontext,l ’ especiallyhappyto seethis
programbecause t ahextensiorof ourcommitmento abroader

definition of diversity.

Theotherthing thatl alwaystalk aboutis how RutgersNewarkis
anurbanuniversityanda universityin Newarkanddeeply
connectedo Newark. And whatdoesthatmean?Well, that
meansot only thatwe do serviceto the community,it meanghat
Newarkprovidesanextraordinaryrich arrayof opportunitiesor
teaching)earning,andresearch.And we havea communitybased
learningprogramthatgivesgrantsto faculty thatdesigncourses
thattakestudentsnto the communityandwe havegivensome
modesfgrantsto faculty to do researclon Newark. This project,
again,which Beryl Satterhasorganizedjs justa superbexample
andl’ vbeengoingaroundeveryplacetelling people,”Buti s n’ t

thiswonder ful 2?27

We know almostnothingaboutLGBT or queerhistoryof Newark.
It isarich subject,t’ profoundlyimportant,andl amjustso
thrilled thatthis conferences takingplacetodayandthatthe
conferences justthe beginningof anongoingoral historyproject
thatwill really enlightenus. Soit is exhibit A of whatit meando
beanurbanuniversity. Takeadvantagef whereyou are. Build
aroundthe extraordinaryjlearningopportunitiesassetghatwe

havehere,andthatis exactlywhatBeryl Satterhasdone.



Sol haveto beataweddingin WashingtorDC, sol’ ngoingto
leavein afew minutesbutthatleavings h o u budgesthatl
w o u | otherwisestay. | reallywish| couldhearall these.|
know it will berecordedand! will catchuponit. Butall of you,
thankyou somuchfor comingin. Beryl, thankyoufor your

extraordinaryjeadership.

Beryl Satter I’ ngoingto beverybrief. | justwantto justaddalittle bit about
the historyof this historicday. Today,Novemberl2,is a historic
dayandi tadayto beginthepubliccelebratiorof Queer Newark
andl justwantto tell you alittle bit abouthowwegothere.l * v e
beengivenalot of credit,butl d o rdéserveeally, becausenuch
of this camefrom writer scholarandNewarkactivist, Darnell
Moore,who abouttwo yearsagoor sosaidto me:Welive in the
city andi tsuckanamazingeity andt h e soenangfabulous,
brilliant activistsin the city andtheyhavenot—their storieshave
not beenrecordedandhavenot beencelebratedistheyshouldbe.

And he said,somehowwe shouldput togethersomekind of
interviewprojectto getthesepeoplé amazindives ontherecord.
Soit washis ideaandwe kind of talkedaboutit on andoff and
thenaboutnine monthsago,the chanceo makethis happercame
whenClementPriceof the Instituteon Ethnicity, Culture,andthe
ModernExperiencesaid,” You know, | would like our instituteto
do aprogramdealingwith LGBT Newark. And atthe sametime,
therewasanartistandLGBT activist,PandoreéScootersaid,“You
know, | ’laveto dosomethingaboutLGBT N e w a rSkthat
cametogether.Darnell,Pandoraand| decidedto brainstorma

little aboutwhatkind of programthis couldbe.

And we cameup with this ideaof ajoint RutgersNewarkand

QueerNewarkcelebration.And theideawasthatwe, the



University,would not planan eventandtheninvite the community
to come. Insteadwe, the conferenceglannersvould listento
QueerNewarka c t i Mdasdostwhatsortof conferencehey
would mostlike to see. And thenwe would work togethemwith

themto makethatvision cometrue.

Sothiswasour process.Darnellcalleda meetingtogethelin June
of 2011 Many peopleherewerethere. Aboutfifteen amazing
activistsandartistsfrom Newarkattendedandmyselfand Timothy
StewartWinter werethe only RutgersNewarkpeople. So
RutgersNewarkreally, we werethe minority here. But theycame
togetherandtheywentaroundtheroomandtheenergyin theroom
wasamazingandfabulousandpeoplejust talkedabouttheirideas
aboutwhattheywantto seehappen.And togetherthosepeoplein
thatroom, manyof whomwill beup ontodaytelling you their

storiesshaped o dsawent.

And theymadethefollowing points. First, theysaidthe city of
Newark,in fact, hasa historyof bothbrutality against.GBT
peopleandimmensecouragejmmensecreativity,immense

political activismamongqueerNewarkresidents.

Secondthatthis complexandpowerfulhistoryneedgo be shared

andpreserved.

Third, thatthis missionis especiallyimportantsinceAlIDS wiped
outawholegeneratiorandleft the nextgeneratiorof queeryouth
with few peopleto turnto for guidanceandmentoring.

Finally, thatthe preservatiorof this historyis immenselyimportant
asaresource.Not only for queerNewarkresidentgut for all

Newarkresidentsfor historiansfor artists,for activistsof all sorts,



locally, nationally,andinternationally. And especiallyfor the

gueeryouthof Newarkto whomthisis actuallydedicated.

Sobuilding on thisimportantinsights,we spentthe nextseveral
monthsworking togetherholdingmeetirgs abouteverytwo weeks
to createthe conferenceyou will seetoday,in whichthree
generation®f queerNewarkresidentswill sharetheir storieswith
eachotherandwith othergenerationgindin which theart, culture,
andcreativityof queerNewarkwil | becelebratechindpreserved.
Sothisis notonly acelebrationjt’ ahistoriceventini t owrs
rights. | t alsaethelarger—thisis the publiclaunchof a project
thathasalreadybegun,anothercommunityuniversitypartnership,
the QueerNewarkOrd History project. This projectis dedicated
to collectingandpreservinghevoicesandhistoriesof Ne war k'’ s
LGBT communityin all its beauty all its power,andall its
diversity. And this hasbegun Liberationin TruthandHMI areat
centerplacesior it atthe momentwith supportfrom Rutgers-
Newarkasmuchaswecan. | ’like MarenGreathousegust stand
up. L e tgiveherahand. MarenGreathouseiecentarrival in
Newark. Shewashiredrecentlyto headournewLGBTQ and
Diversity Center. Sheis a brilliant activist,awonderfulperson,
fabulouslyenergeticavisionary,andshewill be coordinating,
helpingto coordinatethe QueerNewarkOral History project,
whichis acomplicatedandambitiousendeavorbut | know we can
doit andwe aredoingit andi t alremdybeenamazing.

So,thankyou andwelcometo “QueerNewark Our Voices,Our
Histories” And thefirst thing youwill seeis abeautifulslide
showby abrilliant andtalentedNewarkartist, TamaraFleming,
whichwill showyou thefacesof QueerNewark activistsand

leadersandcommunitymembers.



TamaraFleming

Hi, goodmorning,everyone.l ' hapingyouwill enjoythis
presentation.It wasamazingto work with somanydynamic
people.l ' eonk touchedhesurface. It wasjustfour yearsago
thatmy firm, who | co-foundedwith Kimberly Williams, decided
to moveto Newarkto makea difference to bring somelight. We
knewthatit wasveryimportantfor peopleto startaddressinghe
LGBT community. Peopleof color,women,espedcilly in these
urbancommunitiesandsomy heartis openingfor | * sohappy
andexcited. Thisis only justthe surface. Therearesomanyother
dynamicpeoplethathavebeenamazing. Soyou sawtheir faces
andyou sawtheir quotesandthis is theinstructionsfor moving
forward| feel. If you areayoungpersonlisten,look andseewhat
our eldershavesaidbeforeus. | t theperfectguideto moving

forward. Thankyou sovery much.

[VIDEO PRESENTATIONFROM 00:17:01]

[BACKGROUND CROSSTALK00:17:42]

DarnellMoore

Canyou hearus? Goodmorning,everybody.Okay,so| havethe
wonderfultaskof moderatingandsitting with this panelhere. In a
sec,| ' shyhamesanddointroductions.But | alsowantto saya
bit aboutwhatw e ' intemdingto doin this conversatiormandl * m
goingto just askquestionsaandeachpanelistwill takeaboutthree
or five minutesto give responseandhopefully,we canhavea

goodconversation.

So,l shouldjusttakea deepbreath. | justhadthe commutefrom
Hades. And | literally justranthroughthedoorandl havebeen
runningfor abouttwo hoursnow andeverytrain thatl gotto, some
literally like this... nothingwould berunning. But | thoughtit was
awonderfulmetaphoifor whatit might meanto bequeer.
Honestly | hadto stopandsothisis whatit feelslike. We hit



PeterSavastano

DarnellMoore

PeterSavastano

barriers butwe find waysto overcomethem. Soherel amwith

thiswonderfulpanel. Canwe clapfor makingit thismorning?

Sol’ mitting with somewonderfulfolks andwe havebiosthatare
insideyour programssol w o nréatthroughthemall. But 1 will
justsaynamesandsaya bit aboutthefolk thaty o ubehearing
from. Sol ’ justgoingto usefirst namesecause t goisgto be
anintimateconversation.Nextto meis Peter. Peteris along

time,ifnotl i f et i me ...
Lifetime.

... residentof Newark,New Jerseyandis a professoiat Seton
Hall. Nextto Peteris Margeor Margaret. Margeis alsoalong
time residenthereof Newarkandoneof the bastionsof the
community. Nextto Margeis Jame<Credle, who manyof usrefer
to as[Mother Cradle] A stewardn thecommunity,hasbeena
long-time employeeof RutgersUniversityandalong-time activist
in thecommunity. And nextto Jamess thewonderfulNataly.
Natalyis alsoalong-time residentof Newark,New Jerseyanda

wonderfuladvocateandactivistin our community.

Solet pimpin. And | havetor e mi seethesearemy elders
andwe oughtto havereally goodconversationshatcanlastfor
hours. Unfortunately time is not necessarilyur friend today. So
eachresponseavill haveaboutthreeto five minutesfor each. Is
thatokay?

I’ nnterestedn hearingaboutyourteenageyears,your childhood,
whereveryou were. Canyou sayabit aboutthat? Wherewere

you? And | guesswve canstarthere,wantto?

Okay. | actuallygrewup very closeto here,justafew blocks
awayin whatwasoncethe Italian sectionof Newark. My family

10



DarnellMoore:

camehereattheturn of the 19" to the 20" century. A little laterin
life, I lived fartherup in North Newark,wheretherewasalsoa
largeltalian Americancommunty. | wentto boththe public
schoolandparochialschoolsherein Newark. | ’ theproductof
the1960sin manyways. Sol participatedn manyof the social
movement®f thatperiod,long beforetherewasa gayliberation
movementsit wasfirst called very earlyon. | haveneverbeen
ableto describemy childhoodin Newarkasanythingotherthan
brutal,violent,andmenacingunfortunately.| spentmostof my
time beinghunteddown by hostilepeoplewho hatedeverything
aboutme. And | movedaroundfrom oneschoolto the next
becaus@verywherghat! went,| wasmenacedndthevictim of
violencein form or another.Not only by fellow studentsput by
teachersatthetime whenit wastotally acceptabldor ateacheito
openlyridicule andmakefun of andhumiliatestudentdor
exhibitinganykind of difference. Not just differencearound

sexualorientationo r ...

| cantell you onestorythatcomesto my mind actuallyaboutmy
experiencevith my own mother,which probablyreflectsit all.
Shetold meoncewhenl wasaroundl12 or 13 yearsold. Shewas
extremelyworried aboutme, thattherewassomethingdeeply
wrongwith me. | thoughtshewasreferringto my sexuality,which
shewasindirectly,andsol said,“Whatis it? Wh a twrorsywith
me ?Andshesaid,“Y o u weird. You readbooks. Only weird
peoplereadb o o kl$oundmy solacein theworld of booksand
music. It becamewvhatsoothednefrom theviolencethatl

experienced.

Thankyou.
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MargaretWoods: | guesd givelieto thefactthatnotall African Americanscome
eitherfrom therural Southor from urbanareas.|l grewupin the
heartlandjn NorthwesterrPennsylvaniaFolksfrom
NorthwesterrPA d o rthink of it asthe heartlandout it is solidly,
solidly Middle Westwith Middle Westernattitudes.

Sol grewup atomboy. In afamily of five, | hadtwo brothersand
my parents.| guessecauseve didn’ know aboutthe Huxtables
atthetime, | hadaWardandJuneCleaverupbringingandfamily.

It wa s antil t went to collegethatl realizedthatwe werepoor.
My parentshadmiddle classaspirationsandtheycertainlyhad
thoseaspirationdor my brotherandmyself. My fatherd i d n’ t
graduatehigh school. My motherfinishedhigh school.

In termsof sexuality,] wasatomboy,nothingmoreor less. And
becaus@verybodyin my little smalltown,we ralkoutl16,000
people ranaroundandhadfun andcouldstayout until 9:00at
night. Nobodythoughtanythingabouta girl who liked to climb
treesandplay with the guysandcatchtadpolesn the streamand
thecemeterywherewew e r esupposedo be. | d i ddatereally
whenl wasin highschool. Partof it wasprobablybecausé wasa
fat kid andguysd o rparticularlylike fat girls. Sotheyd i d n’ t
look atme. Andit w a s uontil t realizedmy sexualpreference
thatl realizedl wasfortunatethattheyd i dlook atme. Because
I d i dhaveto gothroughthe motionsof actinglike thisis whatl
really wantedto do.

| wentto my high schoolprombecausé wasmy mothet enly
daughteiandyou haveto goto your high schoolprom. It wasthe
most,oneof the mosthorrific experienceg my life. Becausd
d o rikedressesindl hada promdresson andmakeupandwas

extremelyextremelyuncomfortable.

12



| wentto collegein southcentralPennsylvaniat anall-women’ s
collegebut! h a d recodnizedny sexualidentity atthetime. So
|’ imheaverandnotknowingit. Justnottakingadvantagef the
factthatl ' sarroundedy 699 otherwomen,someof whomwere
lesbianthoughwe obviouslyt h o sneonewasout. Whether
someof thewomenreally realizedwho theywereor not. Backin
1965,whenl startedcollege,you certainlyd i dtalk aboutliking

womenandpreferringto bewith women.

| guessn termsof my earlyactivism, it wasreally aroundsocial
justiceandthatwasactivismaroundraceandclassandpower.

And notreally sexualidentity.
DarnellMoore: Thanks.

Jame<Credle: Well, my storyis obviouslymuchdifferent. | grewup in theJim
Crow Southin asmalltownin North Carolina. Family of fourteen
children. Poorbutthe peopledownthe streetwerepoor. At avery
earlyage,beforel wasten,| realizedthatl wasdifferent. 1d i d n’ t
know whatthatmeantexceptthatl wasmoreinterestedn theboys

than—
[BEGIN SEGMENT2/12]

Jame<Credle: Theboysseemedo be gettinginterestedn girls, butl wasmore
intereste in theboysandparticularlywhenwe playedfootball, |
lovedtheideaof tacklingthemandthenjumpingontop andgoing
all that. And in theBlack Church,it wasanabominatiorthatman
lie downwith man. And sothatbecameconfusingto me. Because
| h a ddohetanyof that. | felt like | wantedto butl h a d aohet
it. And abominatiorbecamdike a sourceof confusion. As was
theidealof why someonewvill hateme simply becaus®f my
color. Sothoseaspect®f my life andthetermsof how seeing

13



“ Co |l On keshsandgoingto thebackdoorof placesand
neveratthefront doorandcertainlynot allowedto sit atthe
counter. And knowingthis feelingthat! hadvery negatively
impactedmeandl d i dkmdwtwvhoto goto or whoto talk with

andl hadno oneto talk aboutit.

Interestinglyenough] remembetalking with my sistersandsome
of my cousinsabouthow cutethe captainof the basketbalteam
wasandtheythought.. noneof themtold methat! betternotbe
talking thatway. We hada greattime talking aboutit. Gossiping
andall of that. But | learnecthatbeinga scholar,| wasatthetop
of my classin school,andthenl becamenathlete. Sol waswhat
you mightcall ascholarathlete. And thatwasaway of trying to
becomahe maninsteadof thesefeelingsthatl hadwhichwas
morelike wantingto bethewoman. At 17,1 movedto Newark
andthefirst thing thatstruckme aboutNewarkmorethananything
elsewasthatNewarkwasmoresegregateth manywaysthanl

felt it wasin the Southandthatbecameanothersourceof
contradiction. Like why would | cometo this city hopingto bein
amorepositiveplacefor myselfasapersonof color,asablack
person?At thattime,we will call it people. And finding thatno,
thatd i dexist.tYou canseetheline startsCentralWard, South
Ward,to Bloomfield Avenueandthenyou g e tasyougoacross,
you becomeblackandthenHispanicandthenwhite. And thatwas
sortof howthecity wasdivided. And | learnedearlyon thatmost

Americancitiesarethatway. Almostall of our citiesarethatway.

At 17,1 hadneverexperience@nddid not experienceactually
havingarelationshipwith amanuntil | wentto the military. And
duringR&R -1 draftedinto themilitary. | * aVietnamveteran.|
servedwo yearsin the military, oneyearin Vietnam—andl meta

manwho happenedo be marriedbut we becamdriends. And |

14



guessyou might saymy first datewasanR&R to Tokyo, Japan,

whenwe becameantimate. Neverin thecombatzone,but only on

R&R.
DarnellMoore: Thankyou.
NatalyEvans: Goodmorning,everyone.My nameis NatalyMaisonetEvans.

And why do | remember? remembetoo manythingsfor too
long. And probablywhat| needto dois to breakit because¢he
teenageyearsthatit wasfor manyof them,it wasdifferentfor
me. Thefirst thingthatl remembeis thatatthe ageof five, | told
my godmothethatoneof my girlfriendsis goingto give mea
weddingring. And shesaidgirlfriendd o e gine’bdysthe
weddingring. And thathasnevermovedoutof my head. But then
| startedto noticethatl wasattractedo theboys. Theboyswere
alwayslooking for me. Theboyswantedto play with me. And
everythingwasphysical. And atthattime,| ¢ o u | ushderstand
andl believeprobablyat theageof six, | wassexuallyabusedor

thefirst time. Not knowingexactlywhatit was.

And thenl, Natalyhadthe personalitythatnow | havehadall her
years. As amatterof fact, if | think thatthe persorwho Nataly
wasattheageof five, it #esamepersorthatNatalyis at57.
Thenwhathappenedvasthat Natalydevelopedhe personality
thatshehasandthe personalitythatshehasis whatshehas. It was
nothingto changebecause h athe pessonalitythatl have.
Growing upin PuertoRico, you aredifferent,butwhocaresf | * m
different,| ’ nme. Sotheycall you pato. Patomeanghatyouare
gay, | think, afaggotor somethindike that. Who careswhat
peoplethink becausehisis me. Sowhenl really realizedthat|
wasadifferentpersorthanthe persornthat! wasborn. | said,so

what. | t likest neveroccurredto methatit wasabigissue.
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BecauséNatalywasNataly. And peopleneedto respecNatalyas

who Natalywas.

Thenattheageof 17,1 decidel to cometo this country. Whenl
decidedo cometo this country,| wantedto havea differentlife
which 1 didn” knowwhatkind of life it wasgoingto be. Sol
wantedto cometo this country. Sowhenl cometo this country,
andl realizedthelife thatl wantedto live,t h awhénkbecameo
beachild. Until theageof 17,1 wassomething.After the ageof
17,whatl realize thatmy goalwasto becomeawoman. Thenl
becamegirl. Andwheny o u 17arely o u agirleyoudoalot
of crazythingsbecauseg o u actinglike y o u afoueyearold
andafive-yearold anda sevenyearold attheageof 17. But that
wasfine. Thatwasokayfor me. Evenif | haveto walk around
with flip flop andpantyhose.Becausd wantedto wearpantyhose

evenif it werewith flip flops.

But oneof thesethingsthatonetime, somebodysaysto me. Do

you know thatif —andl wasworkingin ahangarcompanygven
thathasto bemy first yearof college—sol decidedustt o they
saidif youmoveto Hartford, Connecticut- andl wasliving in
PerthAmboyin New Jersey.In Hartford, Connecticutthereis a
programfor transgendersl d o rknotvwhatthatmeant. They

will give you hormones.Theywill give you counseling.l saidl * | |
pick up all my stuff in a Greyhoundous andherel go, | movedto
Hartford,Connecticutpbutl d o rkhowwherel wasgoing. |

know | wasaftersomethingout| d o rkhnotvwhatthatafterwas.

| gothereandfor thefirst time decidedto seealot of otherwomen
like me. Because/ou seegaypeople,you seepatos,you seea lot
of things,butl don $eeme. | neverprostituted.| neverwasinto

drugs. | neverwantedto beashowin front of everybodyand

16



dancingwhich | adoredto seebutl ¢ o u | seamyselfdoing
that. Sol goto Hartford. | hadto bein welfarebecausdor youto
bein welfare,youwill beableto getall thesethingsthatthe
governmentvasgiving you. Thevisits to the psychologistto the
psychiatrist. You will getthe Medicaidto getyou hommonesand

everybodywantedto havetitties. | wantedto havetitties.

Sol gothereandl beginthe procesghatl don know whereit
wasgoingto takemeto. | decidedto enterinto arelationshipthat
of coursejt wasnotagoodrelationship.| decidedto bewith this
PuertoRicanguy who usedto beatmeup all thetime. Becausée
d i dwahtmetowork. Becausédieneededo supportme. Like

everywomangoesthrough. Many of us,| shouldsay.

So,in Connecticut spentaboutfive years. Going to psychiatrist
andpsychologistindsoonandonandon. Until oneday,the
socialworkersaid,you haveto go backto school. We'  rnet
goingto payyou for no moreof thatstuff. | said,okay. Soherel
am,with my nicedressandmy heels,goto theso-called
manpoweiprogram. And herel goto themanpoweprogramwith
aboutanothetundredpeoplethatat thattime wastrying to learn
Englishto dowhatevertheyhaveto do sohereNatalygoes Two
weeksafter| wasin thatprogram,a counselosad, “ haveto take
yououtforajob,h u nt il saig,” MeJbbh u nt i Theythad
thesepeopleherefor six, severmonths why me? He said,“ Bm
promisey 0 u gonnegetajob becausgouhaves k i |They . ”
took meto the schoolof medicineatthe UConnHealthCenterin
Farmington. And do you know that!| washiredon thespot? Thus
went,my wholelife changed.l becamea secretaryhathardly
speakanyEnglishandl wastrainedby the greatespersonthatDr.
[RayAllen], PhD,is. And this persontaughtmeto bepolitical.

Taughtme howto speakEnglish. And taughtmehowto behavean
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all kindsof environment.And amongall of thosethings,oneday |
learnedthat AetnaHealthInsurancewill payfor my surgery,pay
becauseé wasworking, | was a Stateemployee.In 1981,1 became
thewomanthatl amtodayattheageof 27. T h a wherghe
womanbegan.T h a whersny life started. Soeventhatl am57
yearsof age,in mylife, | ’ 30. Becausany life startedtheday

whenl| becameawoman. Thankyou very much.

DarnellMoore: | canlistento you all for days. Your storiesareamazing.| wantto
veerawayf r o ihequestionsarefor theyouth. All of you
talkedalittle bit aboutthe notionof difference. Beingvery aware
thatyou weredifferentfrom othersbecaus®f, you know. You
sortof wentthebooks. You, thisideaof b e ¢ 0 mibeinga..
tomboy. Jamesyou know, becominganathlete. Nataly,
embracinghis aspecbf yourselfaswoman. | ’ wendering,you
hada conceptof yourself. Did you know otherpeoplearoundyou
who might havebeenexperiencinglifferencethemselves1d o n ' t
know if you call themlesbian,gay,bisexual transgendeut were
you awareof others friends,family membersn your circlesof
youthor asteenagerspr asadults,who might havealsobeen
facingsomeof the sametypesof issues.

PeterSavastano:  Yes,mostdefinitely. We call themqgueersandfagsin thosedays
andsissiesandnot queerin the Queertheorysenseof theword,
t h afdr Suee. | thinkit" probablyafairly commonexperience
thatw h e nwell, | ' justispealkfor myself. Taughtasl wasto
hatewhat!| was,| notonly hatedit in myself,but hatedit in others.
Somanytimes,to deflectthe attentionfrom myself,| did to others
whatwasdoneto me. | d o rkhowif gaynessunsin families,but
| couldsaythatmy motherhadthreeor four cousinsmaleswho
appearedo belike me. Oneof whom,babysafor meandwasin

the habitof wrappinghimselfin mymo t h @mainsanddancing
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throughthehouse.l d i dkmdwif thatwaswhatl wantedto be,
sol wassortof alittle takenabackby thatinitially. And there
werecertainlyothersthat! wentto schoolwith. Evensomeone
whois heretodaywho wascertainlythevictim of the samekind of
ridiculethatl was. And someof thosepeoplearestill my friends
today. But yes,certainlytheywerevisible but notto beadmired
andl think we alsokeptour distancgrom eachotherbecauseave
knewthatguilt by associatiorwould probablybring the samekind

of discriminationandviolenceuponusasa group,for being

individuals.
DarnellMoore: Thankyou.
MargaretWoods: | wasbornin Pittsburghin theprojects,in w h a talledtheHill

District. We movedto New York whenl wasaboutfive, excuse
me,aboutfour. And atfive, wecamebacktomymot her ' s
hometownin NorthwesterrPennsylvaniawhichis | considemy
hometown. And | remembethefirst Christmaghere. We were
gettingreadyto openup presentandmy parentsh a d founda
houseyet sowe lived with my grandparentandmy auntanduncle
in atwo-family house. It wasadoublehouse. My grandparentsn
oneside. A maidenauntwho nevermarried,who | hadsome
guestionsaboutbutasl got older, but sheneveridentifiedasbeing
alesbian. And my auntanduncleontheotherside. We ’ all e
sitting aroundthe Christmadreeandthis mancomesn. And| ' d
neverseerhim before. And everybodyis all excited. And people
startcryingandt h e grhbraeinchim andaswe startedopening
gifts, theygavehim somegifts. And hestartedcrying. And |

c o u | figume'outwho this manwasor why hewascrying. |

d i dkmdwuntil probablyl0, no probablyl5 yearslaterthat
Elton,who| grewup with, andwhowasnow | know aqueenhad

justcomebackfrom a statepsychiatrichospital. He wasthe only
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African Americanmanin acircle of menin my hometown.All the
menwerewhite with the exceptionof him. TheywereCatholic
priest[s]andthe sonsof the doctorsandlawyersin my hometown.
And theygotbustedonenight. And thewhite mensaidto the
police,if you publicizethis,y o u gomgto betalkingto my

f at hattornéysory o u goimgto haveto dealwith the Catholic
Church. Elton basicallysaid,” Y e & hafaggotandwh at ' s
wr o nAnd for that,hespenttwo or threeyearsin the

psychiatrichospital.

| didn" fully appreciatevhatthatmeantuntil | wasabout25. And
sothatwasmy .sortof my first introductionto someonavho
identifieddifferently. My recollectionis | d i dgmow tip with any
friendswho | thoughtliked girls or liked boysbecause/ou haveto
understand-1 ’ 64— andwhenl grewup,t h asbmethingyou

d i dtalkabout.| t notske thatyoud i dtalk aboutit, butin
the African Americancommunity,it w a s anythingthatwaseven
apossibility. Soit w a s evenamatterof thinking aboutit.
Becauselackfolks justd i ddothdt. It wassomethinghat
white folks did anddefinitely,if y o u blackethatd i dhappen.

Sol found outagainwhenl wasaboutl5 or 16 thatoneof my first
cousinswasgay. And Elton hadtakenhim underhis armandsort
of mentorechim throughthevery roughwatersof my hometown
in PennsylvaniaMy cousin,John,diedof AIDS, now almost30
yearsag. Butl remembehim assomeonavho wasextremely,
extremelytalented artistically. He wasextremelybright. He was
a b o uptobablyeightor nineyearsolderthanmeandhe
graduatedrom Syracuseandhewasprobablyoneof just a handful
of African Americansvho hadat his generatiorgraduated.John
taughtme,asl gotinto my laterteensthatit wasokayto be

different. Butagain,l d i dmarhewhatthatdifferencewas. | just
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knewthattherewassomethingthatl w a s quitetike everybody
els. And | watchedthe quietbattlesthatJohnfoughtasan
African Americanmanin asmalltownin PennsylvaniaWhenhe
escapedo goto Syracuseandhe cameback,he would comeback
andh e bedvearinglime greensocksandyellow pantsandared
blazer. And it was,again,asl gotolder,| realizedthatthatwashis
not-so-subtleway of dealingwith who hewasandannouncingo
his family, into his community,thathewasa gayman. So
interestinglyenoughjt wasgaymenwho taughtmeto beginto be

comfortablewith who | wasandnotto apologizefor that.

And thenjustlastly, | remembewhenl metmy partnerat 25 and
shecamehomewith meto my homein PennsylvaniaWe vgene
backhomea coupleof times. Andw e "athgyauntandu nc | e’ s
houseJah n p a r ehnusesWe ' attbhetablebecauseve did
everythingaroundthe tablewith food andmy family. We were
gettingreadyto eat. My aunthadleft theroom. My cousinJohn

wasin New York. Hew a s batkhome. And my unclelooksat
meandsays,” Wh awirédngwithy o u And | said,” Wh dotyou
mean?Wh a wrorggwith me ?And helookedat [Aidel], my
partnerandsaid,” We bakigally,why areyou with her? There

hasto besomethingvrongwithy o u .

Now, again,thewordswerenevertheidentification,wasnot put
therein termsof alabel. But thebehaviorhewassayingwasnot
naturalandl remembemwhenl getreallyangryl comecloseto
blackingout. And thatfeelingsortof cameoverme. And |
remembeturningandlooking athim and saying,” A nydo u the e
al t er nAadjustas#t catneoutof my mouth,myauntcame
into theroom. And shemusthaveseenthelook on my face. And
shemusthavesaidmyf a mi nicknansfor meis Margieand

theyknewmy temper. And sol know sheis saying,” O IMargie

21



DarnellMoore:

MargaretWoods:

Jame<Lredle:

DarnellMoore:

Jame<Lredle:

MargaretWoods:

Jame<Lredle:

isabouttogoo f fButit wasmyu n c Inane.$needto rescue
Bud somekind of way. Soshestartedshovingfood atusasaway
to justshutusup. And hadshenotcomein theroom, | probably
would havecontinuedto havesone choicecommentdor my uncle
andl ’ matquitesurehow thatwould haveplayedin my family.
But my auntwasableto kind of just quietthewatersa bit andafter
that,my uncleandl just sortof kepta polite distancefrom each
other.

Thankyou. And by theway, your cousinJohnsounddike me.

Yellow socksa n d ...
Oh, yeah.
Greenpants.

Yes.

Redblazer.

High-top sneakers.

Therewasonly onepersorthat | knewin the communitywho |
thoughtwasa cousinwho was,asdescribedn my community,
funny. Hew a s gayar homosexuabr anythinglike that. He
wasfunnyandl d o rkhow eventodayif thatwastrueor not. But
thatwastheonly time. But | comefrom avery small—whenyou
saysmall,| ’ tadkingabout200people. No traffic light. 1 * m
talking aboutsmall. You guystalk aboutsmall,you talk about
thousand®f persons.l wassaying200people. Thatwaswhenl
wasgrowingup. | * G@sofromthetimethatl wasableto do
anythingasfar aslearningwhatcommunityis all about,thatwas
thesizeof thecommunityandi t abautthesamesizenow. We

still d o rhaveatraffic light. We haveprogressedio someroads
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thatarepaved. We ’ akaythatway. But asfar asit goeswhenl
movedto Newark,| movedwith the purposeof doingwhatmy
sisterhaddone. Sheworkedasa domesticandshewasthefirst
onein thefamily to graduatdrom college. Shegraduatedrom
ShawUniversityby being adomesticherein Newark. Well, with
families. Shewould cometo Newarkto live with my auntand
unclebutshewould work in the surroundingcommunitiesor
white familiesandthereforeshed i dhaverentto payor food
andall little stuff. And theyalsogavehera stipendandclothing
stuff like that. Soshewould go backto Shawandshegraduated.
Sol cameto live with herwith the purposeof working andgoing
backto school. | graduatedhird in my classsotheideawasto go
backhomeandgoto ablackcollege. Although| really wantedto
goto North Carolina,which atthattime, wasanall-white
institution. Instead] startedworking andl startedsendingmoney
hometo helpmy family, thenl got draftedinto the military and
oncel gotdraftedinto the military, the housethatmy family was
living in wassopoorthatl decidedthat!| couldusemy stipendto

buy my family ahome. Sol usedmy—

[BEGIN SEGMENT3/12]

Jame<Lredle:

...G Ibill while I wasin the military to buy my family ahome |
sayall of thatto saythatwhenl metmy first partner,we playedon
the basketbalteamtogetherandwe threw passest eachotheron
thebasketbaltourt. In themiddle of thegame hew a s yeah,
thatwaskind of ap a s Bewasmy partnerfor 11years. And |
sayall of thatto saythatwhenl wenthome,my family knewthat
Nick andl werecomingandtheyhada bedfor usto sleepin.
TheyacceptedNick, theyacceptedne. And my family, my
motherandfather,cameto Newark. My fatherlovedtheYankees

sobeforehepassed| took him to a Yankeebasebalgame. But
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theymetN i ¢ parestsandalthoughwe neverhadadiscussion
aboutour relationshipandthefact thatl wasgay,| wasvery proud

thatmy family acceptedne. | still am.

NatalyEvans Goingbackto my yearsin PuertoRico, thereisal o twhatmakes
adifferencein the peoplethatl metin PuertoRico wasthefact
t h aisthatherewastheguywhowantedto bewith meandthe
guywho wantedto bethefriends. Sothe guythatwantedto bethe
friend, someof themtodayt h e gdy,t B e abeutoseor two,
andotheronetheysawthatw e ' gayethentheywerenot gay.
Whatevetthat,theywenti n t lutthatwaswhenl wasvery
young. | wasprobablylland12 atthattime. | lived in avillage
in PuertoRico. Sowhenyou go to high school,yougoto the
town. | t likesyou goto downtown. Soonceyou goto
downtown,thenyou meeteverybodyfrom all of thevillages.
Becauseverybodygoesto the samehigh schoolanddefinitely
you hadthe samepersonthatyou arein your village.

Whenyou goto high school,you seethatthereis somanyother
peoplethatlookssimilarly like you. And thenwe all bunched
together.We wereunitedeventhoughwe didn' knowwhatwe * r e
doingbut we werehangingout togetherduringthe day, at night.

And | think thatwasthefirst groupof peoplethatl believew a s ...
we weresupportiveof eachother. And oncel cameto the United
Statesthisis the samepeoplethathelpedmeto moveto

Connecticut.

Whenl wentto Connecticut] wasableto seethatregardlesshatl
havemanyotherfriends,we’ rtadkinga b o uittwasabout30 or
40 like mein half of Connecticut.Everybodylooking for thesame
thing. But regardles®f | wasdifferentthaneverytody else,|

d o rknowwhy. Wewill look alike butwe wereall different.
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And thatdifferencemovedmeinto gettingajob like manyother
peoplec o u | geétajobt Thatdifferencehelpedmeto follow my
dreamof havinga surgery. But oncel hadasurgery, somebody
saidto meonetime, we needto navigatethroughtheworld andwe

haveto beableto notbe seerby anybody.

We arewomen,we havebehavedike womenandwe havejustto
golike afly, like aleaf, undetected | think it wasl i k thatwas
thewayto be. Sot h awhatlslid andunfortunately] neverhad
the chanceof a nurturingenvironment.And thenwe hadthe
chanceof havingalot of otherpeoplebecauseverytime | seea
persornlike me,we look ateachother,we knowwho we arewith
eachotherandeverybodywould walk theirownway. Becausef
threeof usaretogethergeverybodyknows. Soif we all move

around,nobodywouldknow. T h a whatswastaughtto do.

And thenit wasthefactthat,asmuchasl wantedto be partof the
community,if | will goto agaybar,peoplelook atmefunny.
Becausé didn' belong.l1c o u | dbthedance.Orlc ou lddn’ t
the positioningandthemovement.l ¢ o u | dd thdt. 1 wantedto
dobutlc oul dand u |.gobto thabarbecausé wantedaman
andl d i dkni a w mean, talosofthingst h airtsidesne.
Andt h awhatlsactuallydid. | becamahewomanthatl am. |
hadhadmy issues.| hadhadmy problems.But| d o rthink that
my problemsarebecaus®f my sexuality. But my problemsare
all the problemsthatwe haveashumanbeingsandaswomen. So
| havebeenmarriedtwice, goingtowardmy third marriageand
onetime, | wentbackto PuertoRico afterl got marriedin 19821
believe thatwasmy first marriage. | decidedto go backto Puerto
Ricoto the peoplewho seemebornwherel grewup. | wentto
motorvehiclewith my newdriver license. My nameis Nataly

MaisonetDel Valle. And | ' afemale,soherel amwith my
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driverlicense. | gotamotorvehiclebecaus | neededa Puerto

Ricandriverlicense.

It turnedthatsomebodyrom my village wasworking on motor
vehicleandl haveforgottenmy driver licensefrom Connecticut.
Sowhenl camebackwith my driverlicense,guessvhat,you
cannotbeableto getadriver licensebecausesuchandsuchand
suchandsuch. | havelearnedthat! needto follow therulesof the
law. But | havemy rightsandl havemy responsibilities.Soif |
committo my responsibility,| betterhavemy rights. And theday
thatl left thesurgeryroomin 1982,it wasanattorneywho signed
thatfrom this dayon, you areafemaleandl mustberespectes
one. And alot of youwho knowsme,alot of peoplewantsto be
boxedinto somethingelse. No, Nataly Evanshasto beafemale
whereverl go becausavhenl left the surgeryroom, aftersomany

years,alawyersaidyou areafemale.

Undertherulesof this country,whenl changedny name,| was
told | wasfemale. Sol do notallow absolutelynobodyto tell me
thatl amdifferently. Andthat exactlywhatl told the peoplein
motorvehicle. Sotheygavememy driver licensebut threeweeks
later,it wasa privatedetectivelooking for me. Becausaheyhave
identifiedthatmy birth certificatewasdifferent. | wentto a
lawyer. | saidthisis whatl have. Well, you haveto call Vital
Statistican SanJuan. Godonly knows. | took all of my paperdo
Vital Statistican SanJuan,PuertoRico. In lessthanahalf an
hour,| left Vital Statisticswith abirth certificatethatsaidthat

Nataly Evanswasbornasafemalein 1984.

Let metell you, | haveheardsomanystoriesaboutbirth
certificates.| havehadsomanystoriesaboutSocialSecuritycard.

But NatalyMaisoneteverheardaboutthisis my papers.| did my
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NatalyEvans:

responsility to gothroughall of the channeld¢o showyouwho |
am,give mewhatis mine. That all | wanted. And believeme, if

| amthepersorthatl amtoday,i t becauseijrst of all, youneed
to knowwhowe are. You knowto know you. And onceyou

know you, you havea setof responsibilitieso me. And onceyou
meetthatsetof responsibilities| wantmy rights. And up to today,
| makesurethatmy rightsaretakeninto consideratioreverywhere
thatl go. Do | seemy friendseverywhere?Do | seesame of

my ..lrespeckverybody.| love everybody.l wish| canbe
closerto this communitymorethanwhat| am. Becausd amis in
me. Well, life taughtmethatyou haveto go outlike theleafand
fly aroundbecausavhatl wastaughtatthattime, thatyou haveto

becomdike everybodyelsein America. Thankyou.

Well, all right, Nataly. I ’ guingto shootaboutthreequestionsat
you. Sothisoned o rthink too hard. Thisis sortof fun. Thefirst
isgoingtob e i.tgoisgto besortof like agame. Soyou gotto
give metheanswerandthenw e ’ goirgto moveright on. All

right? Whatwasatypical outfit for you atthe ageof 16? Go.

Cutoff pants,sandalsarippedshirt with tie dye,loadsof beads,
long hair— hardasit is to believe—tied in abraid,andin the

winter, along coatthatcameall the way downto my ankles.
Lovely. Go.

| shudder.A shortskirt, a blousewith a PeterPancollar, and

shoulderlengthhair.
Next.
Justtight pantsanda T-shirtto accenthe positives.

A lot of makeup, shortskirt, andcleavage.
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All right. Whatwasyour favoritesongat16? L e tstarswith
Nataly.

You askmeto think toofar. Damn. Thereis notonesongfor me.
Give meacouple.
| d o rhaveasongat16.

Okay. And if youc a nhink of songsmaybeyou canthink of a
bandor atype of musicthatyouwerelisteningto. Whattype of

musicdid you listento?
| love salsa.

| guesso particularsongeither,but ArethaFranklinwasalways

partof my list becausshespoketo somethingleepera n dyeah.

Remembet grewupin the Midwest. SoNorthwestern
Pennsylvaniahalf anhourfrom the Ohio stateline, so Midwest.
Countryandwesternmusicbecausét wasall theyplayedonthe
radio. And thenwhenmy brotherscamehome, it wasThe
TemptationsandArethaFranklinbecause¢heycamefrom New
York City andbroughtwhat! now knowis realmusic. But | do

like somecountryandwestern.
[Crosstalk00:12:51]countryandwesternfan, you know.
No, | ' beingfacetious

TightenUp by Archie Bell andtheDrells.

All right.

And Do the FunkyBroadway.
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DarnellMoore: All right. T h e romemare. Thistime,w e ’ goilegto startwith

Marge. Whatwasyour mostmemorabledate?
MargaretWoods:  Goodor bad?
DarnellMoore: Either.

MargaretWoods:  WewereatS o n nBar. Iswasmy senioryearin high schooland
| wastrying to fit in sol wasdating. My smalltownis alsoa
collegetown. Sol wasdatingafreshmann college. And my
parentsweresoglad| wasdatingtheyd i dmirid thathewasa
freshmann collegeand| wasstill in high school,my senioryear.
And in Pennsylvaniayou hadto be21to drink. Therewereonly
two blackbarsin my hometown. Onewasthe Triple City Elks.
Andif youtheElks atall, thatwaslike bucketof blood. Sol knew
| betternotevenbeseencloseto there. S 0 n n Migueed,was
safebecausé wasallittle moreacceptablel hadacoat. My date
andthe couplewe weredoubledatingwith weredrinking and
teasingme. | hadthecar. | hadto leaveto go pick up my father
who workeda secondshift atthe plant. Which meand hadto be
donethereat 11:00at night. | pull up, my dadcomesout of the
plant,heopensthedoorandmy fatherrarely cursed)ookedat me
andsaid,” Wh thehell whereyoudoingatS o n i yAnd!l * m,

“ B uWbut] trying to getit outof my mouth,I ’ saying.“ Y o u
wereatw o r Knto'my mind,| ’ saying,” H oimthe blankity
blankdid you knowthatl wasatS o n r? yWedl in the passingof
folks goinginto the plantandfolks comingout of the plant,
somebodygrabbedloe,my father,andsaid,” Y o daughtemasat
S o0 n n ySormmy worstmemorabledatewasbeinggrounded
becausé wasatS o n n yc osu | edptainthatl d i ddminkt
And hadall my auntsandunclesfor the nextweekbadgeringne

aboutsoiling thefamily namebecausé wasatSonny’ s
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Quickly, my bestdatewasmy first datewith my partnerwholl
metin 25, andit wasreally thenthat| reallyidertified who | was.
| metherat 25, we weretogetherfor almost25 yearsandshedied
aboutl3yearsago,breastcancer. And somy bestdatewas
meetingherandhavingmy first datewith herwherel couldbegin

to really understandvho | wasandto embrae myself.
Wherewereyou, by theway?

Wherewasl? | wasin New Brunswick. Living in New York and
aprofessomy senioryearin collegewasthefirst African
Americanprofessoiof my smallcollege. Shemovedto —andwe
becamegoodfriendsbecausehetook all of blackwomensortof
underherwing to getusto this smallcollegein Pennsylvania- she
cameto Rutgersaftermy senioryearandtaughtat DouglassAnd
whenl cameto New York, we would go, we would all sortof
gatheratherhouseandshehadaparty. And | hadmetAidel and
| ' Weentalking aboutherandshewasaboutfive yearsyounger
thanmeand| ’sdidto Frieda theprofessor; Y okoow,| ' met
someonebuts h dive yearsyoungerandl ' motreallysueif |
shoulddot h i And Friedabasicallysaid,” G alife andbring
hertothep a r tAgd.sdl broughtherto ahousepartyin New

Brunswick.
Thanks. James.

Forme,it waswhatl mentionedbefore,andthatis mytript o I..
wasin themilitary in Viethamand| took R&R with Harold.

Wh a R&R®

Restandrelaxationfrom thewar. And we wentto Tokyo, Japan,
andhow it happenedhatwe gotintimatewaswe startedwith a

massagel give greatmassagesAnd hegavemeagreatmassage
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andthingsjustledto otherthingsandit felt like beingona
honeymoortherestof thetime thatwe werethere. But of course,
thatwasonly aweek. Sowe hadto go backto thewar. And |
thinkt h awhenl think backonit, theideathat! d i dkmdwif |
will surviveVietnamgaveinspirationfor meto act. Otherwise)
d o rknowif | would haveacted.

DarnellMoore: Thanks. Nataly.

NatalyEvans: Do youreallywantto know?

DarnellMoore: Yes.

NatalyEvars: Themostmemorableeriodsthat! havein my life is five days

aftermy surgerywhentheyremovedall thetubing. | haveto go
andpeein thetoilet andbecause lot of peoplesays,” We you ,

d o rknowwhathappensfterthesurgery.l d o rkhowif you
havefeelings. Youd o rkhowif youd o rhavef e el iAndgs . ”
whenl sit onthetoilet andl peefor thefirst time, andl feel that!|
wasfully alive,thathasbeenthe mostmemorabldife of my life.

Jame<Credle: | ' sdyit wasthebest.
PeterSavastano: T h a @hardoneto follow. | ’try.|
MargaretWoods:  Yeah.| ' giadi tybusandnotme.

PeterSavastano:  Well, | guesd '’ justlprefacethis with sayingatleastwhenl was
growingup, therewerestrangdadeasaboutwhatthe curefor
homasexualitywasgoingto be. Soasavery youngboywhenl
startedo exhibit strangebehaviormy fatherwasconvinced
baseballvasthe cure. Sol spentmostof my childhoodhitting
ballswith abat. It did notcureme. And then,thethoughtwas
goingon dateswith womenwould bethe cure. Somy first worst

datewaswith Susarwho | wentto high schoolwith andit wasto
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goseet h eit.wasadoubledateandit wasto go seeThe Soundof
Musicin Montclair. Firstof all, to go from Newarkto Montclair

waslike goingfrom Newarkto Parisin thosedays.

And | remembejustfeelingreally weird like it wassuchastrange,
really strangdit. And thenmy first datewith aman.. well, this
wasmy generatiorof gaymen. You hadsexfirst andthenyou
decidedwhetheryou weregoingto go on adateor befriendsor
whateverit is was. Soby thetime | gotaroundto afirst date,it
wasa guestwho wascomingto dinnerexperiencdor two reasons.
| wasbringinganothemanhometo dinnerand| wasbringinga
black hometo dinner. In anltalian family in Newarkin those
days,thatwasnotsomethingonedid. | think therewasa partof
methatsortof did it deliberatelyto provokemy family, frankly.

But thosearethetwo experienceshat| remember.

DarnellMoore: Canyou sortof painta picturefor usof gaylife, queerlife in
Newark? Justgive usa senseof sortof whatthatwaslike for you.
| know all of you arrivedat differenttimes. Werethereclubsand
barsto gointo? Wheredo peoplecongregateWastherea sense
of communityhere? Entertainment? t abmadquestionbutgay
life in Newark,whatwasthatlike? Whatwasyour sortof first

encountewith that?

PeterSavastano:  Yes. | meantherewereall sortsof placesonecouldgoto meet
othergaypeople. | think of whatusedto be calledthe Fairy Loop
in BranchBrookPark,wh e r e ...

MargaretWoods: Usedto be?

PeterSavastano:  Well, it maystill bethat. But | remembeme would all goand
hangoutthere. Therewerebenchesve would sit on. Eventually,
oneday,| remembegoingandthebenchesveregone. Sothe

32



EssexCountyParkCommissiorhadcomeandremovedhe
benches.And thenl remembetherebeingotherthanMu r phy '’ s,
therewasa barup on 5" Street,calledThe OtherWorld, andin
fact, thatwasthe placewherewe hadthe first meetingof thefirst
gayorganizationn the EssexCountyareacalled The Organization
for GayAwareness. And | ’ gtill veryfuzzyonthis. | d o rknotv
how this happened|, musthavebeenabout18 or 19 yearsold, but

| remembebeingtakenwith somefriendsto somewherén
Newarkat 2:00in the morningwhereit appearedo bethis kind of
movingdiscoor partyandit was,| remembertherewasmaybe
threewhite peoplethere,which | wasone. Therewereloadsof
dragqueenghere,sexworkers. Themusicwasincredible. The
incensewasgreat,if you knowwhatl mean. And | remembethe

nextthing I knew, it was11:00the nextmorning. And it wasfun.

MargaretWoods:  Incensewill dothatfor you. | ' probablygoingto losemy
lesbiancredentials.Gaylife for mewhenl camein early* 8 s
Newarkwasreally non-existent. My partnerandl did, notthatit
w a s hereput my partnerandl did mostof our partyingand
socializingin New York. That,| think, largelywasbecauseshe
wasadamanthat! runasocialserviceagencyworking with kids
andgiventhehomophobian the African Americancommunity,
shewasconcernedgboutmy reputationaboutmy job, andsomost
of whatwe did wasin thecity. | neversteppecafootinMur phy’' s,
which | knowis almostsacrilegiousbuti t my seality.

Somy first realintroduction,l guessto gaylife wasl wasrunning
Tri-City PeoplesCorporationwhichis still on South19" Street
andl wasliving in New Y ork andit wasbeforewe movedto
Newark. And therewasa persorwho | lovingly calledDorathe
Dyke becauseshewasthis big, strong,strappingwvoman. And

short,natural,verydark. And whenl camein asthenewdirector,
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Jame<Lredle:

MargaretWoods:

Jame<Lredle:

MargaretWoods:

DarnellMoore:

MargaretWoods:

Jame<Lredle:

MargaretWoods:

shedecidedo like me. Soshe took mearoundthe neighborhood
andbasicallysaid,” D o meéss$with herbecauséf youdo, you
gonnahaveto answerto me . Well, if youhadevermetDora, if
you hadanykind of senseatall, youd o nwaritto messwith her.
Sofolks left mealone. Sol couldtravelinto New York City from
work at 11:00at night, standingout on South19" Streetand
SpringfieldAv, waiting for the bus,andnobodytouchedme.

Doragotmarried,invited meto herwedding,andl saidto my
partner,” We 'got®® gotothisw e d d i Angshéis saying,
“ Y adragmefrom New York City to Newarkandnow, you
expectmetogotoagayw e d d i Angshefinally agreed.And
theweddingwasatP e o p Cheicewhichisabaruponthetop
of MarketStreeta n d ...

First Choice.
First Street.
First Choice.

FirstChoice,l ’ sworry. It wasFirst Choice. Yeah,thankyou.
First Choice. And thatmy first introductionto the gaylife in
Newark. | wentto agayweddingandDorahadatux onandher
bridehada gownon anda ministermarriedthemandthenwe

partiedat First Choice.
Whenwasthat, by theway?

Thatprobablywould havebeen’ 8 '2 8 @qbably.
Yeah, 8 0 s .

Yeah,it wasin the* 8 eal.
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Jame<Lredle:

Yeah. Berniewouldknow. * 8 0@ight?

[BEGIN SEGMENTA4/12]

PeterSavastano:

Jame<Lredle:

You weretheflower boy.

My introductionto Newarkwasreally asa resultof HIV/AIDS. |
d o rknow,somepemle mayknowthatl wasvery actively
involvedwith the ViethamVeterandMlovementprior to getting
involvedwith the LGBT andgaymovementndatthetime, |
joinedagroupc a | | vehenl.first becamanvolvedwith thegay
movement] joinedagroupcalledM e n well, it wasBlack and
White Men Together. And thereason joinedthe groupwas
becausé foundthatwhenp e o p | wastrying to getinvolvedin
New Jerseyput | foundthatit wasmostlywhite maleled andtheir
agenda i dfm with thekindofi s s utlkeghadnoconcerns
aboutthe community. And sincel wasinvolvedwith the Vietham
VeterandMovementandwassecretaryor yearsto the National
Associatiorfor Black Veterans) spentalot of time dealingwith

issuef racism.

Theexperienceahat! gotfrom trying to join the groupsin New
Jerseywastheysimply wasnotinterestedn that. Theywere
interestedn gayrightsasopposedo whatl felt neededo bedealt
with andthatwashumanrights. | think that still anissuetoday.

| sthecontradictionthatgoesonin our community.

In anycase| joined Black andWhite Men Togethebecausé¢hey
wereworking on racism,sexismhomophobiaheterosexismand
anti... andHIV/AIDS discrimination. Sothatfit well with an
agendahat| felt we neededo dealwith. And from 1980to when
thegroupstartedto 1990,1 will goto New York everyFriday
nightandatthetime, | hadjustfinishedmy 11-yearrelationship
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with Nick andl wasseekingto do otherthings. Sofor thosel0
years,| wentto New York almosteveryFridaynightandwe
discussedhesassuesn [CR] sessiongandl gotto meetpeople
like BayardRustinandAudre Lorde andevenJame®Baldwin.

Both of whom spoketo our groupfor thefirst time.

Thefirst time theyspoketo a gaygroupwashbecausef ourwork
andbecauseve wrotetheissueghatwe weredealingwith in our
newsletteandwe sharedt with peoplelike thembecausave
wantedto invite themandwantedthemto know of ourwork and
theywereour visionariesandin fact, the groupandwhatwe were
aboutwasmodeledafter Bridge CalledMy Back. And it was
issuesnf womenof color who weretalking abouttheir experiences

andwe modeledourwork aroundthatkind of comingtogether.

Andin 1990,MACT wascalledby PattiePenDavisPattie
LaBelle,the Houseof LaBelle,becausgeoplew e r eénemberof
the HouseCommunityweresick anddying andnot getting
intimationaboutHIV/AIDS prevention. And for me,| hadbeen
involvedin a studygroupin New York because waspartof Men
of All Colorssincel982. | hadbeeninvolvedin astudygroup
aroundissuesf behaviorandwhatwashappeningn orderto
preventHIV/AIDS infection. And atthatpoint, | saidi t timsfor

meto go home.

Sol workedwith anothemperson]BarbaraFord]to write a grantto
the stateto do HIV/AIDS preventionandwe targetthe House
Community. And that whenl becameantroducedo thegay
communityin Newark. Althoughl lived in Newarkandl hada
partner Nick, andwe spentmostof ourtimein New York.
Occasionallyl will goto barsbutonly whenfriendswould come.

| wenttoMu r p hiydidgotoMu r p hlydid goto theFirst
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PeterSavastano:

Jame<Lredle:

Choice. And of coursepnewill neve forgetthe Paradiseésarage.

Thatwasthe placeto go. Thatwasin New York, however.
[Crosstalk00:04:45]Therewerelots of Newarkerghere.

Yeah,andvery, very muchtheplaceto be. In anycasemy work
begann Newak atthatpoint. And hopefullypeoplewill geta
chanceao seesomeof thework we did aroundthatbecauseve
foundanactualHot, Horny, Healthy,[Wet, Wild, Well] process
thatwe useto helppeopleunderstanéboutHIV. Unfortunately,
we weredoingthis work andbecauseve weredoingit with the
housessomeoneayot word aboutwhatwe weredoingsothey
decidedn the Trentonianthattheywould castigateour work. And
the statecomesdownandright now, the statewill notallow any
grantsthathasanything aboutit, thathasanythingaboutBallsin it,
becauseheyweresayingthatwe wereusingfundsfrom the state
to buy stiletto hills andwigs andgownsandstuff whenin fact, we
paidfor the Balls throughthe fundsthatwe got from peoplewho

came.

And | mustsaythatthefirst nightthatwe did the Ball, it was
Februaryjt wassnowingandablizzard,andl said,” O Ichild, this
hasbeento thebadtimeto haveaB a | Thoséwhotold mefrom
theHouseCommittee," D o woarry, folks will showup.” And
honey,by thetime 12:00came we hadover500peoplein the
houseandthe Balls werea hot thing for usandl hopepeoplegeta
chanceaoseeb e ¢ a usBoaldl.doalittle thing aboutit now?
Couldl ...Yes,I will.

May 5™ of 2012,we will havethe Newarkis Burning, Too:
Walkingfor Tens. Sobuy yourtickets. Because t goilsgto be
hotupin Newarkon SaturdayMay 5th,2012. We ’ goiaegto
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h a v giveyoualittle tasteof whatit is like to goto aBall, if

y 0 U hevezbeento one.

Darnel Moore: And beforewe moveon to Nataly,theremaybe somefolks who
| matfamiliar with Housesor Balls, canyou saylike afew

wordsaboutwhatthatis?

Jame<Credle: | guesghebestdescriptionthatl canmakeof it is not necessarily
anactiveone,butit mostlyreflectwhatpeoplewo u | d n ' t
understand Peopleknow aboutfraternitiesandsororities. And
theyknow whatthatexperiences like. | t agmupof like minds
andpeoplecomingtogetherfor a particularcause.Well, in the
HouseCommuniy, therearemothersandfathersfrom thevarious
housesvho actuallymentorsandpeoplewho look out for young
people manyof whomwho havebeenwhatwe call runawaysand
throwawaysandonecanimaginewhati t likego bein afamily
whenyou arevery young,maybeevenl2 or 13 yearsold and
becausgousay,“ thinkl * gma yyoutfamily says,” Y o uoutr e
of here. Y o u halomgerapartof thisf a mi Angwhat

happengo thosekinds of youth?

SotheHouse havebeena placewherealot of thesekidsendup
andtheyendupin placeswheretheyarementoredtheyarehelped
andassistedo goto school,to continuetheir schoolingto
hopefullygraduate.But the Ballsis a partof what| call the self-
esteenbuilding becausé¢he Balls allow you to be on stage allow
you to exhibitwho you arein avery profoundway thatpeople
enjoyandpeopleappreciatandit cancertainlybuild your egoand
makeyou feel like you belongto somethingoiggerthanyou are.
Andt h awthatadl of usseekandsothe Houseghathavebeenin
placefor youth. And | guessasl said,thebestwayto describat

it noteecessarilphysicallyahousealthoughthe Houseshave
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DarnellMoore:

NatalyEvans:

DarnellMoore:

MargaretWoods:

helpedpeoplestayin homesandhavehelpedput food onthetable

for thosewho needit.
Thankyou. Nataly.

| think thatNewarkis a wonderfulplayground. And it hasbeena
wonderfulplaygroundfor me becausé amquitedifferentandwe
haveadiversityof peoplein Newark. In PuertoRican
neighborhoodsgverybodyis about4 * %™ ,2But.in Newark,you
get5,5 " and5 ' @dmen. Sol flow verynicely. Sobetween
goingtoL a n c andF esr n aandhbhtheseotherclubincluding
Mu r p hl flow $ike everybodyelsesol think thewholecity of

Newarkis awonderfulplaceto be.

Thanks. | justhaveonemorequestionfor usaswe sortofe n d ...
andt h e @ne,reflectingon sortof your own life journeys,
whereyou aretoday. Whatwordswould you leave ,whatwordsof
wisdomdo you havefor generationso follow? And you cansort
of speakwheneveryou feel movedto do so.

Well, | guesd '’ sdyto youngpeopleto standon the backsof
peoplewho camebeforeyou. | ' wery clearthatl standonthe
backof Elton, of my cousinJohn,of my partnerAidel. Theygave
methecourageo identify who | wasandbewho| am. And at 64,
andasl look backon my journey, | realizedl hadseveralcoming
outs. | cameoutwhenl first starteddatingAidel andadmittedthat
| like women. | cameout, my parentdiedwhenl was24 and25.
Sol nevercameoutto them,but| cameoutto my two brothers,
who areeightandnineyearsolderthanl amoncel hadbeenwith
Aidel for afew years. And theirresponséo mewas,* Wh t@dk
yousol o n @fcdbursemyresponsewere,” D a mhwa$

worriedaboutthis andtheyjustsaid,” Hey . ”
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| realizedthatl wasembracedy my family andsupported.They
nevernamedherelationshipbetweenAidel andl, buttheycalled
hertheir nieceandtheir sister. And sol’ dayto youngfolks,i t ' s
notanissueof it getsbetter. | t anissueofi tokay. And
embracevho you areandbewho you areandif you do that,then

y o ufigdrdyourwaythroughthisjourneybecausdife reallyis a
journeywith lots of upsanddowns. But youfind family. Andi t ' s
eitheryour biologicalfamily ori tthetamily youmake. Andl ’ v e

hada combinationof both.

And thenlastly, becaus®f my journey,|I’ vrealizedthatl * | |
apologizeto nobodyfor who | am. And peoplewill eitheraccept
mefor whol amortheyw o n ‘Aridt h aokay.8ecause t ' s
theirright to dothat,buti t mysightto bewhol amandasan
elder,| guess] sayto the generationshatcameafterme, mentor
youngfolks. Givethematouchstone.Givethem amodelthat
saysyou canbewhoyouareandi tokayto bequeerwhatever

thatmeandor everyindividual.
DarnellMoore: Thankyou.

Jame<Lredle: Well, you saidalot andi t hardto addto that. A coupleof things
| would add. Oneis thathaveyour comingoutasalife-long
experiencen thesensdhaty o u alwagsgoingto meetsomeone
new. Y o u alwagsgoingto encountesomethinglifferentthat
d o nyoutandyou haveto expresghatwhoeveror whateverthat
mightbe. Soin effect,you hawe to comeoutagainandagainand

again.

Thesecondhingis somethinghatl mentionedeforeandl think
it" erucialfor usasacommunity. And thatis we really needto
envision,to build, to create andthensupportour own institutions.

If we do not havethoseinstitutions,thenwe will havenothingthat
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we canleaveto our youth,to our family, to our friends,to those

who comeafterus. Thatsayswho we are,whatwe did, andhow it
mayimpactyou in decidingwhatyou wantto do with your life and
how you wantto go forwardandwhatthe challengesrethatyou
aremeeting. In otherwords,you havea history andif you have
thathistory, you canaddto it andchangethingsandmakenewas
opposedo alwaysrepeatingvhatmaynothaveworked. Andi t ’ s
importantthatwe alwaysconstantlynmoveforwardandseekto do
newwork. T h e ramt ofsold work outtherebut unlesswe
understandhatold work, thenthe newwork is goingto bemore

challenginghanit needto be.

And finally, if thereis somethingvery complicatedremembethat
complicatedhingsalwayscanbereducedo simplethingsstepby
stepby step. And patiencds importantbecausesyou go through
thingsstepby stepby step,you getto the complicatedpartbecause
you havetakenpart. You havetakena partto thingsthataresmall

anddoableandthatyou felt you couldhandle.

NatalyEvans: | believethatthe mostimportantthing thatl canpassto othersis
you haveto be honesto yourself. You mustknowwho you are
beforeyou moveoninto anythingyoudo. Andd o rtakeno
shortcuts.Becauseshortcutsdo notexist. D o nbelievethat
havingavaginaor a nice or goodbootsis goingto makeyou the
persornthatyou arebecauseheymaylook good,t h anbtivi®
you are. Sotherefore you haveto beableto build yourselfwith
responsibilityandwith rightsbecause¢hatis whaty o u gomgto
takeuponasyougoonin life. Andi tnewergoingtoend. To
today,asfor me,beingheretoday,it hadbeena stepforwardin
my life andl appreciateverybodyfor inviting me becausdor the

manyof youwho knowsmefor manyyearsproballyy ou’ v e

nevereversawthatNatalywould be sitting wheresheis today. So
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PeterSavastano:

| appreciatehefactthatl havecometo theinstitutionandl have
neverbeenfar awayfrom herebut | havealwaysbeenscaredf it
becausehe personwho Natalyis. Butto end my piece,begoodto
yourself. Beresponsible. And makesurethatyou exerciseyour
rightsall thetime. Becausef youd o nsormhepodywill eatyou

outandyou aretoo preciousto let somebodyelseto eatyou out.

| guesd would say givenwherel comefrom, thekindsof odds
that| facedto getfrom thereto wherel amatnow, is nothingshort
of amiracle. Somiraclesarepossible.| know thatat somepoint
in my life, | hadto makea decisionandthatdecisionwasthatthere
wasatruth thatlived insideof me aboutmyself,thatno opposition
coulddeny,no oppositioncould smotheror destroy,andl was
goingto live outthattruth, eventhoughl d i datwaytsunderstand
fully andcompletelywhatit wasandl think thatit cancontinuesto
revealitself to mein waysthatl neveranticipated.Whenl think
thatl comefrom incrediblepoverty,incredibleviolence,abuse,
andneglect,andthatl amtheonly personn my entirefamily to
haveaB a ¢ h edegreeaMa s t degréegaPhD,howthat
happened, do notknow exceptthatthis forcethatl describeasa
spiritualforceinsideof mepropelledmeandcompelledmeto do
that. T h a théfirst.

Theseconds, | do not believethatanyof thosethingswould have
happenedn the way thattheydid if | hadnotlived all of my life in
thiscity. | encounteregeople.| encounteredircumstancesl
encounterettnowledgeove, compassionsupportin a placethat
in retrospecseemsncrediblysmallto menow asopposedo |
remamberasalittle kid walking aroundthis city andthinkingit
wasthebiggestcity in theworld. And whenl wanderaroundit
now, | seeit’ eeallyaverysmallplacein manyways

geographicallyspeaking.It hasnoneof themagnitudeatleast
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DarnellMoore:

geographially, thatl thoughtit did then,butit hasasmuch
magnitude.It hasasmuchsophisticatiorasNew York City, as
SanFranciscoasLos Angeles,asall thesedifferentplacesthat!
usedto fantasizeaboutasa youngmanthatl wantedto beas

opposedo wherel was.

Whenl look out andseethe facesin thisroomof peoplethatl
havegrownup with, peoplethat! havecollaboratedvith onmany
socialchangeassuesnot only the sexualityissue theraceissue.
It mustanincredible,incredible, wondeful, wonderfulgift. And |
think if nothingelse ,we shouldall remember] would saythat
whereveryou are,is the bestopportunityyou canhaveto become
who you really areor who you wantto beor to discoverthe

mysteryof whatthatis.

Thankyou. | seewhy all of thoseforcesweretrying to keepme
from this panel. And for beinghere,my heartis touchedandl = m
certainthateveryonan theaudiencescanwe pleasegive thema

roundof applause.

[BEGIN SEGMENT5/12]

PeggieMiller:

Goodmorning,goodmorning. L e tgivesagreatroundof
applausdor suchabeautiful,beautifulday. Amen. My nameis
PeggieMiller, aswe stated.| am CEO of PMPEnterpriseand
underthat,backin 2000, 1 justfelt thatbeinganaggressive
woman,| felt like | wasin thebackground.l ’ like,* Y okoow, |
wannabeseentoo, like thefemmeg i r | abvayssaid,” Y o u
know, | wannashowoff my waresandmy style becausé thought,
| said,” T h & nothingmorebeautifulthananaggressivevoman

inas u i With Somefunky shoes.
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Sothatstartedandl teamedup with sisterfrom anothemother
here,andwith herfashionandstyle,thenwe broughton anew
millennium butchfashionshow,which now have.. we gaveshows
all aroundNewark. It waswell-recaved. Theycamefrom all over
for ourfirst showandl wassoelatedbecausét wasa sold-out
showthatwe hadto turn peopleaway. Theywerejust soexcited
to seeaggressivavomenin their styleandit wasjust fantastic.
With that,we havebeenmoving forward anddoingalot of things
for theaggressivevomen,not only showingexactlyour styleand
whatwe have,butwe aretrying to moveto otherlevels. We came
outwith amagazineight nowthatwe aredoing, NMB magazine

which we have.

And alsowe havecomingforth, we' rgettingreadyfor our second
tablebook.Whaty o u gomgto seelateroncewe getfinished
here. Sol ’ guingto let my partnerspeak.Y o u gaingto see
somefootageof whatwascapturedrom my greatNew
Millennium Butchmodels. Theyarewonderfulandl justwanted
thatto be capturedn abook,atablebookthatwill betherealways

bethere,somethinghatwill bealwaysbeseen.

And sothat surrentlywhatwe aredoingnow, movingforwardin
2012. We areworking on adocumentaryo documengeverything
thatwe havedonefrom 2000andmovingforward. Justto hold
this footagebecauséo meit is important. Thisiswhol am. |
standin my truth. | amanaggressivevomanandno longerdol
wantto bein thebackground | wantto beseenyespectedand

lovedfor whol am.

And also,l wantto justgive onepropbeforel turnit overto a
greatpartnerMiche Bradenwho s currentlydoingan off-

Broadwayproductionof TheD e v iMusic.sPleasestandup,

44



JaeQuinlan:

Tim StewartWinter:

FemaleSpeaker:

Miche. Shehasbeenwith methroughthisatSt.L u k &Heaterin
New York. Soif youhavesometime, checkit outandJae takeit

away.

| justwantto addthatNMB or NewMillennium Butchasthe brand
sowhenyouhearNMB, t h awthatve e ’ refegringto, is more
thanjustalook good,feel bettertype of thing. Whatwe have
createds a spacdor masculineidentifiedlesbians.Not only to be
recognizedbutto uplift, supportandmentornot only oneanother,
butthe upcominggenerations.Soaswe move forward, it is our
intentionto work in the communityasmentorsfor thosecoming
underneatho createanenvironmenbf informationandeducation

andsupport. Not just for the MILs, butfor everyone.

| think thatthereis aneedin the communityfor some

“ e d u ma,Tifaypuiwih, mn who we areandwho we arenot. So
havingsaidthat,theimagesthatyou will seemostlyareof our
African Americansistersthatarepartof ourtroop. | wantto sayin
this forum thatwe arelooking for morepeopleto representhe
communityin adiversityof ethnicities. Sol amthe persorthat
you needto see. If youfeellike you canstrut your stuff, wantto
strutyour stuff, wantto reintroduceto doingsomethingnew.
Pleaseseeme afterwards.Roll thatbeauiful beamfootage

becauseave arebeautiful.

Goodmorning. My nameis Tim StewartWinter andl teach
HistoryandLGBT Studieshereat RutgersNewark | wantto give
aquick shoutoutto my studentsn Introductionto LGBT Studies,

manyof whomarehere. And without furtherado,l e getstrted.
Sothisis thepanelonthemiddlegeneration.We...

|’ beih themiddle,thankyou.
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Tim StewartWinter: We haveJune Jae Bernie—Bernard,andKitab. Somaybewe

Kitab Rollins:

couldstart off by havingyou eachtalk alittle bit aboutyour
childhoodandteenage/earsandwhatthosewerelike for you.
And how you first cameto Newark,if youcamefrom somewhere

else. L e tstarthere.

Well, | ’ awirtual life-long Newak resident.| wasbornand

raisedhere theWestWard. Sol grewup with my mother,my
father,my two siblings. My grandmotheflived upstairsandmy
grandfathedid aswell. My auntlived downthestreet. Somy
family, my closefamily wasr e a | wewereall really closein

proximity andkind of growingup.

Sol grewup. | prettymuch.. my family knewthat! wasgoingto
begaywhile | wasreally youngbecausé would run aroundwith a
towel on my heador put my pajamabottomsasmy hair andthe
topsasmy little skirt. Thatkind of stuff. | ’ playwith my

mo m’ Herclothesandherheelsandall that. But | wasa playful
kid. | wasaprecocioukid. | wasacolorful characterasl still
am. But | hadareally fun upbringing,l mightsay. My parents
werearound. Travelledaround. Well, we werealwaysout and

about. We did alot of family activities.

But from ayoungage,| wasalwaysexposedo openlygaypeople.
My auntalwayskind of hada gaggleof gaysaroundher. Shewas
aselfproclaimedhag. Sol alwaysknew... | alwayshadareallife
view of whatgay peoplelook like, howtheyactedwho theywere
andit w a s n it wasneveraforeignconcept. It wasneverlike
bad. It wasn e v eyous. h o u bedike that. Theywerealways
fun, cool peopleto bearound. And | alwayskind of aadmired
them,
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JuneDowell-Burton:

And soalthoughl hadthesefemininetendenciessa child,
althoughit wascoolto knowthem,bearoundthem,it wasn t
necessarilypecoolto begay. Sot h anbthosvl identified. |

di d Meélthatl wasgayreally. | justhadthiswaysaboutme. |
w a s netessarilgheckingtheboysatayoungageeither. | just

hadthis kind of girly ways.

Somy childhood,elementaryandteenage/earswereregular. |
can saythatl grewup gettingteasedr bullied or anything. And
eventhoughtherewasalwaysakind of buzzgoingup in schoolif
| wasgayor not,it d i ddetrattfrom beingpopularor having
friendsor anythinglike that. | hadavery positiveexperience
growingup. And sochildhoodandteenage/earswereformative.

Theyweregood,| mightsay.

Well, | wasbornandraisedin St. Louis, Missouri,solike Marge,
| from the Midwest. Cameto Newarkfirst go roundin 1993.
Secondyoroundin 2003. Sol roll theclock backmy childhood.
Bornandraisedin St. Louis, asl said. Productof Catholicschool
upbringing,from K all thewayto 12. Similarto Marge,| wentto
anall-girl schoolfrom 9™" gradeall thewayto 12 gradeand| just
wish | knewthenwhat! know now. | wasin heaventoo, just

di dkmowit.

Sol’ malsoasecondyeneratioriesbian. | feelthereis notenough
conversatioraroundsecondyenerationgaypeoplein general. But
my upbringingwassortof okay. | wasreally confusedasto why
aftermy momwasdivorced,therewasmaybeoneor two
roommateshatkind of hungaroundjust alittle toolong. And so

i tlikedJ-Haulsyndrome.T h e gomd. Thekidswould come.
And we weretogetherfor 10 years. Somy momandherpartner

andmy momwhowasnotout. Yes. Solike theyweretherefor

47



10years. Sofor 10 years,| hadto explainto peoplelike,wh e r e

your dad? Who aretheseotherkids? Who aretheyto you? Soit

wasalittle confusing.

And it wasn antil afterl cameinto my own sexualidentityin my
lateto mid-2 0 'afserbeingmarriedto aman,havinga child, thatl
beganto question.Now, | ’ looking atmy life andcomparingt
to how | grewup. Unfortunatelymy motherd i dhavethe
answerdecausshewasfrom anoldergeneratiorwherebeing
gaywasnotdiscussed.t wassomethingyoujustdid. You were
thatway. You hadcousinJohnnywho worehis pink tennisshoes

andthatwashis way of identifying asnotedin the earlierpanel.

Soprettymuch,shewasnot comfortablewith me comingout, so
to speak. | wasvery girly. We hadthe PeterPancollars,uniform,
blueandwhite kind of sortof whatl’ ndressedn todayminusthe
shirt. But it wasa horrifying experiencdor me. Becausd felt
alone. | felt thatbecause marriedthis man,hada child, that
somehowsomewherel wasmakinga mistake. And sacrifices
weremadein thatchoiceto beout. Thatchoiceto bewhol am
today. Firstexperiencef gaybashingactuallycamefrom my
mother. Driving my carandwhenl cameout, | meanl cameout.
| meanit w a s I.hadshoulderlengthhairthatwasgone. | gota
hatthatsaiddyke bitch onthefront of it. | hadrainbowstickerson

everythingl could possiblyown andthisis at 27 yearsof age.

Somy motherwho sery conservativeyeryjustlike you actbut

youd o rlet anybodyknow. You haveyour girlfriend, buts h e ’ s

onthesidesomewherenindingherbusiness.No PDA, no
nothing. Yeah,it w a s apleasanexperience.And thenl hadto
dealwith thewholeheterosexisnportionof it because had

b e e matdivorced,andhadto dealwith thejudicial systemand
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takingawaymy child becausé got marriedin the Stateof
F 1 o r itakirgawaymy child becaus®f beingalesbian. And it

is ontheDivorceDecree.

Andthat bBowI cameto Newark. Sobasicallymarriedin Florida.

My momsawmeraisingthis two-yearold child by myselfasmy
husbandventoutto sea. And | washere. And | metsomereally
greatpeople. Thefirst goroundin 1993,my sisterwho models,

we auditionedfor MTV The Grind. | actuallyendedup getting
pickedandshedid not. It wasactuallyheraudition. Andt hat ' s
how | kind of camein to Newark. | metthis wonderfulperson,
AnthonyWiggins,who if anybodygoesto the partyatthe Coffee
Cavelatery o urekthim. And hekind of introducedmeto all of
theNewarkplacesto be. Zanzibarwhichw a s t..h awthéresll

thegaykids hungoutandpartied. T h a hiow Isgot here.

JaeQuinlan: Well, | think I hadanexceptimal childhood. | think | wasvery
fortunateto haveboth of my parentsn atime wheremostof my
friendsin schooleithercamefrom single parenthomesor they
werebeingraisedby their grandparents! hadmy parentsand|
hadboth,full setsof my grandparents.Soit waslike love ontop
of love ontop of love.

Very earlyon, | realizedthattherewassomething-1 ' guingto
sayexceptionalpkay— aboutme. Becauseny parentsverein this
o r d emyfatherwasa policeofficer. My motherwasa social
worker. Somy brotherandl would getteasedll of thetime and
theywould call him piglet. It wasdifficult. But| wastheboy. |
did not seea placefor myselfearlyonin girly things. | hadan
Afro, | hadabig, old curly Afro. | mixedandmatchedmy
clothing. Wouldw e a remembetheshirtsyou usedto havelike

the sparkledmageson them,like bicycles,motorcyclesthegirl
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with the big Afro andstuff like that. We arethosewith the
popcornpantsandmy tennisshoesvould be Converse with

differentcolorsandl would drawonthem.

And | foundthatit wasdifficult to interactwith thegirls. As a
matterof fact, | remembespecificallya partywhenl musthave
beenabouteightyearsold. And | wentto parochialschoolsol
wasat LutheranSchoolfrom kindergarterto sixth gradewhenl
gotkickedout,butthat anotherstory. Beingatthis party,ata
blackassociationmeeting,oneof theyoungpeoplehadabirthday
party. And | wasdancingandmy fatherwaslike hoveringin the
background.Hewalksover,l ' dancingwith aguyandl * m
leading. And hewalksover,whispersn my ear,“ N i thelbqyis

supposedo!| e a d .

And | stoppedpushedheboybackandl said,” N avhenhesteps
onmys h o eThatismorel i k andthenl pulledhim backand
continuedo leadhim in thedance. Sol sortof kind of like have
beendevelopinghatpersonasincethen. | think that! definitely,
afterbeingtauntedandteasedaboutnot beingableto fit into the
girly girl aestheticaswe were growingup, | foundmoreandmore
solacedoingthingswith theboys. | wasmolestedandin turn, just
sortof like internalizedthatinto manifestingmy artistpersona.l
becamewithdrawn,like aroundl1 or 12,andl remember
specificallydestroyinga pieceof furniturethatmy motherbought
for methatl beggedor, whichwasadesk. And it wasplain,
unfinished justregularwoodandl did a very detailedpencil
drawingof BugsBunnyandFriendsplayingon the crabappldree
thatwasoutsideof my window. And thatbecameny escapeandit
alsosortof grewmeup andprotectednefor along periodof time.
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Oncel left parochialschoolbecause¢ wasanerd,it wasvery
difficult for mein public schoolbecause wasin classeshatwere
advanced.And all of my friends,asmuchasl wantedto fit in with
my blackfriends,but| couldnotbecaus¢heyperceivedneas
otherthanbecauseé wasin specialclassesvith all of the white
kids. Soit wasdifficult for metofit in. Until | hadafight. And
that whatleveledtheplayingfield. Seriouslywhichis just

insane.

Soyeah. My parentghen—1 thinki t vergimportantto say— that
beforemy 16" birthday,my fatherleft the Police Departmengand
becamea pastor. And shortlythereaftermy motheralsowas
ordained.| remembeat thattime thatl hadbegunto go outinto
theworld. And like the Village washeaveratthattime. And |,

too, frequentedthe ParadiséGarageBetterDays,P a n d doxa ’ s
theDuchess.Yeah. All of thoseplaces.Right. Sanctuary.

And all I remembehearingin schoolwasstoriesof peoplebeing
bashed.This wasbeforel startedgoingto theclubs. And | would
startto goto theclubsandl’ dtartto seethesepeoplethatwere
talkingaboutgaybashingandl ’ like,“ Wh watst h a Like ive
hadto justify beingthere. Which wasa derangednessagesight?

Becausanobodyasked. Like wherevery o u hangagout.

So my parentdbbecamepastors.And | thenalsobegarto runinto
thesamepeoplethat! servedwith in churchin theclubsandthat s
whenl startedto havea problem. Ort h awthéntheystartedto
haveaproblem, e saytlsat. And my messagebegarto getvery
skewed. Up until thattime, | hadbeenvery entrenchedn church.

T h a how you getyour allowance pecausgou goto Sunday
schoolandyou stayfor church. And it wasapartof mylife. 1 * m

goingto leavethatright thereb e ¢ a uyeas. ...
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BernardMcAllister: 1 * BernardMcAllister. Mostpeopleknow measBernieJordan
Ebony. | wasbornandraisedin Newark. My childhood,my early
years,f | couldjustgive you anexamplewould be GoodTimes
mixedwith the BradyBunch. Becauset wasthe bestchildhood
onecouldeveraskfor in the City of Newark. | wasraisedby my
mother,meandmy sister,butwe hadavery eclecticfamily.
Everybodywasdoingsomething.We hadhit menin the family.
We hadpimpsin thefamily. Butit wasawondeful atmosphere

o f lLknowit soundsstrangeputit wasawonderfultime.

And | remembemy motherleavinguswith anuncle. And hewas
telling ushowto makemoneyandl remember| waslike, “ O Isq
t h ahbwysudoi t Andl remembemy stepdaccominghome
from beingincarceratedor somanyyearsandhejustloving me
andlooking at melike | wasdifferentfrom therestof thekids.
Like youd o rhaveto playbasebalif youd o nvartto. And |
remembethatandit wasjustab e a u t andl wasraisedin
Ironboundsection. At thetime, it wasgoingfrom Italianto
Portugues¢o Brazilian,waveh a d yet, butit wassomany
differentethnicgroupsdownthereandit wassucha beautiful
placeto live atthetime.

And | remembeusnotlocking our door,butit wasjustagreat
time for me. And | hadmy cousin,Cornell. And | needto saythat
hewasthe mostinfluential personin my life. He wasabartender
atMurphy sAnd | remembebeingl3yearsold andhetold the
wholefamily thathe wasa bartendesomewherelse. And one
day, | followed him, andl hadto reportbackto thefamily. And |
told themlike, “ Y okmow, Cornellis atthis placearoundthe

cornerandyou shouldseeit, w h a goingo n Afidofc our s e ...

andl wasthereyelling. Becausd wasalwaysavery grownyoung

man. | wasn e v elike peopleaboutl0, | hangwith 20-year
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JuneDowell-Burton:

BernardMcAllister:

JuneDowell-Burton:

BernardMcAllister:

olds. I alwayswantto seewhattheworld waslike. My mother
hadraisedusto alwaysaskquestionsto be strong. | comefrom a
family of fighters. Beit physical,mental,spiritual. Wed i dtaké t
noeasily. Andwew e r éullied. Sowhenl rememberI| * m
goingto skip aroundalittle bit — I remembebeingateenageand
my sisterandCornellgettingmedrunk,andsaying,” Gonin, tell
yourmothery o u g a ¥And| ’ guingto tell yousomething.
And thisringsin my eareverynow andthen. | remembetelling
my mother,shewascookingchicken,picturethis, Newark
nineteersomething | ¢ a meémembewhenexactly,butit was
early* @sandshesays,” We wHhatd * wannatalk to me

a b o uAn@®shewascookingchickenthighs,whichlc a n’ t

stand.
Youd o rike thighs?

No, | ¢ a rstanddarkmeat,asfar ascooking,eating. And she
wascookingandshesaid,” Wh aw r’ osn pbsaid,“ Md think

| ' gna yAnd sheneverturnedaround,sheneverskippedabeat,
turningthe chicken,andl think whatshesaid,” We youd o n’ t
wannabegay,B e r n lisaid,*” Whigthat,Ma ? Shesaid,

“ B e c ,yyauknew,gaymenareneverh a p pAndit'resonated
with mefor many,manyyears. And | d i dquitetinderstandvhat
shemeant. | said,” We Ithink| ’ gma yShésaid,” We hol ,
maybey o u justgeingthroughs o me t H.ii rkge...”

A phase.

Cornelli s theythoughthewasgoingthroughsomethingtoo.
And theylaughedoutsidethedoor. And | said, Whwould say

t h e neévaerhea p p $hesaid,” Be rin’ismry. T h e ynevere
h a p pAnd thatresonatedvith mefor many,manyyears. And

for manyyears,| wantedto proveherwrongandseekoutbeing
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happy,not knowingthatthe happinessvasalreadythere. | just

d i dkmdwit becauseshehadalreadytold meandsheonly went
by whatshesawin the family memberof mine. Seewewer en’ t
thetype of family to getbashed.We whoopedh e o pdsses.\Vé¢e
comeup from afamily of fightersandt h awthatvee did as
groups. Mothertakesoff thew i g Sol neverreally hadthose
issueswvherebeingbashedr being calledanythingout my name
or maybefeelinglessthanin the family becauseny family was
alwaystherewith me. We mayfight in thehouse but outside this
is my cousin. And we hadavery largeextendedamily. Sowhen
my motherraisedme,shewasraisingeightothercousindike that.
Sowhenwe ate,everyoneeats. Whensomebodygot new

sneakerseveryonegot newsneakers And |—
[BEGIN SEGMENT®6/12]

BernardMcAllister: | carrythatwith metothisday. And 1 ’ surethatl cango onwith
thatin the nextquestionor something.Butt h awhatmy teenage
yearsare. | alwaysandl ' tmnkingof the lronboundsection
beinglike Mayberry. Justvery all concrete.And | hada
wonderfulchildhoodthatl w o u | changdt for anythingin the

world.

Tim StewartWinter: | wantto ask. It sounddike y o u hadarangeof experiencen
schoolandl ’ auriouswhatwereyour sortof survivalstrategies?
Whenyou felt differentfrom the norm,whatwerewaysthatyou
managedo kind o f or did you not needsurvivalstrategies

specificallyasa queerperson?

JuneDowell-Burton: | ' gb.ll think whenl cameout| think my bestsurvivalstrategy
wasin abottle. Andit w e r evatér.tl meanl think justto kind
of numbwhatwasgoingon. | spentalot of timein theclubs

because¢hatwastheonly placel couldtruly bemyself. Soalot of
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JaeQuinlan:

time, gettingmessedip. A lot of incenseandotherthings,atfirst.
But thenwhenyou cometo your sensesndyou realizethat
nothingis goingawaybecauseg o ne sel-medicating. A good
therapistwould saythat.. Goodfriends,onesthatyou cantrustand
betrueandw h o belkrdeto you. Onesthatwill like notalways
agreewith youandsay,“ J u thagwaskind of F ’ up, you

k n o w Gbodhousemusic,somegoodGospelmusic. A pen
andapieceof paper. Gettingpissedat theworld anddoing
somethingaboutit. Becauseny life is onebig bookof LGBT
socialinjustices. | meanwe canstartwith the gaybashingfrom a
motherw h odlsegay. No information. We couldtalk aboutthe
courtsystems.No LGBT rightsfor womenwho comeout laterin
life, losingtheir children. We cantalk aboutthe SakiaGunnissue.
We cantalk aboutwhathappenedn the park. We cantalk about

unsafespacesn schools.

Sol think my lastsurvival strategywasjust to do somethingand
justgetpissedanddo something.That &.

I d o nhHinkt h e everatsnewhenw e ' noteorkingin some
modeof survival. Evenif we deemthatsurvivaltrivial andfor me,
that 'why | tendto like wantto live. Initially asachild, | would
saythatit waslike escapism.| wantedto removemyself. After
beingmolestedseveratimes,| hadto find safeplacesto live. Soit
w a s evenaboutbeingqueer. It wasaboutjust beingsafe. And
asaqueerpersonof color,thequeernesss like tertiary. Or it
might evenbefartherbackthanthat.

| mentionedhat! grewup primarily in parochialschoolsas
elementaryschool,butthe otherschoolsthatl would attend high
sclhool andonto my first yearcollege,predominantlywhite. And

therel found myselfworking very hardto surviveamongsimy
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JuneDowell-Burton:

BernardMcAllister:

own people fitting in to blackculture,andjunior high schoolafter
beingin parochialschoolpredominantlywhite, religiousthing,

very difficult.

Faithandwhatl did notmentioninitially wasthat! didn’ grow up
here.| ’ barnandraisedNew Yorker. | ¢ a m daith broughtme
here. Godbroughtmeto Newark17 yearsagoandsavedmy life.
Soevenafterbeingseparatedrom what | believedin, finding that
therewasno support/etting go of Godfor a numberof yearsand
thenbeingreintroducedo aloving, acceptingGodis a[thrival]

mechanisnior mein presentay.

Justsofolks know,y o u a&mingsterat LiberationandTruth Unity

Fellowship.

Yes.

Church. Do youwantto s a yWe cancomebackto that.
Okay, good.

Well, survivalfor me, | needto saythatdrugsis very prevalentin
the neighborhood.l camefrom a family, theimmediatefamily
thatd i ddwoanydrugs. But | remembebeinglike 12 yearsold
andsomethingvakingmeup out my sleep. And it wasthe streets.
| camefrom notaconservativdamily butavery structuredamily
in thesensepn my mothersidethatyou workedhard,you did

whaty o u suppesedo do, payyour bills, andt h aybur life.

Butagainmydad sidewasthepimps,thedrugdealersandall
thosethingsandl remembebeingallittle boy beingexcited.
Beingexcitedattheideaof goinginto the streetdo seeinghe
world for whatit was. And | remembelike being12 yearsold and

somebodyntroducedmeandsay,” H eypuwannatryt hi s ?”
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And | needto sayl ' matsurebutwith mebeinggay,butl was
skinny. | hadbig eyes,abig head. And my waistlinewaslike 21
andl wantto fit in. | wa s musc¢ularenough.l w a s ight t
skinnedenough.l w a s snmiartenough.|l w a s athleticenough.

It wasalwaysalotof*“ nehough.”

Oncel took the pull onthemarijuanal becamenorethanenough.
And | wasthe onewho would jump off the planefirst withouta
parachute.l wasthefirst oneattheclub. | wasthefirst oneto
dresddifferently. | wasthefirst one.. if somebodysaidsomething
tome,l jumpedu p .mindyou,all of thisis working out of fear,

of wantingto belong,to bea partof. But notknowingit atthe

time becauseagain,| ' like 15yearsold. Thepeoplel ' hanging
with arelike 30. | remembehangingwith myf r i emuotderasd
hesaid,” A ryaigoingto hangwithMa | i lkwaslike,” Herol |,
girl. 1 ’ guingto hangwithMa | imko’t sh And thékids will
beoutsideplayingandl ’ beihsidedrinking beerwith his mother.
And my mothersaid,” We W h ¢ ?said,“Yeah,meandMalik
arevery goodfriends,Ma . Shesaid, We hejustactlike he
walkedpastyou,youd i dsnp & al kaid, Ohvespokee ar | i er . ”
Not knowingthatl ’ reallyfriendswith the parents.Becausd
alwayswant,d o maskinewhy, | wantedto begrown. And he
calledme. And | remembegoingto thevillage for thefirst time.

| wasabout16, 15 andCornellwasnamed- again,Cornellwas

very prevalenin mylife —y o uhedrhis nameall throughoutmy

life. He passechwaymaybel2, 14 yearsago.
Tim StewartWinter That gouruncle?

BernardMcAllister: T h amycausin.H e 'mggodbrother. Mymot h®ir s soa.r ° s
He wasmy world becausderepresentegayto me. And he

lookedjustlike Sylvesterandl justthoughthewaseverything. So
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hesaid,” | ’'gannatakeyousomewhereJustd o rell them
wherew e ' groei nBgcalisd talkedalot. | waslike 14 or 15
andwe goto thevillage andhewasMiss GayPride’ 8ot
somethindike that,” 8 ®hoknew. Andit wasatPeteRa b bi t ' s.
I d o rknowif anybodycanremember.Peteryouremember.
And hesaid,whenyou goto thebar,thisis whatyoudo. Do n ’ t
eve turnyour back. He gavemetheinstructionson whatto do.
Somebodyoffersyou adrink, you shakeyour headlike thisandall
that. And we wereleavingbecausée hadto gethis gownand

stuff ready. Sow e ’ walkingand| seethesetwo menkiss. And |

knewl washome.

Thatwasall | needed.And | meanit wasn like nothingsalacious.
Thesemenwerein love. Well, | was14. Shit,theywerein loveto
me. And theykissedandl rememberedoingup to themdoing
like this, like watchingthem. | mlike,“ Omy G o d And that
wasit for me. Addiction, | wasafraidwasvery prevalentthingin
my life throughoutall my years especiallyin my gayyears
because startedusingdrugsat suchanearlyageand| stoppecat
suchanearlyage. | have21 yearsclean. Soremembehalf my

life, mostof my life, well, half of my life, | * keenclean. Again,

i talwaysbeenhavingto standup for something.And survival
modefor meis standingup for peoplewho ¢ a rstanidup for
themselvesAndt h awthérethe Housebecameprevalentor me.
Becausd gotinvolvedin theballroomsceneataveryearlyage.
And | remembethemtelling usthatNew Jerseyidsc o u |l d n’ t
cometo New York andwalk balls. | remembethemtelling us,

“ We if yoyaregoingto walk balls,you haveto write checks.
You haveto breakthelaw andafter,well, w e ' notgonnado

thoset hi ngs.
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We weresitting in my houseandwe would just bring people
togetherandl wasalwaysjust hearpeoplestoriesaboutkids
sayingtheir parentsputthemoutandthey rpmestitutesandyou
nowme .Y o u 14aedy o u aprostitute?Why? Becausd

d i dhavethatexperiencdoecauseemembemy family, my
extendedamily wasvery closeto me. Somy survivalmodewas
not necessarilyrom me, it wasfrom my community. At anearly
age,l hadsomethingn methattold thatis notaboutme,i t abaut
my community. And thattheyhaveto be helpedandprotectedas
muchasl| needto be protected.And | worethatbadgefor many,
manyyearsandth a twhasmy survivalmodehasbeennotfor me,
butfor others.

Kitab Rollins: | think for me,survivalmodein my teenageyears earlycollege
years Jate high school,earlycollege,justgenerallywasj u st
justwantto fit in. | mean,| alwaysstoodoutto somedegreea
little bit. I ’* from Newarkandsol hadthestreetstylesinto like
wearingTimbsandbaggypantsandjustthestyleasl ' already
dressed.But| ’puthlittle spinonit soit wascoolto bedifferent
to anextent. And sol wasdifferentto anextent. My clothesthat
wascoolto bealittle outthere. Butagain,like s e x u ia terms
of sexuality,l d i didehtify asgayuntil | wasin collegeanyway.
And sohighschool,l j u s ro,l justdownplayedstuff. People
cameatmelike,“ Aryaug ay? No Anditw a s thatwasmy
truth. And sol justwantedto fit in. And soif therewere
behaviorghat!| wasdoingthatpeoplewould talk about,| would
justdownplaythem. | would shyawayfrom stuff. | would shy
awayfrom talking aboutcertainactivitieslike thearts,dance,
ballet,thatkind of stuff thatl will watchonPBS,butlwo ul dn’ t
saythatl watchedthemonP B .lLw o u | tlkadbdutthatl like
thatstuff. Becauset w a s ooblandl wantto becoolandl wart

to bepopular. And | wasandwantto staythatway.
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Thatwasprettymuchhigh school. College,whenl startedcoming
in to my sexuality,realizingthat! did like menandembracinghat,
still eventhoughmy immediatefriendskind of knewthat! was
gay, | cameoutto themlike sophomoreyear,somethindike that.
But it wasjust publicly, | justwouldni talk aboutit or,” H a yoe
hadag i r | f  iIN® Ewkrithbughl wasdatingaguyor
something.l will justnottalk aboutthat. | will justleavethatpart
out. And justkind of hadthis outwardappearancef everythingis
cool. | ’ amol. | ’ puopular. Everythingis good. | ’ Kitab. That

wasreallythat. Thatwasreallyit for me.

Tim StewartWinter: Thankyouall. | wantto asknow abou someplaces. And someof
y 0 u mengonedMu r p hZgnzikarandthinking aboutmy
studentsfor examplew h o canyou painta pictureof what
placesn Newarkyouwentto meetpeopleandwhatwasit like to

bethere?

Kitab Rollins: | missedall that. | missedtheZanzibar.| ' antheyoungerside
of thespectrunmhere. | ’ anly 31. By thetime| gotto belike 17
andl wantedto go out andstuff, Zanzibarwasclosed. All theclub
downtownwereclosed. All theonesthatwe heara b o uthatare
lauced,l d i dgettotexperience.ld i dgo TheGarage.|
missedall that. Unfortunately,[crosstalk00:15:19]t h awthyls m
sofascinatedyit. And plusit w a s coblto hangoutin Newark
whenl wasin high school. We hangoutin New York. Thatwas
whatthecool kidsdid. We wentto thecity. | neverwantedto, but

actuallywhenl wasold enoughto goout,Mu r p lngd¢losed.

Soevenwhenl cameinto... | wasprobablylike 21 whenl wasout
andwhenl wascool andgay,therewereno placesto cometo in
Newarkatthattimein 2001. Therew a s anythingthatwasgay

focused. Sowe just wentto the city andhungoutin theVillage
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anddid thatkind of stuff. And wentto otherclubsin New York.
Theoccasionatoupleof clubsin Jerseyputagain, it wasnever
coolto hangoutin Jerseyor Newark. Soit wasaboutgoinginto
NewYork. Andi tonlgbeenfor me,thepastfive yearsthatl ' v e
takento hangingoutin Newark,in Jerseyandidentifying the gay
sceneor thedifferentspotsthatwe goto, whicha r enecedsarily

all thetime gay,buttheymight havea gaynight. GuitarBar,

Ni c Kforget,butagain,whenl wasreally cominginto it, there

w e r emypldceshere,like it is now.

JaeQuinlan: Sowhenl wasarriving herein Newa r klike | said,| arrivedto
Newarkby way of church. Thankyou, Bishop. | heardthatthere
wasthis placethatwasloving andaffirming andacceptingandyou
shouldgotherebecausé wasatmyw i tendandl literally
wantedto takemy life becauseé hadbeensearchingsearching,
searchindor sanctuaryfor ananswerfor aplaceto fit in andto
feelgoodaboutJae,gay, God. My mother,ironically, is actually
thereason like thatl gothere. Souponarriving here,l wentto
churchandl satright behindthechoir. And thechoirwas
s | a mandso[ startedsingingandthe persornthatdirectedthe
choirwasoneof the mostcurrenthot deephouse probablywe will
haveto interviewherfor beingthefirst out lesbianof thedeep
houseculturefrom NewarkandthatwasJazmineor Leslie Oliver.

Yeah,saythat. Let therain comedown.

We startechangingout andeverything like you gotto goto

Murphy sYougottogotoMu r p hSoMsa r p hvgsthaspot.
And it waslike church,Mu r p h weriausly. Teedance.We

live in church,counteddown,w e "imMu r p higthasl .i kis ...
thatsacrilegious.Or ...

JuneDowell-Burton: Explainaboutthe Teedance.
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JaeQuinlan: Okay, Teedance Sundayearlyafternoorhangout. Whenyou go
outon FridayandSaturdayyou haveto wait technicallyat least
until 12:00to goout. No, atleast. On Sunday,Teedancestartsat
what?4:30,5:00? 4:.00? Okay,thankyou. Clarity. We ’ gdt
therearound5:00.

Tim StewartWinter At Murphy s .

JaeQuinlan: At Mur p h yes.&And Mu r p hvgsthis eclectic,open,
sometimesffirming | ’ gayingbecauseve hada difficult time
gettingin thedoorto girls. Yeah. It seemedo bethatt h eAt..
Mu r p hygs! ltsseemedo bethe moremasculineyou were,the
moredifficult atime you hadatthedoor. Okay. Add to that
mixturethefact thatwe werecomingfrom churchinto this
situationandsomehowwe got dubbedmyself,Jazminaand
anotheifriend of ours,theHoly Trinity. It wasdifficult. People
wo u | w@lktd us. Sowewould endup dancingwith eachother
andbuyingeachotherdrinkswhenw e .therewasnowayto hit
on somebodyandeffectivelyhaveanythingcomeout of it because

we werethe Holy Ones.

But Murphy wasdefinitely thatplaceandit openedup alot of
thingsfor me. | metoneof my bestfriendsthere. And it waslike
exercise.Sometimesgn futility. But thatwasthespot. So

Mu r p hvguld bethespotfor me,yeah.

BernardMcAllister: 1 * kamd of tornbecause * kamd of in themiddleandl saythis
becausdike my age,l ' 44,| cameoutat suchayoungage. |
wassoblessedo havebeenableto haveatouchof everything. |
remembeBetterDays. | remembeiThe Garage.l remember
Tracks. | remembeMu r p hlyémesmbeiTheDoll House. |

d o rknowif anybodycanremembeiTheDoll House. | waslike
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13in TheDoll House hangwith full-fledgeddragsand| wasjust

there.

WhatwasTheDoll Houselike?
TheDoll House thisis crazy.
Wherewasit?

TheDoll Housewason cornerof HalseyandBranford,in that
area. And this waswhereall thefem queenavent. And they
would just cometherein the club andthe club would startlike 2:00
in themorning. Theyd i dsellamyalcoholbecauseverybody
wasstonedby thetime you gotthere. It wasjust a beautifulblack
andLatin women,transgendem@ndtheywill comein andl will be
like in awebecausé neverhada problemaskingpeoplequestions
andthatwouldbel i k\Waw. Do youknow andeverythingandl
remembethat,really. And | remembetike Newarkwasnevera
placewheretheyhadclubsendlessly.It wasalwaysdedicated
places.TherewasMu r p hTWhérewvasFirst Choice. But |
remembeMu r p hwguldbringasenseo f 1.d o rk’nto wof..
onecomingto oneselfwhenyou cangoto TheBarnor adrink at

Mur phy’ s.
T h aright,doney.

Becauseatthetime, peoplewerecoming out atsuchanearlyage.
And | think thattrendis happeningagain. Peoplecomingout at
suchanearlyage,14 and15, theycouldonly sit outsideandwatch
thegrownfolks goin Mu r p hAnd Isvaslike, “© Wo theygot
i n Arid my cousinwasthebartender.He would sendmehome
andcall my mother,say,“ We ¢jetyoursonbecausén e goshis
gayassin frontof theb a rC 0o”u | gknn. Butthatwasthe
thing. And Newarkwasalwaysadangerouplace. Newarkhas
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JaeQuinlan:

BernardMcAllister:

neverbeenaplacewhereyou couldjustgoandjustsay,” We | | ,
| ’ justgonnawalk downthis darkstreetandl ’ guonnagetto the

otherendof thatblocks af el y . ”
Withoutincident.

Withoutincident. No, Newarkhasalwaysbeena placethatone
alwayshadto bevery sharpandon yourtoes. You hadto beon
top of yourgameif y o u in Nesvark. And we stucktogether
then. It wouldbel i kiesomebodywentto the storeor

Mu r p lsyidwathestreeton Edison. See,l ' afd now.
Becausd canseetha in New JerseyPrudentiaplaceandthat
tearsmeapart. But we would all go aroundthe cornertogether
becausave knewlike | d o rknotv, like elkswe knewif we went

aroundthereby ourselvesthewolveswill getus.

Sowetraveledtogethetin packs. Andwe  vi@medbondstill
thisdaythatl ' gtill friendswith someof thesepeople. And |
needto say,you know, theepidemicof AIDS, | lostover400
friends. Yeah,400becauseemember| camein the middle of the
epidemic. | wastherebeginningbut | w a s pattdfit. Butl was
therefor thebeginningandtowardslike whenit wasreally, really
bad. Whenit waslike sevenor eightfuneralsaday. And, do you
remembebecause h ahbw | snetyou. Comingoutandreaching
outto theBall commurity andl remembeuwuslike saying,” O my
God. Are wegonnagettot h i Andwewouldgofrom

Mu r p hstayatheFirst Choice,butthebesttime | everhadat
theclub, | wasat BetterDaysandtheyhadthebig teletron.l guess
t h awthatyou called it then,teletronscreen.And theywere
playingLovels TheMessage And the screercomesdownand
theyjust startshowingWestSideStoryandt h e ganaingbutit
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seemediket h e ganaingto Lovels TheMessageandl ' m

stoned.
Sooh, it wasover It wasfabulous.
Kitab Rollins: WherewasBetterDays? Wherewasthatat?
BernardMcAllister: BetterDayswasonthe48".
Kitab Rollins: Ohit wasin thecity?
JaeQuinlan: BehindIHOP. No, | meanHowardJohnson.

BernardMcAllister: Yes,ohmy God. And thatstill ringsin my brainaboutthis andthe
comingdownof teletrona n d NatalieWoodflying acrosghe
screerno Lovels TheMessage. And now,t h awthatisonsider

thepinnacleof my gay clubbing.

Tim StewartWinter: Canl askafollow-up? Andthenw e ’'géthackto June. How
abouttheballs? Whered i d ...?

BernardMcAllister: Theballs? Well, seeatthetime whentheball first started- well,
notwhenit first startedbecause h e lyeéndroundsincethe’ 6 0 s .
But whenl cameinto theballroomsceney o usedeverybody
wason 125" attheE | K.odge. But whentheycameto Jersey,
thanksto [Angel Claudio],HakeemJordanthefounderof the
Houseof Jordanwe wereableto havevery nice places. We were
neverlike New York with theundergrounagndratslooking like
horses.Wew o u | yah,with Jim. Wewereatthe RobberTree,
SymphonyHall becaus¢he onething aboutJerseyis thatwe will
alwaystry to bea classact. We alwayswantto makeit nicefor
everybody.We probablyfoughtattheendandhadspotcards
there.We hadnice,niceplaces. And oneof my old house
memberss here. We would haveit andwew o u | liecausef

youh a v &needto saythis abouttheballroomscene.
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JuneDowell-Burton:

Peopledon tealizethatthe ballroom scenewvasput togetherout
of devastatiorbecausegou hadnowhereelseplaceto go. Butin
ourminds,in theearly* 8 gauwantedto bewhite women. And
seewe laughedatthat. But thereis sometruth todayaboutthe
identity of blackgaymenbecaisewhatwe thoughtof asbeautiful,
we took from whatthe mediagaveus andwhatsocietytold uswas
beautiful. Sowhenyou hadballs,you wantedto beasclassactas
possibleandl think Peterwe will discusghat. You wantto come
in asEricaKane. You wantto beJoanCollins. Thesewerethe
thingsin our heads.We knewthatwe weregoingbackto the
projects. You understanavhat! ’ saying? But for thosehoursat
theballs,youwantto be somethingotherthanyourselfandwe
foughtfor thoseplastictrophieslike we wereon Channel7 atthe
Miss Americapageantindyouc o u | tellmsanything. Sothe
ballsherein Newarkwerealwaysat fabulousplaces. We may
haveevenrentedthis placebefore. Soyou know, definitely we

would do, we would haveit anywhereanywherehatwasclassy.

Wow. You alwaysgive mesomuch. Well, my experiencevith
thepartyscenesoto speakkind of camethroughthe adult
entertainment-

[BEGIN SEGMENT7/12]

JuneDowell-Burton:

Tim StewartWinter:

JuneDowell-Burton:

... entertainmenindustry. My first girlfriend, | happenedo meet
heratZanzibar.| ' nkeverforgetthatmusicwasplaying, WasThat
All It Wasby Miss Carne.l ' nevierforgetherCocaColashape

bodydancingwith herselfin themirror.
WherewasZanzibar?

Zanzibar,actuallywasat the endof BroadStreetright wherethe
BroadStreettrain stationis. Now, thehomeof theBearStadium.
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SoZanzibarwasoneoutlet,b u t sabackthen,therewerelesbian
partiesbeingthrownby Margarita, TangeeandDi, First Choice.
Theyhadlike alesbiannight. Somy first girlfriend, hermentality
was,which shepasseanto me,shewaslike, “ Whpayto getin

whenyou cangetpaidtobei n .
Kitab Rollins: Whatyearwein?

JuneDowell-Burton: We ' 19@3,” 9 &ol frequentedill of thosebarsnotasa patron
butasthe entertainment.Sol hadthe privilege of meeting
everyonen all aspect®f life. Madea nicesumof moneyoff the
books. And | ¢ a rcdmiplainaboutthatexperienceandall. So
thenwe talkedaboutthe objectificationof womenandhow does
thatfit whentherearewomenlooking atwomen. Onceagain,
therewasno placefor usto go. He mentionedoll Housewe ' r e
talking aboutsomethingotally differentbecausé ’ thmnking Doll
Houseis onthecornerof LyonsAvenuea n dt..h athe’ s
c 0 n n embanyousaidDoll House,l ’ like hmm.

And evenwithin the Go-Go barswherel laterendedup working to
supportmyselfaftermy divorce,that kind of wheresexuality
wasveryfluid. T h awhersi t okayto complementtouch,feel,
bewhoyouarebecauseeallyt h athieénsironmentvheret hat * s
takingplaceanyway. SOAIDS epidemicyvery prevalentbecausé
workedwith alot of substanceisers someof which who did not
makeit becauseheyactuallycontractedhevirus throughsharing
needles.Soit waskind of like amicrocosmof whatwasgoingon
in greateMNewarkatthattime. Mu r p hchassiesmemoriespne
thingl doremembeaboutMu r p lsyhéysust madea hell of a
drink. As| said,my medicationwasin thebottles. | wentto

Mu r p ljuyitéapit to numbthe painbecause actuallylived with

my momatthetimein Piscataway.
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Tim StewartWinter:

Kitab Rollins:

JaeQuinlan:

Kitab Rollins:

Sol wasmakingthatlongtrek from Piscatawayall thewayto
Murphy pistto getmy paty on. And | think | wentona
Thursdaynight. Yeah,it wasThursdaynightfor me. SoLong
Islandice teasandjusttwirling to housemusic. And thatwas
really like actuallywhenl fell in love with housemusic,too. |

c a reventell youlike how manynights. Thatwasjustthefood
for thesoulfor me. But yeah,my experienceavith the partyscene
wasjustvery, very different,comingto the adultentertainment
industrywheresortof promiscuousexualitywasacceptedndnot

really shunned.

Severabf you havementionedaith andtherole of faith atvarious
pointsin your life andl ’ wonderingif in your youngerlife and

d o rfeellike you haveto talk aboutit, butl ’ curiousto hear
how someof you or all of you or noneof you havereconciledyour
spiritual or religiouslife with everythingthatyou areincluding
your LGBTQ identity.

Well, | cansaythatl d i dgmowtpwithas t r o mydamily
w a s entrenchedn thechurch. My grandmothewill g o .she
was in the Flower Club andall thatandshewill go andtalk about
it butitwa s hi kteh.aherthigsg.

| d o nthink. Isthatlike theusherboardor something?

It wa s liké yoou hadto goto churchor elseyouc a o outthat
day. 1 d i dhavethatkind of family andsol d i dhavethatkind
of spiritualguilt kind of riding me growingup whenmy sexuality
becameanissue. Of course] still wasraisedwith somekind of
Christianvalues. Actually, | wasraisedwith Christianvaluesto
somedegreeputagain,it w a s siricttkind of values. Spiritually,
| ¢ a rsaythatmy spiritualleaningsgaveme conflict with my

sexualityawholelot. Andthenespe@lly whenl cameinto my
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sexualityandownedit andembracedt, | really hadchallengesl|
guessgengagingn thosekind of religiouspracticesbecause

d i dmakesensdo goto aplacewherethe ministeris sayingthat
| ’ vmong. Like | d i dfeelthatl waswrong. After | againcame
outandembracedny sexualityandlike ownedit, | d i dfeel t

wrong. | d i dfeellikke it wasanabominatioror anything.

I’ mareflectionof Godandthisis how Godmademeor allowed
meto be. And soit d o e snakesensdo gotoaplaceandi t ’ s

beenfor metheChristianc h u r t h antyexposurej t ' s
Chri st so#tdi dnyakesensdhatl ' guingto goandtake

up aparadigmthatsaysthatl * abornsinnerandl ' vmong. Sol

justn e v el d i..demlrdceit andsol kind of turnedto the

mo r &ind of morenewagephilosophy,Christianmetaphysics,
evensomepaganismike wood God| evenidentifiedwith certain
pointsbecausé wasaboutyour connectiorto the universeandthe

world aroundyou andkind of notthisfiguret h asaying“ Her e’ s
howyoushouldb e It asmorelike, whereall expressionsf the

divine andthatis whatresonatedvith me.

And sothat wheremy spiritualexplorationkind of liesand
wherei ttakenme. And sospiritudly, | loveit. Like I c a rsayt
thatl havespiritual—1 d o rhavetheword—butl ' nmuat
conflictedspiritually aboutwho I amin my relationshipto God

andtheworld aroundme.

JuneDowell-Burton: Okay,well it seemdike religion hasbeenfaith, coming up
[crosstalk00:07:46]for me,or repeatingvhatevertheywere
saying. | wasalwaysin troublebecause wasvery defiant. Not
defiantatwhatwasbeingtaughtto me. Defiantatthefactthatl|
c o u | adkguestionsaboutwhatwasbeingtaughtto me. When

therewasa connectiormadeaboutJesuswhereJesusvasborn,
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Tim StewartWinter:

JuneDowell-Burton:

whereJesudived, andl waslike, “ Ok & ¥ lpokingatmy map
andl know exactlywhereEgyptis. Egyptisnotap a r itis.a
partof Africa sotherearepeoplein Egyptthatlook like meand

why is thatdepictiononthewall somebodye | s e ?”

Soneedless$o say,andl hadnunsfor instructorsandwith her
middle pointyfinger, shesentmeto theprincipal seffice, every
singletime. Sodefiance] think. And evenasl gotolder,being
marriedto my ex-husbandyery right-wing Christian,very
mandatorychurchparticipationall day. Soi t notgoodenough
thatyou goto the9:30service but you gotto gotothe11:30
serviceandthenyou gotto turn aroundandgo to the 7:00senice.
All day. Defiance. My questions why do | haveto goto every
lastserviceon Sundayto be goodor to beworthyof G o dloveor
G o ddttention?

Thisis afterthe Go-Gobar?

No, thisis previousto Go-Gobar. | t presiousto Go-Go bar.
Yes,previousto Go-Go bar. Thennowin the currentflux of this
journeyl call my life, still wrestlingw i t hke whatis churchto
me. | d o mécessarilyascribeto anyspecificdogma. | believe
thatwe arebodiesof this connectecnergyandlike | canfind
beautyin thatmessof paperghataresitting right thereon thefloor
—notcalling your papersaamess-butt h anty thsirch. Looking
ataroseor like freshfallensnow. I d o nvrestlewith spirituality.
What!l wrestlewith is whenotherp e o pHelefsystemsare

projectedandvery smotheringon top of me.

And | cameto Newark,secondyo-roundto the LIT train, | like the
colorof theLIT, train of positivity, becaus&kutgersNew
Brunswick,knowingmeetingCheryl Clarke backin 2003,there

wasactuallya queerconference.Cherylwalkedup to meandwas
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Tim StewarfWinter:

JuneDowell-Burton:

like,” Dyouwannal e a dikethatgavememy voiceandthen
nextthing you know, Miss HoneyandAlicia wereaskedto come
andspeakto the studentodyaboutmarriageequalityandthen
Miss Honeyinvited meto go to church. Automaticwall wentup.
| waslike,“ N & ;| sno r rLike.t "h ajustnat me. But | went

anyway. After, shewaslike,“ Ok argu.a i gdnriagothistime.
But justcomecheckit out,try it out,w h a t e Endupgoingto

church.

Sameday| wentto church. Automatically,you know how like
youseeD e v iAdiv@catewith that. You knowwhenAl Pacino
putshisfingerin waterandthe Holy Waterstats smoldering.
Well, t h ajustkisd of how| felt, because ' like thebuildingis

goingto fall downbecausé ' imit.

Sol getthereand!l’ msittingin thebackbecauseé d o rwarttto be
touched.l d o nwaritto bebothered.| justwantto justkind of be
inmyspacendeal i ng ...

IsthisatLIT?

ThisisatLIT, yes. | wantto sit dealingmy spacejust medealing
with thefactthatl * awtuallyin anedifice,aworshippingedifice.
Sochoirwasbangingeverythingwasgreat,! i s tBeshmop..
Howardgetsup on pulpit andl tell the storyall thetime. | will
neverforget. Shewastalking abouttithing. Sowhichis another
oneof my little petpeeves.l ’ like,“ T eercent?Todayif |

d o rhavel0,howisit comingb a ¢ B@tt h aawhokanother
story. Anyway, shegetsup onthepulpit andl remembeshewas
talking abouttithing andthelastthing shesaidandl washooked
for life. Shesaid,onthepulpit,“ lyducango spend$5onadamn
cupof coffee,thenyou could put your $5in the contribution

p | a Oethepulpit, realtalk. Faneversince.
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JaeQuinlan:

Sol’ motconflictedlike Kitab saidlike spiritually. | justhave
problemswith dogmaandpeopleforcing their agendaor their plan
of actionor whateveron you andnot allowing theindividual to
decidewheretheywantto be. Becauseaschildrenw e ’ raisedin
thechurch,w e ’ raisedin oneform or fashion,butwhenwe
matureto adults,maybethatway is nottheway thatwe wantto go.

And to allow usto befreeto makethatchoice.

Wow. As achild, it wasconflict. It seemedike everythingwasin
adirectcontradictionof thenextthing. Somymo t h mathers
wasthe Bible-toting, thumping,literal translatorof all things
writtenin, but| call thatbook,which | couldnot sayin front of
her. | thoughtit wasa magnificentbookof stories fantastical
stories,andthe onetime thatmy grandmotheeverpunishedne
wasbecausé saidthat. Somy motherwasraisedup with that,and
shewasBaptist. My f a t Hotks wereMethodist. Sol was
raisedin thetraditionof you hadto goto churchor else.

And sospiritualitydidn’ getattachedo it for averylongtime.
As amatterof fact,| d o rthink the spiritualitywaseven a
conceptjdea,perceptiorof somethinghat! couldgraspuntil |
wasanadult. Soit wasjustaboutreligion. Hence gettingto
kindergarterandbeingin a parochialschool,in a Lutheranschool,
wasa b o uittwasreligion class. But | hadalsobean molested
severaktimesup to thatpoint. Directcontradiction. Thewaythatl
beganto feel aboutgirls, directcontradictionaccordingto the
messagethat| wasgetting. Evenmy grandmotheuntil her

s i s teath, disl notknowthatl hadsomebog to identify with.
| alwaysnoticethatmy AuntMa r ifreerid eho seemedike the
jolly greengiantwith this big, giantAfro andshealwayshadon a

suitandeverything.| d o mémembehername butshewas
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alwaysthere. Shewaslike thisloomingdark figure, hoveringin

thebackgroundomewhere.

| neverknewthattherewasaccesgrom thisthing thatl felt like |
washiding. As ayoungteenagerwhenmy girlfriendswere
looking attheboys,theyweresaying,” O nqwf i n[@adada.
[Mumbling 00:16:15]. And | ’ like, you arejustlike thefinest
thing on earth. Jesuhrist,whenl ' lookingatyou. And
immediately,| would getthis message®ff like youc a rdothat.
Like youc a rsaythat. T h e rneplaseto putthat. But
everywhergyou go,youc a ridetfrom yourself. Whereveryou
go, thereyou areright theresong,justlike rings,ringsin my ear.
Theolderl got, thefartherawayfrom evenwantingto go to
churchl became.And whenl was18, my parentgaisedthreeof
my cousns in additionto my two sistersandmy brother. And the
oldestof us, herhusbandttemptedo molestmeandl let go of
God. I letgoof church. | choseto goto schoolasfar awayfrom

my parentsasl possiblycouldget. Onascholarshipf course.

Oddly enoughno surprise Godfoundmeon thatjourney. And
that whenl cameout. | camehometo bemetw i t hunning
from thosefeelings. 1 d i daveéngtayin school. | camehome
immediately. And wentbackout becausé cameinto thesame
environmentthatl left. And it wasblaringthatit wasnotokay.
My parentsverejustreallylike flappingtheir wingswith their
beingpastorsandeverythingandit wasopposition. Like |
challengeceverythingthattheythoughtthattheyknew. It wasnot

acceptabldéor meto bein thatenvironment.Sol left again.

And Godfoundmeonthatjourney. And in thatjourney,| was
introducedor fell in love with drugs. Soaddiction. Godfoundme

in thatjourney. And thenl returnedhome. By then,theyhad been
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introducedo love on agranderscalein termsof beingaccepting
notjusttolerate. And | wasapproachetby eachof them. My
mothef directquestionto mewas,” L oiotkemi r r $or . ”
w e ' looldngin themirror. We * loo&ingin the mirror together.
|’ standingnextto her. And shegoes,” Wh @otyous e e/And
| said,” beemeandyou. Like whatareyous ay i 8 b @likes
“ havenoideawhy youwannabeama n LiKet h a tybus ...
mom,gavemewhat| have. You mademe. You gavemethis
intenselove for women. Sowhatl have,whatl am,who | am,
camefrom you. Fromthatmomenton, |l d i dhaved problem
with my mom. My fatherwho washavingavery difficult time
with it, wassentto pastorakchurchin —w h a thatchurchon
135h and35™ of Madison— Metropolitan? Yes. Sohewentt o ...
youknoww h a théresright? Okay,sohehadto work the soup
kitchen. And in soupkitchenat Madison,a i ndthingbuta
bunchof queens.Sol gotthis phonecall fromhimandh e ' s
crying. Nini, | ’ sosorry. | justwantto tell youthatl realized
that God madeyou who you areandif you wantedto love apole,

you havemy support. Yes? Godmethim onthatjourney.

| flounderedaroundfor alongtime. It hadbeenalmost20
somewhayeas of thesecontradictorymessagesBut | felt it. It
waslike apull. And atthevery pointthatl literally wasaboutto
throw myselfout of awindow, my mothercalledmeandtold me
thatsheknewthiswoman. Thatwasstartinga churchin Newark.
| wasliving in the Bronx and|l wasliterally sitting ontheledge.
And it waslike shewasacrosshe streetiooking at methrougha
window. And shesaid,” Wantyouto goandsit downonyour
bed. Whatareyoud o i nShéwason anothersideof the Bronx.
“ haveafriendt h aopenisgachurchin Newark,New Jersey.|
think you shouldgo. | think thaty o ufind whaty o u loakieg

fort her e.”
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Thatwasin 1995,in Novemberof 1995, Liberationin Truth
openedts doorsin April of thatyearandl havebeenthereever
since,in andout of addiction,in andout of beingin my right mind
or not. And | havell yearscleanandwhat| havefoundthatrings
truefor me— andthisis aperiodanda dot—is thatcontradiction
doesnot equatenrong. It iswhatis. Welive in direct
contradictionto a numberof things. It is my choiceto standup for
whatit is thatl believein. | * matafan of organizedeligion, but
| believethateverythingis spiritually connected.And just by
virtue of usbeinghere,l believethatthatpointis justified. | just

wantto saythat.

BernardMcAllister: | think | wasvery angryat Godfor manyyears. | think that! just
c o u | comprehendhe epidemicof AIDS. ljustc ou |l dmd’ t .
asmuchasl tried, the conflict wassodeepfor me. It w a s uontil t
hadmaybelO yearsin recoverythatl startedto reconcileand
cometo understandhatGod,for me,is apersonakntity thatl
needto embraceasif | needto embracdhati t dayightoutside.
It is whatit is. | alwaysbelievedtherewassomethingnore. My
motherwasvery savvyin how sheraisedusbecausshetaughtme
aboutBuddhism Judaism.Shealwaysmentioned lot of isms.
Shewould bringh o m esheworksatthe PostOffice, shewould
bringhomemagamesaboutdifferentthings. Ands h esaygd Oh ,
you mightwannalook att h i Becatisé hadaproblemreading
whenl wasachild andl d o rkhowwhatit wasbutic ou |l dn’ t
concentrateandshewould bringhomemagazinesndcomic

books.

And we would awaystalk aboutthings. And | would belike
sevenyearsold andwe rtadkinga b o ul d a.rknotv, we could
betalking aboutthe strangesthings. | d o rkhotvwhereshe

would becomingup with the stuff. We would talk aboutreligion
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JaeQuinlan:

BernardMcAllister:

andshewould havemy aunt,the JehovahNitnesscomeover,her
friend therabbiwho pickedup the mail will comeandspeakto us.
And all thekidswaslike, “ Whigthemanwith the hatat your
hous‘eMNMyhot h Shewahtstotalk. Andit openedmy
mind. But youknow, | wasvery angryat Godbecausé was
losingsomanypeopleandl d i dumdetstand And| ' wneeer
hada problemwith the Bible. But my motherwasahardworking
womanso shethoughtthatthe bestway to raiseusis to give usthe
tools. Shed i dneedthem. Shehadto goto work atnight. But

giveit to kids andwe couldlearnfromit.

And lo andbehold,how aboutl’ still talking aboutthattoday.

T h e mesuchthing ascoincidences And asl stayclean,| just
resolvedmy angerat Godandl acceptedt for whatit was. Just
like hecanaccepimy mistakes] canacceptot His mistakesput
whateverHe doesandwith reasorfor whatH e 'dane.ld o n ’ t
think thateverythingis to be explainedto mewhy thingshappen.|
think theway thingshapperis thatthingshappenyou acceptt,
youlook atit for whatit is, andyou continueto moveon. And you
goonto thenextgalaxy. You goonto thenextplanet. You goon
to thenextchainof thought. Becausef | wasto sit backandthink,
“ W& ohmy God,why would you takethis oneandnotthatone?

And | alwaysthink aboutGodin the personabspecbf it.
TheBible andthe storiesarecute.
In thebook,right?

In thebook. Make greatmanyseries. But theideaof Godto meis
sooverwhelmingandsocomplexandsoloving andl just
understandgt. |1 d o rhaveaproblemwith it. It is whatit is for

me.
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Tim StewartWinter: Okay,w e ’ runeingshortontime sol wantto wrapthingsup
a n dsincethepanet areorganizedoy generatiorandl ’ aurious
whatyou would passon asadviceto the youngergeneratiorand
whathaveyou learnedor seenor knownin queerNewarkthatyou

wantto passon?

Kitab Rollins: | cansaythatmy oneof my missionsn life is to understand
myself. T h a redllyamy mainthingis to understananyselfand
by understandingnyself,| ' ahleto understandheworld around
me, thingsandpeoplearoundme. And sothosearemy parting
words. Justto try to understangourselfandl find thatall the
experienceshat! getmyselfinto, all theexperiencesall the
peoplethatl attractarejustmeango un

[BEGIN SEGMENT8/12]

Kitab Rollins: Understandingnyself. T h e youtwaedmanifestation®fwh at ' s
goingonin my headandin my lifeandin myworld. Andsol ™ m
ableto reconcilethings,movepastthings,understandhingsby
looking at my interactionswith others. Sol saythatto saythatthe
conflictsthatyou manifest thosereally challengingexperiences
thatyoulandin whiley o u gomggthroughit mightseem
catastrophi@andmight seenreally hardandbad.” Wham| going
throughthis? Whatistheu n i v emayofehélmngyou moveto a
betterthinking of somethingAnd i t actgallyto helpyou out
morein life. And so,take all theseexperienceshaty o u gomg
throughthatseemedad,but probablya r e i h & yptolbably
like the bestthing thatcould happernto you andembracat for that.
Like thisis ameando a betterlife for meandthelessorthatl * m

goingto getatthe endof thisis goingto belife changing.

And sojustacceptall thingsthatcometo you whetheryou know

howto doit or notto understandhatthisis areally greatlife that
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you' rlieng, no matterhow hardit mightseem] t a'really goad
life andl hateto sayi t goilsgto getbetter,soundssocliché. But
like seriouslyike asyou matureandy o u ablete seetheworld
throughadifferentlens,y o ureallylbeableto appreciatehose
hardshipghatyou experiencedvhenyouwereyounger. And

y 0 u ablete seehow muchit madeyou the greatpersonthatyou
arenow andthaty o u goimgto begoingforward. Sojusttake
thesdlittle thingsthathapperandembraceahemandlove themand
know thatall thingsthathapperto you, no matterhow you
perceivethem,arewonderfulhappeningshataregoingto only

makeyour life morewonderful.

JuneDowell-Burton: | think beinga Newarktransplant] think I camein with guns
blazing,readyto rip down,teardown,do thingsmy way. But |
think thereis this thing calledtransition. Socomingin like how
whenyour momis — like for theyoungergeneratiorliiket hey ' r e
telling youlike,“ L o ¢ k lpeenthere,donethat,did it already.

Like y o u notpellingnowool overmyeyes.| knowyo u’ r e
goingout, sneakingout with your friends,doingblah, blah, blah,
because did theexactsamet h i M dh.aWwisdem. Whetheror
not you wantto respecit, whetheror not you wantto acknowledge
it, butit exists. Andif it w e r donyourparentsandl ’ using
this alsoto compardike the peoplethatcamebeforeme,soyes,
thereis the LIT, Reverendlanice BishopAllen. Thereis the

LaquettaNelson,Jame<redle.

Somanyotherorganizationsvhoseneck,andl’ ljustkeepit real,
neck,back,areusedto getto wherel amtoday. Sonotthati t nots
appreciatedecauseasa parentyou alsohaveto let your child

grow andbewho theyaregoingto be. Sorespeciwhathascome
beforeyou. You maynotbeableto changeanything,but you

knowwhathascomebeforeyou sorespectwwhathascomebefore
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you. And thereis noonesayingthatyouc a rmoittyourway. | t * s

justhowyoudoit your way is whatmakesthedifference.
JaeQuinlan: Justbewhoyou are.
BernardMcAllister: T h ait. ” s
JaeQuinlan: Right? | d o rthinktherei s thereareno coincidencesBernie.
BernardMcAllister:  No.

JaeQuinlan: Yes. And thereis no guestlist tonighteither,right? Okay.
Havingsaidthat,like thei n v i t goudoameedtheinvitation
to makeuseof whathasbeen. Wisdomis yoursnow. Thereis no
coincidencdahatyou mentionedhis Bridge CalledMy Back
because¢ h aekactlywhatyou havein front of you, a bridgefor
you to walk on, for you to utilize, for youto questionfor youto
analyze for youto contradictfor youto disagreewith. And atthe
endof theday,for youto rely on, for youto respondo, andfor
youthento recreatdhenextsectiono f Souseus. We ' hereto
beused.We ' here,wewantyouto useus. D o njustsit atthe
feetof thewise. Drink from whattheypour. And theypourlots. |
alsowantto sayasthe mostseniorpartof this panelthat50is the

new 30 soyouthengotalot to look forwardto.

As seniorasyou might like to makeus,21% centuryfolkswea i n ' t
thatold. We ' in thistogether. Thankyou.

BernardMcAllister: As | saidbackin whatwould! ..l ' thinkingaboutwhatwould |
offer to theyoungergeneration.| think | canoffer onemessage.
And| ’ goingto tell youwhy. And thisiswhy. Youngblackand
Latino men,beingablackgay, Spanishmalein Americaandyou
would think thattheworld accepts/ou andtheylove you. | work

atUMD andl seeall thebashingsand| seeall theattempted
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suicides Andi t mostlywith theblackandLatino men,the
youngmen. Sotheremustbeamessagé h anbtygettingoutto
them. Thatyouc a nustgiveto thegeneraludienceo saytake
thishome.

| think thefirst thing | needto tell youis thatyou have to learnto
love yourself. Now, don askmehow you do that. Watcha lot of
Oprah. Live class,| sawlastnight. Dr. Phil or justhow you getit.
Getto learnandlove yourself. Not yourbestf r i dovedor you.
Notyourg r a n d mévefoeyou. Mot yourma nlove for
you. Butlearnto love yourselfandl guarantegiout h agbingto
takeyouonaverylongroadandallow youto havesomeself
awarenesandsomeself-loving thatno matterwho youfall in love

with, whereyou go, it will notequalyou loving yourself.

That theonething| wantto say. Somepeoplecallme .l m
morelike the BeaArthur from the GoldenGirls. | ’ thatone.l ' m
thathard. | * guoingto hardrock outmy friends. And | needto
saywhenJamesandthemwere up here,my heartoverflowed. |
wascrying ontheinsidefor thosel miss. And | wascrying for the

youth,for theonestheywill nevergetto me.

Soin sayingthat,enjoytheoldergeneration.You' rgeingto doit
your way regardless Becauseha ’justhowit goes.T h ajust s
thewaylife goes.Y o u gaingto doit yourway. But keep
somewheralittle bit of usin your pocketfor wisdom. Whenyou
feellike y o u gettirgga cold, you takesomethingust beforethe
coldcomesandt h amy bestway of doingit. If | couldchange
anything,l wo u | evenknbwwhereto startbecause t been
suchawonderfuljourney. And justrememberour journey.
Pleasaemembewour journey. And if you makeit to the 50, right

here,w h a goingto happenis thatthereis somebodywhois
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goingto askyou a questionliike howdoyoudoit? And justlike
w e '’ telliag you, you havetheobligationto tell the next

generatiorbehindyou.

Soyou do havetheobligationto somebodyhat somingup. Just
like we havethe obligationto you. And thatwould betheonly

thing thatl couldtell you.

Tim StewartWinter: All right. We areoutof time. | wish | couldaskyou therestof the
qguestions.Buti ttimafor lunch. Sol e give abig roundof

applaiseto the panelistsBeryl is goingto sayafew words.

Beryl Satter Okay. Justto tell everyonewhereto gofor lunch. Lunchis at
StonesbyCommons.| t 91 BleekerStreet.| t Bleskerbetween
Martin LutherKing andUniversityandwe haveanall-you-caneat
buffetfor areducedprice soyou canheadoverthereandmake

surey o u backbere,2:10onthedot. Becauset2:15,y ou’ r e
goingto getto seea previewof afilm thatis beingmadeaboutthe
Newark7. ThesewereNewarklesbiansvho got cawght up for
defendinghemselvesfacingthe prisonsystems.Soyou wantto
seethatandof coursethis afternoonis thefinal presentatiomf the
21thcenturygeneration.Sothankyou everybodyfor comingso

far. | t beenanamazingamazingmorning. And thankyouto
theseamazingpanelists.Again, we shouldall give themonemore

roundof applausel think.
[BEGIN SEGMENT9/12]

Beryl Satter We havethis afternoonthe 21stCenturygeneratiorwho
will tell uswhati tlikeshnow afterall the historyandall
thewisdomthatw e ’ heard. But first | amdelightedto
introduceBlair DoroshWalther.H e 'gangto showan
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excerptfrom adocumentaryhatheis working on right
now,”“ T IFieeThisT i mabdutthe NewarkSeven.
Blair DoroshWalther Hello. Hi. My nameis Blair andthisfilm like shesaid
will beontheNewarkSeven. Thisis justaseveaminute
teaseto the forthcomingfeaturelengthdocumentary.
In 20061 readanarticlein the NewY ork Timesentitled
“ MalsStabbedAfter Admiring A Stran g e The ”
articlemadeit clearthatamanwasandl quote,” Act i ng
in agentlemanlyfashionandjust paidthelady a
compl i ment . ”
Whatl could gatherwasthata groupof womenhadbeen
sexuallyapproachethy a manon the streetandafight

hadbrokenout. | immediatelybeganorganizing.l ' yee
to meetawoman,a gendemonconformingrans,aqueer
youth,who hasnot experiencedharassmenr sexual
harassmenh someform. If it happensn aworkplaceor
schoolt h e atkedstpotentialfor institutional
repercussionsyhy notonthestreet?

All of you know the storyof SakiaGunnandthatof
MatthewSheparcandmanyof you might know the study
thatwasconductechereat Rutgerson the mediaattention
givento thesetwo stories. Two yearsafter Matthew

S h e p anurderthereis overathousandarticleswritten
on him nationwide. Two yearsafter SakiaG u n rthers
werel2.

Laterl foundoutthatthe fight beganwhensuch
commentas” | fudk youstraightandl ’ stick my dick
in youra s sEachof thesewomenwerefriendswith
SakiaGunnandtheyall knewwhatwasat stake. What

resultedfrom thefight wasa manwho hadapproached
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them,spentfive daysin thehhospitaldueto whatwaslater
foundoutto beahernia.

RenataandVenicehadstrande marksaroundtheir neck,
bustedips, blackeyesandoneof thewomenhada
handfulof dreadlocksippedclearout of herscalp. And
finally, all four of thesewomenin their lateteensnever
beenin troublewith thelaw before ,werechargedand
sent@cedwith attemptednurder,varyingdegreeof
gangassaulandassaultreceiving3 to 11 yearsin prison
andRenatdost custodyof her5-yearold son.

Thisis areally complicatedstory. | t notgcriminal
justicestorywhereDNA evidencecanprovetheir
innocence.Theywerethere theyparticipatedthey
foughtbackunapologetically.Thisis astoryof Patrice,
RenataVeniceandTerrain,eachof thesewomencoming
from supportiveandloving familiesandcommunities.
Thefilm will follow thejourneythatrippledfrom the
night of this fight astheystruggledoehindbarsandtheir
fight for freedom.

Additionally, we will highlightthemainstreamme di a’ s
headlinegproviding contextfor the highly racializedand
genderedrocabularythatallowedreades to feel that
thesewerenotreallywomen,thattheywerenoteven
humanbeingsbut a viciouswolf packworthy of no
sympathyor support,andhow this playsadirect
connectionnto ourlegal system.

And | justwantto saysomethingaboutPatriceandshe
remainsthe only womanbehindbars. Patriceis a poet
who wantsto onedayown a spato give womena break
from their daily lives andstruggles.Her brotherwas

murderedby a police officer whenshewasyoungerand
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latersotoois hercousin. Whatdoes it feel like to know
thatthevery peoplethataresupposedo protectyou are
oneof your greatesthreats?
Sothefilm posseghis questionsdowereallylive in a
societywhereajudgeor journalistcanjustly determine
thethreatthata queerpersam of colorfaces. Thisis a
storywhererace,genderandclassintersecieavingthese
womensomeof our mostvulnerableandunprotectedn
society.
To quote—Jame<Credlewho | admiredeeplysaid,” T hi s
isnotanLGBT film. Thisis afilm aboutequalityand
humanr i g hAndtwooft h eT.e r r @otheris B
theaudiencéutl c a rséeif s h ehéres If s h ehéres
canshestandup? Is Tyneshahere?| thinkthatt hey ' r e
comingin late. Themotherandsisterarehere. Is she
here?
And thenwhenyou goouttodayt h e eng€lopeshat
arestampedandaddressetb Patrice. Soif you sofeel,
pleasewrite to herbecauseverytime we screerthefilm
wetry to getabig groupof peopleto sendherlettersand
it really helps. Thankyou.

DarnellMoore Okay. Hi everybody. Sol waslatethis morningand
d i dhavedanopportunityto formally welcomeeveryone
andto saya bit aboutthe conferenceandthe work that
w e ' beendoing. So,h e r teatopportunity. | ’ out
of breath.
Wha t t' s d a@late? Novemberl2th,right? Can
everybodysayNovemberl2th?

Participants Novemberl2th.

DarnellMoore And why is thatimportant?| t importantbecauseve ' r e

actuallymakinghistorytoday. This daymarksa
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particularmomentin thesepatticular timesduringwhich
acommunityof amazingfolk havegatheredo literally
makehistory. The makingof historyis nota projectthat
is relegatedbnly to thosein theacademythosewho do
thework of observingour lives andattendingto our
voicesfrom adistance.But historyis madethroughthe
living andthetelling of ourlives. It is madewhenwe lift
up ourindividual andcollectivevoice.

Thisinitiative,t o d @onferenceandthe ongoingoral
historyarchivalprojectis a collectiveundetaking. Both
seekto makespaceor thewriting of our namespur
strugglespur triumphsin the very grainsof sandthat
cometogethetrto forgethis placethatwe havecometo
claim asBrick City.

So,we queerandallied andblackandbrownandwhite
and youngandold, Newarkerdrom the southsideto the
northsideandthoseof uswho love Newarkfrom afar
gatherheretodayto makelegible our very existencesn a
collectivehistoryof this greatcity. Whatyouwill hear
todayandwhatyou haveheardshouldinspireand
challengeyou. Whatyouwill knowtomorrowbecausef
whaty o u heardtodayshouldmoveyou. Hopefullyto
gatheryour storiesasif theywerestonesandsharethem
aswell sothatlegaciescanbebuilt on eachoneof them.
Soy o u hereenasecondartduringwhichtimey o u’ 1| |
hearfrom ayoungergenerationandt h e aseriptsirein
thebiblethatsays® O wftthemouthofb a b e and.”
typically we think wisdomcanonly comefrom one
sourcefrom eldersbut | think todayw e ’lelarhthat

wisdomalsocomesfrom thosewho comebehindus.
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Sow e ' tlaekfulfor you beinghere. We ’ thamkfulfor
doingthisin thecity. Thisisimportant. | think together
w e ' oreatedaninstitutionthatnoonecanevererase.
Sonolongershallwe betherenderednvisible subjects
of the city becaus@ow theyhaveto tacklewith thefact
thatour namesyour stories,our legacieswill be captured
somewherén thecity,ins o me b bbdawy,'ins

s 0 me b ardhiyealsvayspushingagainstinvisibility.
Soyou shouldgive yourselvesa handclapbecauseaill of

you havemadehistoryby beingheretoday.Ber y | ' s
goingto comeup andsayabita b o usth.goingto
give somedirectionsin regarddo this afternoon. We
hopethatyou will stayandenjoythe festivitiesafterthis.
Soyou havealittle bit of timeto think andy o uhavel
sometime to partyandwe hopethaty o ujoirl uk.
Thanks.

Beryl Satter Hello. | justwantedto just saya few wordsaboutthe
QueerNewarkOral History Project. Thisis in your
programbut you might nothaveseenit. | justwantto
tell you the principlesanimatingthe QueerNewarkOral
History Projectof which thisis anopeningcelebration.
Thesearethe principlesthatwe basethis projectupon.
We arecommittedto inclusivity andaccess.Ouraims
includethefollowing: engagdGBT Newarkyouthin
interviewingeachother,aswell asLGBT adults,the
adultNewarkcommunity,andmentorLGBT Newark
youthto readythemfor careerandhighereducation
opportunities.We will cementcollaborationbetween
N e w a L&BT political, serviceandfaith organizations
andNewarkandNewarkarea,collegesanduniversities

underQueerNewarkOral History Project.
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We will cataloguegollectandmakeaccessiblexisting
interviewsof LGBT Newarkresidentsandformer
residentsncludinganimmensenumberof interviews
which arecurrentlyhousedat Drew Universityandare
only now becomingaccessible Thesewereamassive
numberof interviewsthatweredonein 1990sat the
height of the AIDS epidemic. We arealsogoingto
catalogueandmakeaccessibl¢heinterviewscompleted
byN e w a own'LGBT Commission.

Finally, our goalis to encourage. GBT Newarkand
formerNewarkresidentdo donatetheir papersandother
artifactsto our growing collectionof QueerNewark.

And if anyof you areinterestedn donatinganythingyou
have,picturesor lettersor old emailsor anythingat all,
fliers, pleaseyou could signup outsideto donatethings.

| hopeeveryonegotthesenice,free,beautifulblackpens
thatwe aregiving away. And onthepenyouwill seethe
addresgjueer.newark.rutgers.edif. youlook on that
websitet h e p B a swehavebibliographyabout
gueerNewarkup there,we haveinformationaboutqueer
Newark,aboutsomeof the greatartistswhosework

y 0 u seertoday. And alsoa placewhereyou could
find informationif you wantto beinterviewed,if you
wantto donateanythingtheseareall importantthingsthat
we hopeeveryonehereconsiderseingpartof.

Okay. Justafew reminders.Firstof all, everyoneshould
remembeto fill outtheexit surveysthesdittle purple
formst h airte’ vse r y Iprogtayn!| g réally abig,
hugehelpto usif youwill fill it out. It shouldonly takea
minute. Sobeforeyou go youfill thatoutandyouleave

it outside. T h e raplaceato leaveit.
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And just afew morelogisticalissuesjf y o u pavkedon

deckoneremembeto stopatregistrationon the way out

for your parkingcoupon.

We '’ atbolike to encourageveayoneto stopby andvisit

the“e-z i bwhith’s outsidethere,whichis running

loopsof someof thefireballsthatyou heardaboutearlier

thismorningandt h e anexhibitoutthere. Ther e’ s

alsosomeof the clothingworn at someof the balls,

which werebroughthereby Jame<Credleandarethere

for youto see.

Also, we haveanoral historyboothoutsidethis room. If

anybodywantsto go andsaytheir peacetell their story,

anythingyou wantto saywe wantto hearandyou cango

into the boothand berecorded.

Finally, pleasesveryong h e reeeptisnat4:00,

downstairdn theRobesorArt Gallerysoi t justdiown

thestairsy o usedit.| Butat6:00w e ' havwinga

celebratiorparty performancet CoffeeCaveat 45

HalseyStreet.| t 6:08t09:00. Thisissomething hat ' s

beenorganizedoy QueerNewarkYouthwhich—t her e’ | |

be spokenword performersyogueperformersmusic.

| tjustggoingto beawonderfulthingandeveryonds

invited andpleaseremembeto cometo thattoo sowe

cancdebratethis wonderfuldaytogether. Okay, thank

you.

A few moreminutesw e "havéthenextpanel.
TyneshaMVicHarris Goodafternoon! | amhonoredo beheretodayto

participatein history. My nameis TyneshaMcHarris.

I * imthebusines®f advocatng andworking on behalf

of childrenthrougheducatiorandyouthdevelopmenand

| amsoexcitedto be heretoday. | wassomovedby the
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Kiyan Williams:

previoustwo panelsandl know you or | will bemoved
by thesedynamicyoungpeoplethataregoingto share
with ustoday.

Sowhenl introducetheirnamed ' guingto askall of
you to give themanexcitedapplauseandlove. Is thatall
right? Okay. We haveEryicka, DanielleandKiyan.
Tarellis on hisway. We know life happensandheisin
traffic butwhenheis on his way feel freeto pausemeat
anymomentandgive him the samédove thatyou just
sharedwith everyonetoday.

Sol ’ guingto jumprightin andaskthefirst question.
Talk to usaboutyour childhoodandyour teenswhich
wasnottoo long agoandyour experiences Newarkor
thecity thaty o u fromandw e ’ goirgto startwith
Kiyan.

So,| like to describemy childhoodandmy life in general
bythe3 Gs. | t takingmeawhile to remembethese3
Gsandto embraceandcelebrateahemandthatis Gay,
GlamorousandGhetto.

| wasbornandraisedby a singleparent. My mothershe
gavebirth to mewhenshewas18 soshewaspretty
youngandmy grandmothehasalsobeena hugepartof
my life. Sol grewupin avery strongfemalepresence
anda strongfeminineenergyandsol wasavery
effeminatechild andl alwayslove to performfor my
motherandmy grandmotheandmy mo t h @irifriensls.
| feellike | knewhowto voguebeforel knewhowto
walk. Andsomymo t h feendswould comevisit and
| would beyoungandl wouldjustl i k tBeywould
comeover| getexcitedandl like goandgrablike a

towel, wrapit aroundmy waistandjustlike strutup and
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downandbackandforth like | wason therunwayfor my
motherandherfriends.

Whenl wasyoungalot of p e o p thepeoplein my life
atthattimetheyreallytheycelebratecaindtheyhelped
mecelebratavhatl ’ eometo understanéismy own
feminineenergy. Like | remembewhenl wasyoungl|
considemy grandmothem gaycoachwe hadgay
mothersandgayfathers. | considemy grandmothemy
gaymotherbecauses h gustthisreally sortof, like

s h eadiva. S h gjustdike thisfierceolderwoman. She
hashernailsthatarelike thislong alwayshot pink or
orange.

ShecallsmeeverySundayto tell mewhatshewearsto
church. SolastSundayshewore a blackleatherminiskirt
andacheetattanktop overasheeiblouse.Andsos h e’ s
justlike thisfabulousdivat h awthéred getit from. And
soall thesewomenin my life helpedcelebratedneand
who | was.

A turningpointin thatwaswhenl gotolderwhenpeople
startedto careabouthow | carriedmyselfandhow my
bodymoved. And sol remembefifth gradebeinga
distinctturningpointin my life. It wasw h e rfifth
gradewaswhenlike, you know, kids canbealittle cruel.
Everyonehadsomethinghatpeoplewould pick on you
about. And sofor mepeoplew o u | rdy.thingwasthat
like | wasgay. | wasflamboyant. | wasafag.

| remembein fifth gradesoclearin my mind right now.
| wassittingonmymo t hfer i' ebeddridwe were
listeningto MaryJ.B | i @lleumandl ' like lip
singingto“ MYy i f Ehewholetime my wrist waslimp

andmy mothersawme andshesaidstraghtenyour wrist.
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| tried andit just stayedimp. Shewaslike straighten
your wrist. Shetook my handandstraightenedt but it
keptgoinglimp andshegotreally angryandfrustratedat
meandl ¢ o u | uhderstanavhy, thefactthatshe
wantedmeto straightermy wrist.

Fifth gradeis whenshetook m e .thatsummershetook
met o l.livedin EastOrangeatthistime shetook meto
Oval Park,signedmeup for football andl remembeshe
told my coachand| wasstandingright therenextto her
shesaidl needyou to teachhim howto beamanbecause
lcan’ t.

Fifth gradewasthefirst time that! told my motherthat|
wassexuallyabusedandat thatpointthe feelingsthatl
felt asfifth gradewasalsothefirst time wherel hadmy
first crush. My fir s tthis.guywhowason my football
team.l wroteaboutit, | hadthis little Harry Potterjournal
andl wroteaboutit onedayandmy motherandmy uncle
hadfoundthis journalandtheywerereadingthroughit.
And | remembercomingin thehouseandl seethem
readingmy journalandl wasjustlike this fear,this
anxietyjustwaslike in mebecauseshewasturningthe
page.l d i dwahntherto getto this pagesol runin the
housel snatchedhejournaloutof herhand,ranto the
bathroomjoreit outandjustlike flushedit downthe
toilet.

T h awherd realizedalot of thesefeelingsanddesires
andemotionsthatl hadwereconsideredinacceptable
andt h awthénkfirst begantrying to consciously
concealindhidethosefeelingsthatl had Butit wasa

glamorouschildhoodotherwise.
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DanielleCooper

L e tseed grewup chubbyandasatomboysold i d n
necessarilyhavethe,heyl wantyouto dressin skirtsand
stuff, unlessl hadto matchwith my sisterbecause do
haveatwin andshe '’ lilse ahood,skinnyversionof me.

| t notegamelike s h eshuktHis placedown.

| liked my childhoodbecauseny brotherw a s n | hiave.
anolderbrotherandh e hoshammernailssavvyatall.

| amthehammerandnail savvyperson.| reallydid n ’ t
havetheissue.lwa s hi kwed.i dhavedreligious
family andstuff like that. Howevermymo t h ®dedf s
thefamily kind of like knewthatl wasatomboylesbian
andtheytried to inchmy momto havemedo different
things.

Like I ' inside watchingthe gamewith all of theguys

andstuff like thatand| gettold go outsideandplay. Do

what? With thegirls? T h e ynbtplaging,t hey ' r e

standing.Playingrequiresdirt. Theyd o Hikeit. That
waslike prettyokay.

I knewthatl hadthesefeelingsbecause wasraisedon
cableandwhenyoud i dhaved child lock onthebox. |
knewthat“RenandStimpy’ wasgayandl knewthat
HBO on Thursdaynightsafter 11:00someinteresting
thingscameon. And thatwasmy sexualeducation.
Everythingkindof | i kiew.a s avéntike areligion of
Christianity. It wasareligion of like w e * ablack
family andin the suburbsWe arecompetingwith other
blackfamiliesin thesuburbsaslong aslike you dress
accordinglywhenwe needyout o andl playedthe
pianoaswell.

Sowhenthe peoplecameovermy mothersatmedown

andl wasjustlike [Pretenddo playthepiano].S h elikes
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look at my daughtersheplaysthe piano. Becausef
coursetherewasthis Asiankid wholive like downthe
streetandaroundthe cornerwho waslike achampion
orchestrdreakingviolinist andstuff by thetime hewas

10. 1t wasdisrespectfulike no competition. | justc a n’ t .
Thingsd i draeallytchangeor meuntil aroundfifth
gradeandstuff like that whenmy momwasreally sick of
pressingmy hair becausesheknewlike shecouldrunthat

hot combthroughit butl ’ guoingoutsideto play
basketbalandi t sweetenedut. Shegotmeapermand
thenit wasjustlike | needyouto startdressingn girls
clothes.

Andthenl dressin g i rclothesandsherealizedthe
extentof my femininity will terrorizeeveryoneandl was
onelike | wastrying to playit straight.| ampretending

thatl like him butl ’ ahoutto go hamonthis

pretendingD o nmakemewrapmy hairupin adoobie
andeverythingl will fightyou.l d o rcardéif hed o e s n’ t
like mel will fight you still.

And thenthatwaslike aroundthetime wherelike fifth
gradeeverybodyis like ohy o u aleskanandl wasjust

like kind of yeah.l told this onegirl who | thoughtwasa
lesbiantooit turnsoutshew a s nDegressing.

| realizedthatpointin timethatlesbianw a s agoad

word. | realizedalittle bit afterthat,likeJ e hov ah’ s
Witnessestopby andsincelike myfamilyd i d n’ t
necessarilyet themin, theyleft thingslike pamphlets
andcartooncomicbooks. Theyleft onewith like Sodom
andGomorraandl readit. Sol ’ like ohcomicl like
comicpictures. Flip, flip, menlaying with men,come

andlet merapeyouwhoa. A little concerning.
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EryickaMorgan

Thenyouflip overto thenextpageandi t likeghiskind
of really PG, | triedto doa PGdoneorgy sceneandthen
afterthati t fires Everythingis gone.And thenit was
kind of justlike homosexualitys this andthat, Levitical
codeandstuff like thatandl wasj u swow.thatsucks.
My childhoodwasokay. It wasinteresting. Whenl was
like chunky,| coulddressin anythingl wantedbutwhen
like | startedto kind of fill outt h awthénkwasexpected
to kind of stop andkind of adhereo the genderrolesthat
wereassignedo me. It waswhenl d i dthatlike |
needecdareasomotto.

Soi tkingof like | playedbasketbalbndt h awthénks
gotreallyinto sportsandstuff because waslike if | do
sportsl candressn sweatpantandbasketbalshortsall
dayandl canjustbefine with it.

And thenl cameinto my freshmanyearof high school
andstuffandlike I d i d nthigwasthe mistakel made.
Idi dtell’'my brotherandmy sisterwhoweregoingto
thesameschoolas| wasthatl wasalesbian.Theyfound
outwhentherestof the schoolfound outwhenl decided
it wasokayfor meto takethe hugegayflag andlike wrap
it aroundmyselfbecausé wantedto beinvited to thegay
tablewherethe cool kids were.

And of coursein highschooll d i dnecedsarilyhavethe
wardrobeto be hangingout with the cool gaykids but of
courset h aanothsitopic.

Well havingthe childhoodto mewaslike kind of

difficult thing. | grewupin ahomewith my grandmother
andgrandfatheandall my brothersl wasbasicallylike a

boyin thehouse.| wasstuckwith my brothers] was
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rougherthanall my brothers.| wasablejustto godo
thingsthattheyc o u | db lut | tvasalwaysfeminine.
Everybodynoticedit like elementaryschoolthatl was
feminine.No matterhow muchl fought,no matterhow
muchstuff | started ho matterhow manygirlfriends| had
theyalwayssensdike, h e gomgto begay,h e gomgto
begay,h e gomgto begay.

Soanyway,asmy yearsof growingup | just basicallytry
to fit in with societywith my brothersl triedto dothe
thingstheyweredoing. My grandfathemwaslike really
stricton mebecausdewasfrom the South.Sol usedto
alwaysdancebecausé surived wrestlingand| usedto
watchNitro Girls. He usedto seemedoingadance He
usedto kick me.H e 'sal/boysd o rdantdike that.
Sol kind of knewlike if | wantedto be gaythenl knew!|
waslike oh 1 wishh e | hateto saythis, | wishh e diel
sol couldbegay.| wish shedothis sol couldbe myself.
He alwayssaythatif y o ubeghyw e ’ goirgto send
youdownSouth.Y o u natgeingto beup herewith us
becausaved o nwaritnogaypeople.T h a why your
othergay,faggot,cousinsc a rcomearoundyou because
t h e gdyandleavethemin Virginia.

Sowhenl gotto fifth gradel foundmyselflike the other
two overherefoundthemselvesMy grandfathepassed
whenl wasin the sixth grade.Somy grandfathedied
whenl wasin sixth grade.l justbecamemore,like | was
like thisis it. My grandmotherjust me[and] her,my two
brothersor whateverSol justbasically,like running
arourd in sixth grade.

I hatedit though,| still hadgirlfriendsbut| was

becomingmorefeminine. | wouldlook in themirror and
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sayoh maybel wantto getlong hair?Sol triedthe S

curl. | tried all the stuff like all theboyswasdoinglike
theregularstuff. And thenlike wheneverybodycamel

told my motherlike | wantto getgirl pantsandshesaid
youc a mitl pants. | saidwhy? Shesaidbecaus¢é hey '’ r e
for girls. | saidnoit d o rsaythatin the storethat! went
to. Shesaidyeaht h e yort girle | saidall rightthenl ' m
justnotgoingto askherto getit.

Sothenl startedsneakingout goingto The Globe. | used
to sneakout. | usedto climb downthefire escapeandtell
my brotherd o rsayhothing. | usedto havemy clothes

in abag.l usedto changeputmy clotheson. And then
oneday| wentandgetmy nailsdoneandl forgotthatl
hadnailson becausé wasin boysclothesandl usually
getmy nailsdoneandmy hadgrandmothecamein and
shemademe somebreakfaseand| grabthe plate.Whenl
grabtheplateof food shed i dsayndthingandl was
unawarethat! still hadnailson.

Sothereforewhenl cameout my wholefamily was
sittingthereandt h awthéntheygotlike verytoughon
mewherel hadto makedecisionsitha to be myselfor
letthemcontrolme.Andmyg r a n d many whele ...
family my motherslappedmeto thefloor andmy
brotherswasthere,my unclesandeverybody.

And my mothersaidthisto me.You knowwhyld o n ' t
wantyouto be gay?l saidwhy? Shesaidall faggotsdie
from AIDS andl d o nwarttmy sondyingfrom AIDS. |
said,howdoyouknow! ' guingto beafaggot?

And shesaidyeahbecauseg o0 u wearaagnails,y ou’ r e
goingoverhere,y o0 u goingto wearthis stuff andthen

it wasabig thing, big shé saying. If | wantedto staya
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TyneshaMcHarris

Tarell Gregory

gaymaleit wasacceptabldut sincel wantedto bea
transwomarit wasout.

Soat14or 151 just packedall my stuff up andl just
kindly of went.Sothatwasmy childhood.

SoTarrell,we cangive Tarre | |

Sothequestionis to describewvhatyour childhoodand
teenswaslike.

Is thison? Okay. Let mestartoff first by apologizingfor
my tardiness.| ' aurrentlyactuallyundergoingalot of
dentalsurgerysomuchthatl w a s suppbsedo behere
today. But | told my dentistl ¢ a mmisdthis for theworld
sol ’ harein front of youtoday.

My childhood,wow. It wasinteresting.l wasv e r @ ...
child I wasveryinto drawing,gettingin troublein school
notfor startingtroublebut drawingtoo manyanddoodling
too muchon a picturethenon the backof my homework.
Growing up, oh goshforgive me.

Homelife wasprettynormal. | w o u | sayl wasspoiled.
It wasonly meandmy brother;we grewupin projects
mostof ourlife. Gaylife w a s reallyacceptedn my
home. My mo malduslim. My grandmothewas
Christianso thatwasinterestingiving with.

Wewe r @grewu p .Ld o rthink | knowwhatto say?
| nevercameoutto my family. | neveroncesatany of
themdownandsaidheyl ' gayor | like menor anything
like that. It justkind of cameout astheystartel seeingmy
creativesideandtheway | carefor peopleandthingslike
that. It waslike oh you know, alwaysignoredit sol grew

up,d i dpayattentionto thequestion.
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As | gotinto my, | would saymid-teensis whenl started
havingthatinfatuationfor menandit waslike wow | * m
looking atthis guyin gym classor why am|I in swimming
andnotgettingdresseand| ’ jost payingattentionto
everybodyelsegettingdressedAnd | ’ like oh my gosh.
T h awherd knewl ’ like okayl havesomethingon my
handshere.

| ignoredit, kepton with thegirlfriendsto pleasemomand
pleasegrandma.l meanthatkeptme out of Churchand
[unintelligible - 00:02:23]. After awhile | saidl ¢ a o t
thisanymore. | stoppedying to everyone.| nevertold
themthetruth but| stoppedying. | thenjustwenton
beingsingle. | saidif | ¢ a ratethe menandbeaccepted
| justw o ndateanybody.

Growingupt h ahbw I prettymuchwasprobablyuntil
like few yearagoand| ' gay.

TyneshaMcHarris Soall of the panelisttouchedon schoolbutw e ’ goiregto
talk alittle bit moreaboutschoolandl ’ guoingto start
with Danielleto talk abouttimeswhentherewas,if there
wassayspacesit schoolandtimeswhereschoold i dfeel t
like safe,affirming or acceptingspacewhatthatwaslike.

DanielleCooper T h a anintgrestingquestion. Oddly enoughat my school
therewasa GSA. Therewasaffirming spacedike | hada
gymteachemwhowaslike obviouslyadike. My brother
told mewhenhehadherasfirst year,| gotadike asa
teacher.Ourvice principalis agayman. He will possibly
hit onyour manfriend. Do you knowwhat! * saying?
| tjusdike goodtimes,goodtimesgaysaround.
Formethesafespacewvasthe GSA honestly. It wasthe
cafeteiathatw a s theésafespace.It waslike thelocker

roomthatnecessarilyv a s theésafespaceanditwa s n ' t
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the safespacebecaus®f otherstraightpeople. Becausd
waskind of knownaspersonasif youwantto fight | will

fight youi tnomoblem,l ’gbHomeandstaytherefor

two weeksandcomeback;still gotanA in my class.

But, it washardbecauseé felt like my safespacesve r e n’ t
necessarilyith like the gaypeopleat my schoolandthat
waskind of touchedonit, like | d i dhavethefashion
sense.Whenl wentthere,| cameout my motherwasnot
happywith me. Shethrewawayall of my girl clothesand
everytime | boughtmanclothesif theywe r emy ’ t
brothersortheyw e r enyf & t Isleethrevsthemaway.

Sol waswearingwhatmy brotherdid notwearfrom

Ma c yandSearghatsheboughthim like yearsprior. | * m
like | wentshoppingandh e justlike nothisis goingto
makemegetbeatin school.| ’ ghoppingat Express

because ’ fin

Sol waswearinghis stuff andheinformedmethat| had
brokenthe chainof historyin dykedomin my high school
becaus¢herewasneveranonswaggydykewhod i d n ' t
dresdike freshto death,until | camethere. With thetwo
sizesoversizedboyjeansthatl stolefrom[myl]br otsher ’
closetwith like therainbowbelt tied madtight andlike a
shirtthatl pickedupfromS p e n ¢hatl obwsously

w a s suppbsedo bewearingatschoolbecauseé her e’ s
justlike, how do you like your pussywith awhole bunchof
catsonit? Y o u rerremberthatshirtif you sawit, you
knowwhatl ’ saying?

| wasakid thatwentto schoolandthenkind of like
changedandstuff andl cameoutlike yeahl * frashand
somebodywalkedpassedvith a JeanPepesuitlike full -

fledged. | remembepeoplewere still wearingPhatFarm
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andlike Fubuandl wasjustlike really?l ’ mutflier than
PhatFarmandFubu?Man,Ma ¢ ys'msessingup. But
yeahthatwasreally interesting.

It wasl i1 ktaepeoplethatl wasnottoo keenon like
sitting nextto in the cafeteriaandstuff thosewerethe cool
gaykids andstuff like that. Thosewerethe peoplethat

d i dgotothe GSA meetings.Whenl wentto the GSA
meetingd wassurroundedy awholebunchof white kids
with like dreadghatlistento Immortal Technique andMos
Def andshit,andthatarereally like concernedvith the
plight of brownpeople.| t likeswvhoa,how manyAfrican
Studiescoursedid you takein this school?

But like, yeah,basicallymy safespacesverethe GSA and
thenmy safespacedbecamany teacherandl went
througha breakupandthenlike everynow andagainolder
gaypeoplewould belike youknowwhatl ' guingto take
you outsomewheravheregaysareprevalent. Where

y o0 ubehappyandy o ulealelvith somebodyThe
Globe.

Andtha 'whenl wentthereandt h awhénlgke | was
exposedo my first transonewaslike oh shelook good
dang,yo. Andtheywerejustlike, her? | '’ like yeah.l * m
goingto the bargettinga drink andeveryapplemartini the
greenonesandtheplasticcupsy o urénhembeif you
went. And theywerejustlike | * ahoutto gotalk to her,
aboutto gotalkto herandt h e justlikesall right gofor
it.

Heyhowareyoudoing? Andt h e yustlikeeyougota
numberandeverything?Yeahmans h esoced, swaggy
manswag,swag. All of asuddent wasjustlike, afterthe

wholenight,youa i peepedhatA d a na’ psp lyeu...
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EryickaMorgan

a i nPaus&Remembewhatshelookedlike andl was
justlike shelookedbeautifullike Amazoniangoddess.|
love brownpeople. | love women. | love gaypeople.
Thankyou for takingmehereandthenit wasjustlike sorry
s h dransitioningandl| wasjust like sodoesthatmeanwe
c a rbéfriends,l d o rknotvl ’ aonfused) d o rkhotv.
But yeahl gotto really kind of find out the betterpartof
thegaycommunityby kind of goingto the GSA andgoing
to like AsburyPark. And then,my blackfriendsrealized
thatl washangingwith white gaysandstuff like thatand

t h e yustlikeeokayl e takegoutowherewe goand
theny o ubedkay. Sol gotalittle bit of both.
Soyeshigh schoolwasa beautifulyet shitty experiencdor
me. But all thoselike awesomecool gaypeoplethat

w e r any frigndsthent h e ynyfrieadsnow. We ’ r e
friendson Facebookswag.

Samequestion. Soschool,wheredid you find safespaces,
in otherwordshow wasit not safeandthenwhereother
outsideof schooldid you find community.

Well in high schoolfor meit w a s reallylike no
organizationgor gaypeople. It waslike, all the gaysthat
wasbasicallytherewhenl| wastherewe all arelike
transwomamow, sol takethataslike we werelike popular
in our schoolbecausgeoplewaslike | wantto bei n we
wentto go cheer.Wejustwould! i kiet.likesupergay.
Sotheboysit waslike thosefaggotst h e grazy. &hey
cometo schoolwith pocketbooksandstuff. Sonobody
really messedvith us. Majority of us,like we lived in the
hood. Sotheyknewthatlike our brothersalreadywasup
there or all of ushomiesor whatever. Sobasicallywe just

gotby or whatever.We foundlike safespacedike meand
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friendsthataregay, ProjectWow, AAOGC or whatever.
We just usedto go thereandmeetup andgetcounseling
andstuff andhangoutandbascally getto talk or whatever.
It wasl i kleowcouldl putit? As asafespacewe
basicallyjust hadeachotherlike to talk to, to counsel
becauseherewasnothingfor like trans. Therewas
nothingfor me everythingwaslike gaymanonly andwe
didn ’ fetel comfortablewith identifying asbeinga gayman
becausegaymanc a nelateto atranswoman.
Sothereforet waslike safespaceusjustcomingtogether,
sneakingout goingto the Globe,seeinghenightateach
otherhouseclimbing throughthefire escapendstuff like
that. We createdour own safespacefor transwomen.
Canyoutalk aboutProjectWow andAOGC?

| startedattendingProjectWow like 10 yearsagoandit
waslike alittle small,little spaceon thethird floor or
whateverandit wasfor menwho havesexwith men. It
wasbasicallylike justthefinding out somethingat Project
Wow.

SoProjectWow | ' gayingit w a s for methenbecause
thatis focusedmorein gaymenandwith becoming
transgnderit waskind of like shaky. Sowhathappened
whenwe weregoingthroughour changesthe office, the
African-AmericanOffice of GayConcernustwascoming
into existencewith GaryPaulWright.

Someandmy friendswe startcomingdownthere.Gary

d i daare. Wewasyoung. We wasoff thehook,running
into hair stores snatchinghe hair. Soit wasbasicallyjust
doing,like all thenegativestuff buthealwaysl i kfas...

office wasalwaysopenfor usto talk or we know we
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DanielleCooper
Tarell Gregay:

neededo comesomewheg, we [were] downtown,
anything.

We know thatwe could comethere,we cansayit andwe
couldtalk. It theyneverranusaway. He nevermademe
feelasthoughthatit waswrongbeingatransgendeor
because¢heyw a s furidedfor transgendethen,thatwe
w e r alfowedandthingslike that. Soit wasprettycool.
Well, althoughmy high schoolwastypecastasthe gay
schoolwhichwasMalcolm X Shabazzid o n ' t
personally—

Thatwasarainbowcity, Tarell.

Id i dfeeltitatwaywhenl wasin highschool. | would
saytherewasalot of homosexuapeopleinsideof my
schoolbuttheyw e r eout Sotechnicallythatstill means
y 0 u in as&raightschool.

As far assafespacesreconcernedunlike everybody|

d i dhavemanyp e o p | dei .dreallytalkin high
school. | tfairyt h eall. aboutwork or notwork but
reallyd i dtalk, Itd i dreallytsocializemuch. | founda
havenoutsideof schoolandoutsideof my homewhichis
alsoProjectWow. Like Eryickamadementionof it was
mainly focusedon menwho havesexwith mensol took
refugein hereandl metsomewonderfulcounselors.By
theway ProjectWow is in 393 CentralAvenue,North New
Jerseyfor all you menwho havesexwith men.

It wasa greatexperiencdor me. | t defsitelyaneye
opener.It wassuchadelightfor mejust comingfreshoff
theclosetto seesomeonavho hasalreadybeenthrough
everythingl ’ aomplainingaboutandtheyactuallytaught
methroughit andit will belikeoh,| ’ mattheonly one.

Sothatwasgreat.
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| think thatwasmy only refuge.Thatandmy bathroomso
I me a nt .h anthérethemagichappens.But it wasa
greatexperienceand!| ’ traly, truly gratefuland
appreciativeof the manthat ProjectWow hashelpedmeto
becomeandhelpmeto find myselfandbecomeproudof
whol am.

Forme,schoolw a s it.wasaduality. At timesit waslike
avery affirming safespaceandattimesit wasjust like
hell. 1 wasatthe pointwhenlike | really learnecthatlike,
therewould betimeslike in themorninglike my mother
will dropmeoff andl '’ bkedatchingthe busto schoolandl
wasjustwalk aroundschoolbecausé d i dwahtto go
inside.

Thatconfrontationl felt, becausgiou know like people
would belike ohlike Kiyanis afag,h e gag. Really,it
toughenedne. | waslike eitherl ’ justgoingto sit down
anddreadgoingto schoolall thetimeor| ' guingto have
to fight back.

And so,in middleschoolis whenl really learnedto just
toughenup, fight backandbasicallyl wentfrom being
bullied to beinga bully, which is unfortunatelyhow it
operatesandyou know the hierarchyof middle school.
Thenl h a dl..! alveayshadalesbianteachewho always
offeredl i kywuknow,who alwaysjustlike noticedme
andoffer somekind words,someempoweringvords. |
remembemwhenl wasin middleschooll hadthislesbian
mathteachemndyou know we would, like hiking and
picking eachotheris like a big thingin middle school.

We werejustlike all dayw e ’'béin class. We would like,
gangup on groupsof kids all day. We would justtease

eachotherandit wasareally big thingin my school
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becausegou know, kids tormenteachothersomuchand

w e ’'belike soemotionallyvulnerable.Butp ut t i ng ...
causingsomuchpainandtraumato eachotherbut that
beinglike how we operatedandexistedlike on a daily
basis.

And soonedaythisteacheshesatdown,shesatl i kwe...
hadawhole,shesatthe entireclassdownfor lunchandshe
justtalkedto us. Shewaslike you knowwhatpeopleare
different,peoplearegay, peoplearewhite, peopleare
darkerskinnedandt h anbtarsasorfor youto, you

know, treatsomebodywithout dignity andrespect.And so,
thosewordsreally stuckwith methroughoutherestof my
educatiorexperience.

Whenl wasin high schoolagainl had,andl wasout, | had
threereallywonderfullesbianteachersvho just really took
in, like you know, took all thegaykids andtheynurtured
us. We hadthis thing calledGayCare. We would, during
my junior/senioryear,it wasmeandlike my groupof four
or five lesbianandgayfriendsandwe werereally close

like really tight with our historyprofessomwhowasa
lesbian shewasout.

We would kick it herclassroormnto like 8:00,9:000 " ¢ | oc k
atnightandjustlike, you know, talk aboutgay stuff, talk
aboutmusic,we would dance. Shewould feedus,
sometimesve would go out Thenshestartedtakingusto
New York, just creatinga spacefor usto just befree,be
who we are,embraceourselvesandembraceour difference.
And thenin my senioryearin high schooll hadanother
wonderfullesbianteachemwho helpedusfoundthefirst
GSA chapterin my high schoolwhich really createdandit
wasreally well receivedandacceptedn my school. Soit
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Kiyan Williams:

helpedcreatdike justagreatclimatein thes ¢ h o o |
atmospheréor all of thelesbian,gayandtransstudents.
And shealsointroducedmeto alot of LGBT writers of
colorandjust historicalfiguresof colorandt h aatso s
wherel foundalot of my community,my senseof
community. | remembeshefirst introducedmeto James
Baldwinwhenl firstreadGi o v aRoan whenl first
learnedaboutBayardRustinandl sortof justdelvedinto
their histories their own personaktoriesandjust found
myselfin theirwords. Foralongtime thatwasalsowhere
| got my senseof community.

All right. Kiyan touchedon mentorship.Canyou all think
of amentorin your life thathelpedsupportandguideyou
andtell uswhotheyare,howtheysupported/ou, why they
weresopowerfulin your life?

Again, thosegreatlesbianteachersvho arenow friends
they werereallyjusta f f i r mtjustgnonumentaln
my life. 1 ' justgoingto namethemjustto give themthe
respecthattheydeserve.

Jessicdlores,shewasmy History teachemy junior year.
MaraHues,my Englishteacheduringmy senioryear,and
Ms. Bell, shenevertold usherfirst name. Shewasreal
low-key aboutthat.

But eachof themtheyreally sharedheir lives with us,
especiallybeingin aschoolwherethereis alot of politics
in theeducatiorsystemaroundLGBT identity, thingsthat
canbecomevery controversial.

And sofor themto havethe couraggustto bewilling to
sharethis partof themselvesvith us,sharetheir lives with
us,l ' lkeento all of theirhomes.T h e yinvitedusinto

theirhomes. | know all of their partners. | mettheir
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families. Theyreally sortof justlike broughtusin andthat
madea hugedifferencein my life.

Right.

Geezyeah. | would haveto sayeveryteachethat! hadin
high school. Like Ms. Fisher this really awesomeyangster
Jewishwomanwho waslike yeahmanl organizedwith the
Black Panthers.Black Panthersveresodownthe Jews. |

d o rknowwhatthesenewblackpanthersaredoingwith
theirlives. Shewasa chick thatbroughtin the copy of
Mein Kampfandpissedoff therestof the Jewslike what
areyou doing. We haveknow thy enemy. Shewasjust
reallyawesome.

CarolJohnsonrestin peace Shewasthe onethatmade
surethatl wasneveraslateto schoolasl would havebeen
if shed i dseeémewalkinglateandpick meup. Shewas
theplacel wentto go do homework.
MarybethBoggerwho worksat NJIT. Whenl cameto the
first AALLU conferencénerelike first onel knewof,
African AsianLatino LesbiandJnited. | hadoriginally
cameto seethis exhibitdoneby TaraLakewho wasatthe
time runningSistersof Sakiaandwastalking aboutqueer
historyandstuff andl did notknow thatthis conference
waslike $175.00. It wassomethinghat,somethingd did
not havein my pocket.

| kind of like, | wasdressedndl cameandl wasreally
excitedandl hadabuttondownandeverythingl waslike

ohmanl ’ really excitedandthenl gotto theregistration

table,sawthenumberonthe pageandmy facewasl i k e ...

it waslike wantingasTonkatruck andyou got Barbiefor
Christmas.It hurtsomuch. | wasjustlike oh,oh. You

meanl gotto gohome?

107



| wokeup at like 8:30to gethereandshelookedat meand
shewaslike no, no,no comeon yeahyou comeon. She
gavemeanametag. Shegave meapamphletandshesaid
sitin thebackandt h awheéres metParisHarris,who
taughtmehowto beabutchandkeeparelationship
functionalandhealthy,keepmy egoin check.

T h a alsovgherel foundoutaboutLIT andthisawesome
workt h abeingdonein Newarkandl metlike Janycenot
toolong afterthatandJae. After thatJaehasjustbeen
keepingmeafloatoverthe pasdike threeyears like come
to Jae Jike thisis whathappenedae,ands h gustbke
why do you live thatcrazylife of fuckery? | needyouto
stop. | needyouto getyour life together. And | waslike |
gotyouJael ' ahoutto getmy life together.l would
leavelike six monthslaterl comebackandl got my shit
togetherkind of.

But yeah,wow. | remembet wentto New Streetfor the
first time andeverything. | walkedin andwasjustlike hey.
It wasjustsomuchlike e v e rlikelwo u | evanbet
ableto standherewithout alsosayingthe lunchaideswho
gavemeluncheventhoughtheyknewmy parentsvere n ’ t
giving me moneyfor lunchlike thatbuttheystill mademe
asandwich.

Thesecurityguardswho keptmefrom gettingexpelledbut
d i dstopnefrom gettingsuspendedYou know what

| ' gaying? tlikesrecognizehatyou did something
wrong. | m notgoingto saywhenl gotto thefight.1 * m
justgoingto saythatthefight wasoverwhenl gotthere

andthatyou weresaidto bein thefight, notthaty o u’ v e
startedt andthatyour watchgot takenoff andusedas

brassknuckles whateverwhateve, tomato,tomato.
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Custodiansvho werelike, watchedoverme andfed me
dinnerbecause wasl i kte h.ahbw | gotschoolpride
because hadnothingto do afterschoolbecausehe cool
gaykidswentanddid theirthingandl w a s netessarily
in thatso | wasaroundthe schoolpicking up trashand
cleaningtoiletsandfloors with them. Theytook mein and
if theysawmein the hallwayeveni f like theycould
havebeenleavingto go takea smokebreak,to go get
Chineséfood, to goto thebankto comeback.T h e ynbtr e
supposedo bedoingthat. Let mebeoutsideandseeif it

w a s anissue.

Soyeah like everybodythatkeptmeonthetrackthat!l was
supposedo beon. | ¢ a rstopwithout mentioningthe
white Ms. Johnsorbecausé mentionedheblack Ms.
Johnsonputthewhite one,t h anty hosnie. She
introducedmeto Anytown, whichis this leadership
programandwhich basicallytook kids from all around
Newarkandtook themto thewoodsfor five daysto discuss
theissuesaroundlike race,gencer, sexuality,classismjust
like theismsof the shitthatwe weredealingwith. | really
gotto hangoutwith like 50 peoplethatl hadnevermet
beforeandjustlike cry our eyesoutthefactthatwe

Cc 0 u | beoursdalvesn theworld thatwe oftentimeslive
in dayto day.

Soyes,awesomenentors.

EryickaMorgan Growingupin ahigh schoolandstuffl d i dreallythavea
mentoror anything.l hadorganizationdike | mentioned
earlier; AAOGC andProjectWow thatl wentto, to talk to
peopleandlike I missedalot of years of my youthdueto
somethinghatl did. Sol w a s reallyaroundlike for my

youthyears. Butliken o w ...
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EryickaMorgan ...S 1 f ¢ bBareandl ' duoingthethingsthatl haveto do
| would saymy mentorwould haveto be my gaydaughter
becausavithouth e r1 think shepushesnelike to wantto
do better. Whenl seeherandl think thatl know
everythingandshemakesmerealze like whatyou seein
yourself,y o u seeirgsomebodyelseshemademerealize
you coulddo somuchbetter.

D o nbelike therestof thetransgendewomen,youd o n ' t
haveto go dothat. Shejust motivatesme. Like whenl

think of justturningbackshealwaysmakessureshegives
methatextrapushwhenl needit.

Somy mentorwould haveto be my gaydaughter.Thank

you.

Tarell Gregory Typically in the gaysubculturevhenyou comeout of the
closetusuallyyou areassignedvhattheycall gay parents
andthe gayparentssomehowthe universebringsthemto
youif y 0 u gomggo getthem.

In my own casel wasissueda gayfatherby the nameof
HassarRobinson.| knewabsolutelynothingabout
ballroomscene®r gaylife or The Village or ProjectWow
or anythinguntil I metthis youngman. | pretty[of] need
help. | wasprettyin needof helpandhe gavemethehelp
thatl needed.He told metheinsandoutsandd i djudyet
meonthethingsthat! did do buttold mehowto ration
myselfsoit wo n besooutthere.

| learnedhow to moderatehis andhowto speakin proper
etiquetteandthewholefashionthingandsopeopled o n ’ t
talk aboutmebecausé wasalwaysdepressedboutoh

why do everybodyalwaystalk aboutme. He waslike no,
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nodon 'worry aboutit. If y o u gomggto doit doit this
way andl really appreciatehat.

Asidefrom thati t likesomanypeoplewho idolizedand
| haveto makementionof themlike RodneyLongwhois
someonavhol ' seersincel cameoutjustdodgngin
andoutthecommunityor somewheravherel ’ keenjust
giving, giving nottakingand! ’ justlike ohwow,
awesome.

Thenyou haveyour DarnelMoorewho is justsomeone
who | aspiredto bewhosetakenthatextrastepin
everythinghedoesandh a swordsc a rexplain.
RustinBlair who wasoneof the manycounselsat Project
Wow who knewwhatwasin mebeforel did andcontinue
to pushmeeventhoughl refusedt alot of thetimes.

Oh my gosh,TamaraFleming. | love your photography.|
mean | couldgoonbutl ' guingto stopthere. Somy
mentorsdefinitely wasmy counsein ProjectWow andmy
gaydad.

It is nota coincidencahatmanyof the nameghatwerejust
mentionedarein the audienceight now, sothatdeserves
rourd of applause.

Givenanothershotl d o rkhotwhow | couldforget
Darnell. Sol justwantto give him anotheroundof
applause.

| feel soashameaf myselffor forgettingthis manwho
cameinto my life my senioryearin high schoolwho | met
in thisveryroomatthis verytable. | wasinvited to speak
aboutLGBT concernsn N e w a reducasorsystemwith a
conferencehatwasorganizedoy Darnell. Whenthe
universebroughtustogethertherehadjust beengreat,

beautifulthingsthathawe happenedincethen. Yeahthis
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manhastruly beenlike aninspiration,amentor,afriend, a
brother,asister,a“bristef’ aswe say, justawonderful
person.

TyneshaMcHarris Shoutout to theannualSafeSpacegsonferencdook out
soonfor adatenea you. Sol e talk alittle bit about
religionandtherole thatreligion, if it hadplayedarolein
your life andyourf a mi life ariddanyaffiliations thatyou
havenow andanycomplexthatmayhaveemerged.L et ' s
startwith Tarell.

Tarell Gregory Okay. Well like | madementionearliermy momwas
Muslim andmy grandmawasChristian. Sol wentfrom
churchto readingthe Quranandkind of flip floppedalot
mainly because wantedacceptancé&om bothof them.

At theendof theday| think | cameto termswith just
believingin a higherpowerandl believethatliving in that
type of chaoticsituation;whatit did teachmeis how
[unintelligible - 00:04:49] andnotjudgepeopleon
differentreligionsandthingslike thatbecauseheywill go
bad andforth for abouthow this s right andthis is wrong
andl justsitin themiddlelike well why ¢ a mwé do this
andcompromiseandbadabingoadaboone v er ybody ' s
happy.

And solike t h athie bnething it taughtmeaboutliving
andt h e soenangdifferentreligions. | ' ahristianand
|’ vary happywith that.

Kiyan Williams: | currentlyd o nderttify with anorganizedeligion. | do
identify assortof spiritualpersorwho believesn ahodge
podgeof bunchof differentnewagestuff.

But | wasraisedmy motherwasneverreallyreligiousatall
but my grandmothecomesfrom southerrBaptistchurch

andsofor awhile | did goto churchwith her. But whenl
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wentto churchwith herchurchtaughtmehowto begay.
We all knowwhenyou look atthe choir you knowthe
dudesn the choir singinghigherthanthe girls everyone
acceptaandembraceshem. Theymaybewhatyou call
themalittle funnyorohh e differentbut you know people
collectivelyacceptin their own codedwordsthatthat
persons gay.

Justthe flamboyancyof the African-AmericanBaptist
traditionreally resonatedike | would go to churchandl
wouldjustlike reallysit therelike the preachewould be
preaching] w a s reallylistening. | wasjustlike looking
arourd theroomclockingwhateverybodywaswearing.
Thebroughtout somefiercefits for church. Until | got
olderandgot boredwith churchthatwassortof whatl
haveappreciated.

A coupleof my unclesareMuslim sol practicedislamfor
awhile. Butthenwhenl startedto just questionorganized
religion| stoppedbelievingin sortof organizedeligion.
And sortof wantedto getawayfrom thesereligious
ideologiesanddoctrinesthatsaidl s h 0 u bexéstn * t
And sol hadafriendwhowasBuddhist. | tried thatfor a
minute,d i dreallytwork for me. And somethinghat
actuallyresonatedvith mefrom theearlierpanelsthatwas
really sortof describemy religionis thatself-love is sortof
whatl believeasin areligionwhich alot of the panelist
earlierspokeabout.

| truly believethatinsideeachandeveryoneof uswe have
alove,abeauty,agod,agoddesshatwe needto
rememberndembraceandsharewith otherpeopleandwe
c a rindthatexternally. You knowwec a rind thatin

andherman,anothemwvoman,from afriend, from aplace,
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TyneshaMcHarris
DanielleCooper

from anitem of clothing. We really haveto find thatin
eachandeveryoneof ourselvedecauseve haveit in us.
Everythingthatwe doin life shouldreflectthatandshould
helpusbring outthatinnerbeautysothatwe canshareit
with eachother. Sot h amy relggion.

All right.

My Facebooksaysthatl ' s@riousjt saysthatl ’ like a
follower of Christwith Buddhisttendenciesomelslam
reservationgndlike aspiritualquestor journeyor
somethindike thatwith anunderstandingf goodandevil
andthemarriageof heaverandhell or something.

Yeah,l d i dactuatlyhavea problemwith religionuntil |
foundoutthatreligion sortof hada problemwith me. That
wasmy like wordbook. Seeif | d 0 rhaveanissuewhen
it comesto the sanctuarybut whatever.

Sothatw a s my igsue Jlike whenl wasyoungerandstuff
like thatlike | would pretend wasa preacheand
everythinglike thatandit was really goodtimes. Theissue
camein whenl cameout, andwhenl cameout my sister
theyfoundout my sisterwassexuallyactiveandtheythrew
usbothin thechurchlike Jesushelpthem.
Theythrewmeinto the churchandl wentwith rainbow
beltson every Sundayandlike it wasnotagame. Me and
this otherAG atthetime like herwhenshewentto church
eventdike shewould dresdike aboy butwhenshewentto
churchhergrandmothemadeherdresdike agirl.
Soafterchurchshewould bereally pissedoff because

s h ehavdthesewhite stockingson andthe skirt andthis
ugly blouseandberets. | lookedoldersowe would walk

downl would gogeta Lucy andw e 'wdlk up anddown
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smokinglike trying to look cool andeverythinglike that,
you know.

Of coursel hadthis really cool kneelengthchocolatgacket
thatwentwith my only tanoutfit thatl woreto churchand
mademelook somucholderwhenl woreit. But anyway,
andmy parentdried to takemeto bible studyand
everythingandl remembethattheytook meto bible study
andwe goton SodomandGomorrabiblical quotewhatever
andl waslike soyou believebeinggayis wrong?

Soy o u felingmel couldbeagoodperson] canhelp
others,youknowwhat!l ' sayinglove my neighborlike |
love myselfandy o u telling methatl ' gtill goingto go
to hell becaus®f how | love? Thewomenwho werein my
all-w o me Biblesstudygroupsaidyesandl promptlygot
backinto the carwith my momand| saidif youtakeme
backto this bible study againwe ¢ a rcomiebackto this
church.

Sincel wasknownfor beingtherecklessonethatwill take

abeatingustto makeapointandto embarrasp e o p bhe ...

| will embarrass] o nmakemeembarrasyou. Like when
| cameoutt h awthénkreally gotto sayto my parentsand
meanit. D o nmakemeembarrasgyou. Like therearegay
peopleherel canfind themd o nrmakeme,youknow.
And theymademe go backto churchandpromptlyyou
know!| ' sayingatthechurchfield trip to gayday,| mean
thegospelfestat Six Flagsl thensurefoundtheothergay
people. We wereall atthebackof thebusandwe all came
outlike it wassmilesandgigglesthe entiretime.

| wasmoreor lesslike aterrorin churchandthenl wenton
the Equality Ridewhich wasa socialjusticebustour

throughthe southwherewe wentto conservativdaith-

115



basednstitutionsto speakto themabouttheir
discriminatorypoliciestowardstheir LGBTQ students.

T h awherghereligionconversatiord i d nitwa.s n ' t
like religion thisis somethinghatsomeones usingagainst
me. It waslike religionthisis like adoctrinethatpeople
believedin thathascausedike irreparabledamageand
painto memberof my community.

| ¢ a nl heedto know moreaboutthiswork. | needto
knowwhy | cangoto onechurchandtalk to onepastorand
theysayonething andl cangoto anotherchurchl talk to
anothempastorandsaysomethingotally different. Th at ' s
whenit waslike usingthe Bible to healwhereothershave
hurtandsaewedpeopleup.

Like whenl metanex-gayfaceto faceit wasthe most
emot i dn adeercriedsomuchjustunderstanding
thatsomebodymadea choiceto not bethefullnessof who
theyareandhow crushingthatis to your soulbecause

y o u realhdike, theseareall of my friends,like imagine
theseareall of your friendsbut you understandhatthe
reasont h e y 0 u #iendsis becauseg o u notoet,i t ' s
becausgiou havechoseno live alife t h anbrinathat
otherpeoplecanswallowandaccept.

| wasjust! i k lemeanl did my jumpingaroundwith
religionin termsof yeahl did the Quran,| did Buddhism
andeverythingbut | wasdrawnbackto Christianity

because feellike i t notbeingtaughtthewayi t ' s
supposedo be.If thatis going to havepeoplestart
businessebke not nonprofitslike businessemaking
billions of dollarsjust sothattheycanbring ski slopesn.
Not sothatthekids canhavelike snowandanewform of

recreationno.
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Theywantto bring thatsotheyhavemorekids to cometo
their schoolsotheycanteachthemmoreof like their
lessonf hateandintolerancel ' justlike | ' awerit.

| " sorry.Andt h akind of§oneof thethingslike ld o n’ t
necessarilgeemyselfaslike thisis theBiblei ttheword,
breatheandeverything.

But | do understandhis is anawesoméookof storiesthat
hasbeenusedto inspirepeopleandif youlook atit from its
historicalandits culturalcontexty o ufind algreater
understandingf whattheword revolutionmeansthe
greaterunderstandingf who Jesusvasin the contextof
thattime andforeverandall.

And you understandhatthe Bible, Jesudove[s] revolution,

| e tmnakechangehappen.L e tspeaktruthto power,l et ' s
showthe hypocrisyof their lawsandbelike you know
whaty o u in afi@eancialcrisisright nowbuty o u saying
thatgaypeoplec a rbemarriedyou understandhow much
of amarketingpoomthatwould beif gaypeoplecanget
married?

Hello? We put businesgo shame.We would like single
handedlyflip thiseconomybuttheyd o nwartour money
becaus®f whatwe doin closeddoorsbut theywantour
fashionadvice,theywantour,you knowwhat! * gaying?
Theywantusto betheret o I..” solonelyandstraightmy
gaymanhold me,takemearoundyour brotherstype of
thing.

Theywantto bearounddikeswho arejustlike yes,yesyou
arestraightwomanl ’ Ieenin love with you for the past
four years,you knowthisbuty o u stilt goingto hangout

with mefor your egoboostandstuf like that.You only say
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heyl gotagayfriendthatd o e sneanit’ humophobic.
Yesit does!

If you haveto saythatyou haveagayfriendto tell
somebodyhaty o u nothemophobigy o u freakeng,
pretty shitty homophobesir. | appreciateghe homoghobes
thatd o nyduknowwhat!l ’ sayinglike fuckswith us
theyjustlike theybackup.

Wrappingthatup, religiontool to heal. T h a my takeon
it.

EryickaMorgan | would like to saythatgrowingupin a Christianityhomel
would haveto saythe churchwould like to saypleasel
forgotto leavethatout. All my sisterswasin churchwho
waslike six andsevenwe usedto know whattime to meet
up to go downstairsvhenthe pastorwasaboutto preachor
whatever.Sol wastobel i k e ...
Churchwasbascally like, my grandmothershemademe
goto churcheverySunday.ltw a s noyds,itwa s no, t
no. It waslike go. Clothesout Saturdaynight, blizzard?
Church.Shed i daareiftwe weresleepingn churchshe
d i daare. Her mainthingwasto look good,everybody,
church.

Sowe basicallywaschurchedup. | usedto getdressed.|
usedto sayl wantto buy newdressclothesbecausevery
yeartheygetsmallerandsmaller. | justusedto goandgo
andgo andthenonedayshenotedlike meandthis boywe
just startechangingtogetherbut shejust usedto watchus
andsaywhy areyou hangingoutwith [Ms.J e r rlitfle’ s ]
grandson.l sayh e mysfriend. Shesayyeahhelook like

h e gosgto begay. And | saywhy do you saythat?And
thenshesayyeahbecausegou will begaytoo| betyou. |

usedto belike no, no, no.
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Sothenoneyearsheknew,like atthe summercampshe
knewlike theyweregoingto teachlike a certainlessonl
guesghepastoralreadybecauseheywereonthe ministry
board sol guesghe pastorknewto sendthe youngboysto
like this little church little retreatthing of whatever And
theywastalking abouthowgaysc a n ’like howi tah s
abominatiomagainstChristandall thatstuff.

It neveroccurredto methat | neverthoughtof myselfas
beinggay. And like Nataliesaidearlier,sheshowed
herselfasbeingawoman. Sothereforel alwaystook
myselfoutthe equationbecausé waslike thosefaggots,

| * motafagot. Sol neverlookedatit like it waslike
[unintelligible - 00:18:19] andsol neverfeltast h o u g h ...
i tlikesstill tothisdayl d o rlike fTheVillage becausé

d o riketo seetwo menreally.

Sotherefordike in churchl neverusedto like understand.
| usedto seelike theguysandl lik e to seethemlike
singingandstuff andl usedto wonderaretheygoingto be
girls like me? | usedto alwaysthink butthenl realizedno
t h e ynorelilke gaymen.

Sobasicallychurchto mewaslike anothethome. | usedto
getupandlike | e gotoshurch,| e gotoshurchandmy
brotherwaslike you wantto go to churchsomuch,why do
youwantto goto churchsomuch? Becausd knewlike
joining the choir andthe backyou seeall the peoplelike
you, goingall thelittle trips the churchgives, all theboys
stayin oneroomandstuff.

Soit wasbasicallyafterlike finding outlike asl gotolder
or whateverand| startedseeingt | i Kk lestartedseeing
churchdifferentbecausdike my grandmotheshejustlike

talking. Whenl startedbringing my gayfriendsaround,
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thebull daggersaandthelesbiansaandstuff. Shew o nlét t
thembull daggersn.
And | waslike someof themgo to churchandsoshe
stoppedgoingto the churchtoo becausshefoundthat|
wastalking to oneof the peoplethatwaslike the big people
to churchandl endedup telling herthewrongthingto do,
shethenleft the churchandeverything.
Sol will justsaythatr e | i gtid @ ® snattertike who
you chooseo call Godevenif you believein yourselflike
you saidthatit wasa godor goddessn you. | think the
thingis thatjustto havefaith andjustbelieve. T h amy s
mainthing of religion. Justhavefaith andbelieve.

TyneshaMcHarris Sowe listenedto the babyboomgeneratiorpaneltalk
a b o udid l.hearall rightn o wtalkaboutMu r p land’ s
talk aboutZanzibar. We heardthe middle generatiortalk
aboutgoingto New York City andseeingMu r p fand’ s
Zanzibarclose. Herein Newarktoday,wheredoesthe
LGBT youthcommunitygo to havefun, placesandspaes
to partyto getentertainmentvhereis the spacenow herein
Newark?

DanielleCooper Is it the Ravennow? | thoughttheycalledit the Raven.
D o nwhispernow.
No,w e ' tnyirg to figure outliket e r rhwastheGlobe
butthenit changed thougt to Ravenandthenit wasthe

Globe.

EryickaMorgan Brown Stone.

DanielleCooper What?

EryickaMorgan Brown Stone.

DanielleCooper | thoughtit wasthe Globe. | thinki tstillsGlobeld o n ' t
know.

EryickaMorgan Brown Stone.
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DanielleCooper TheBrown Stone areyou sure?

EryickaMorgan Yeah,s 0 me t hihnatiietiubt hat ..
DanielleCooper Okay.

Tarell Gregory You cancall it eitheror. The Brown StoneAKA the Globe.
DanielleCooper WhenN i ¢ wadsapenl would goandl would mingleand

getadrink. | ’ dhncealittle bit. | mightevengetanumber.
| tj’ ussltd .o rkhnotvwhereto go now.
TyneshaMcHarris Canyoutalk aboutN i c &littls bit? WhatisNi ¢ k' s ?
DanielleCooper N i c isaspotin CentralAvenueandit hadgaynighton
Fridays. Yes.Clapif y o u beerghere,l ' seenyou.But
thatwasthe swaggyhousemusicandstuff like that. Just
awesomdesbhianam o s tsametimesn coupleform
without anytype of coupleindicatorbutt h aokay.s
| justremembegoingthereandkind of doingthetrial and
error.Y o u gaingto walk to thebarby yourselfy ou ' r e
notgoingto barwith yourbutch.l ’ guingto try to buy
you adrink to startthatconversatiorandthenwhenl give
themthemoneyfor thedrink | * harewith my boo,you
andherenjoythatdrink.
|’ thankfulthoughbecausgouknowl wenttoNi ¢ k * s
andl gotto experienceawhole bunchof beautifullezzies
andl wenttherewith somegaymenandthatwasgood
timestoo. We shutthatplacedownandyeah,goodtimes.
Ni c kvhessarewe goingnow?
Tarell Gregory | wasvery big fan of Mentors,the Globeandwhenl
wantedto do thingsthatwereof agein ProjectWow like
spadesandthings.Nowadayd will sayasfar theyouthis
concernedvhenit comesto partyingandthingslike that
t h e noealosof spaceghatcanaccommodatall the

differenttypesof gays.
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Sowhathappenss eachindividual click of gaysprobably
dotheir own shindigandprobablydo whattheywould a
hotelpartyoraf r i ehoudeanslturnit into the
atmospher¢hattheywill want.Sotheyd o rhavéeto be
aroundsomanyotherthingsthattheyhaveto getadjusted
to.

Sot h awth’ asbeengoingonalot lately. SoRobert
Treatanyone?Thatwastheplace?

Kiyan Williams: | neverreallyfoundaplacein Newarkto party.Like you
know the pier, ChristopheiStreet thoseareiconic
landmarksandyou know like gaymythologywheny o u’ r e
from thisarea. Buti t likesamyth now becausdike the
gentrificationt h ahappening.
| remembethefirst time | wentt o whenl wasin high
schoolwe would go to the pier andtherewould be no one
therebutusor you know we walk down ChristopheiStreet
wed o rséetoo manypeople.If y o u hotokageandyou
d o rhaveaccesdo like barsandclubst h e like ' s
nowhereto go. But | now havea chanceo experienceChi-
C h ibé&faretheyshutit down. You know Secrets s that t
big of asecretyouknowthes e c roer,talot®f gayclubs
andbarsin New York.

EryickaMorgan Well, like yearsagol usedto paty atthe Globewhenit
waslike BroadStreetor whateverbut like nowthetrans
communitywe mainly go to the Pacemakeon Lyons
Avenue thestrip clubs. Sojustfor theintimacy.

DanielleCooper | justwantto!l i kled.a rkhotv. | remembetike
watchingkind of gaymoviesandlike straightmoviesand
stuff like thatandkind of justlike imaginingandkind of
wishingfor like this big, beautifulqueento comeandkind

of seemewalking down ChristopherStreetor the Village
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or somethindike thatandsweepme up with afabulous
line anda hair flip andshitandkind of justintroducemeto
like thegayclubsandstuff like thatandkind of like bemy
ticketin. | tlikedf youd o rhaveafakelD or somebody
to getafakeID from becausé/alley Fair closedi t likes
youreally, you know.
I meani t kindof like youreallyarekind of justatthe
mercyof whatevermartyyou canfind onlike Downelinkor
somethindike thator like whateversodal networking
thingt h e prinowdbecausé d o ngd Downelink
anymorefoo manybadexperiences.
But anyway,| feelllike thatin itself is kind of like that
breaksit off becausét kind of like, | remembehearing
from othergaypeoplelike gayyouthor youngadultsand
stuff like that,theywerekind of taken[to] thoseplacesby
theoldergayfriendsor to-be mentorsandstuff like that.
Theykind of wereintroducedo the safewayto enjoythe
gaysceneandthenot sosafewayto enjoythe gayscere
andeverythinglike that. Aboutthewhat,drugs?
Hi, I ’ sorryplug, my bad.

[BEGIN SEGMENT12/12]

DanielleCooper My phoneis right hereJae right here. Comeon.
Participant Middle agegenerationright?

DanielleCooper Yeah,yeah. You gotabeter phonethanl do, switch?
TyneshaMcHarris You wantto talk aboutTrue Colors?

DanielleCooper Yes.True Colorsis the youthandyoungadultssafespace

t h aranouwof 11 HalseyStreeton Wednesdayfrom 4:00
to like 5:30we haveRandallwhois areallyawesomanan
comeanddo drummingwith uswherewe getto kind of like

goingto djembedo little handdrumsandstuff like that. We
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TyneshaVicHarris

DanielleCooper

alsohavegamenight on Thursdaysaandthe secondandfourth
nightis amovienight.

Thatis aplacethatl helpedcofoundthreeyearsagoactually
whenl originally first movedto Newarkandwhen| waslike
of kind of looking for a spacemyselfandbeinglike all right
soforgetit we haveaspacd e try tasrun programmingout
of it andl e try tosgetsomethingshappening.Sowe have
gamenightandmovienightandl ’ justlike everywhere.
Thankyou Jaefor sitting in thefront row.
OnWednesdayfrom 1:00to 3:00wehaveap r a i roten..
Wednesdaysn first andthird Wednesdaysf the monthwe
havepraiseandworshipservicewhichis areally awesome
thingbecause t kindof justlike praisehow you wantto
praise like bringin music.You wantto sing?T h a ¢ool.s
You wantto dance?l h a ¢ool.¥ou nevergotachanceo
shoutin the sanctuarycomeandshou with usandhavegood
timesbecausave oftentimesknow thatwhile walking this
life andwalking in the fullnessof who we arein ourselves
we definitely needsomespiritualrefueling.

Andi tnorsdenominationasoif youwantto comewith
your praye matandeverythingpleasdeel free.You wantto
comewith your beadspleasedfeel free.You wantto teachus
somethinghewpleasdeelfree.| alwayslike learning.But
the spacds openfrom Wednesdayrom 4:00to 7:00andon
Thursdaydgrom 4:00to 9:00

Onceagainll HalseyStreet All arewelcome.l hopeto see
you guysthere,4:00to 8:00on Thursdaysl t beenan
interestingweek.You gotanythingto say?

L e tgivesaroundof applausdor Jae

Thankyou Jae my mentor. Goodjob boy.
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TyneshaMcHarris

DanielleCooper
Kiyan Williams:
EryickaMorgan

Tarell Gregory

Inthel a sthetwo previouspanelsthelastquestionthat
theywereaskedwaswhatwordsof wisdomand
encouragememwould theyhavefor the generationso come
andfuture generationsindtheyoungergeneratios. What
would you like to sharewith the oldergenerations?

All right do youwantto startthis off?

I’ rolling my sleevesup.

| wantt o with theoldergeneration would like to give
thanksto Nataly tha spokeearlierbecausé ' weeerhada
chanceo meetanolderwomanthatdid somethingpositive
with herselfbecausé hears h etsahoolandshedid all
thesethings. | look now like my generatiorandgeneration
t h aafternseandi tlikesnoschal, like nonothing.
Soto sitin audienceo hearhersaythatshewaseducated
andshedid whatshehadto do without prostituteandno sex
work, no nothingshejust left oneplaceandwentto another
placewithout nothingjustto be ableto bethewoman that
sheistoday.Sol ' really thankful. Thankyou Nataly.
Well, to the previousgeneration| ¢ a rstressacceptance
enoughandthefactthattheyoutharelooking for justthat.
And | know thatat time we canbealittle intolerableand
hardto understando| presento the youthhoweverike
with theright networkingandpersistencgou canfind
acceptancandyou canfind your way aroundall this
negativityt h aotithese.

To theold generationhelpusalongtheway. | meanyou
guysknowy o u beerghroughit, y o u seeng, youknow
thisalready.Help usalongtheway becausé will beworthit
andafterall w e 'bétadkingcareof youwhenyou getolder.

Help usout.
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Kiyan Williams: Whatl would sayto the oldergenerationsijrst is just thank
youfor thepathsy o u embarkedn, for building those
bridgeson your backsthatwe cancrossandthenembarkon
newtrails andcontinueto build uponthatlegacy. And just
continueto supprt usaswe embarkin thoseuncharted
territoriesandjourneysbecause¢hereareof coursealot of
generationatlifferencesWe live in adifferenttime and
spacepolitics aredifferent. Thewaywe understand
ourselvesn thisworld aredifferent. Accept,nurtureour
differenceandlet uscontinueto keepthefire lit.

DanielleCooper Oldergenerationlet debaucheryeignalittle bit. | saythis
becausdearinglike olderpeopletalk aboutlike Prides
beforeandhow Pridewasandhow awesoméridewasand
everythinglike thatl feel like sometimesn this pushfor
marriageequalityyoungpeoplearekind of like yeswe * r e
flamboyantw e ' outéhere.Debaucheryeignsin our circles
andstuff like thatandnow with this pushfor marriage
equalityi $like wekindo f 1..” trging to look asrespectful
andasnormalaspossiblesowe cangetright andeverything.
However,l justw 0 n debauchery, tkingof ahardthing
in ourcommunity. | t kind of oneof thosethingslikewe ' r e
knownfor with straightpeopletoo. Straightpeopled o rgo t
to Prideto supportus. Theygo becauseheygetto wearas
little astheywantandlook at nakedwomenandmenand
f r e a kyoukmpwwhatl ' gaying?Bealittle
flamboyantrambunctiousindthentheygo home to their
regularlives. Debaucherys okay. | like to saythat.
| would alsolike to sayeldersfor theonesthatareout here
continuingto strivefor the mentorsthatareout here for
doingwork in the communitytherearefour or five other

eldersthata r edoihgishit. Socheckyour friendsbecause
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i thardtor e s p oo knowwhatl ’ sayingagroupof
positiveelderswhenyou know theyhangout with the elders
thatyou kind of sleptwith lastyearwhenyouw e r ebfaget
Justsaying.

Sol ’ jostsayingsnap,snaparewe beingfor real,arewe
not?l ’ trying to talk to you all sowe cangetsomethings
donein ourcommunity.If youd o nwaritto hearit puton
Lady Gaga.

But | sayall thatandl ’ alsdsaythatin themidstof all that,
in themidstof all thefuckerythatthe youthkind of bring
uponusandeverythinglike thatpleasgust continueto be
availableandcontinueto tell your storiesbecausdow are
we eversupposedo transitionandreachto the heightsthat

y 0 u reackedf wed o rkhnotvthatlike youwerehanging
outatasimilar Globeof your generatiord o i nygu.know
|’ gaying,interestingdrugsof your generatiorandthatyou
hadto go throughstepsto getto the placewhereyou are
now.

You know alot of timesl feellike thatstoryis not
necessarilyold by elders. The storyof whatyou really went
through,the fuckerythatyou hadto overcomeo bethe
awesomelderthatyou aretoday. | feel like we oftentimes
d o mgétinto thoseconversationslueto kind of boundaries
andwhereyou wantto placethings. Andif y o u mentering
someong/oud 0 meécessarilyvantto jump to thatpart
becausg o u like ethicsandrulesandeverythinglike that.
However,| feellike thosearethethingsandthosearethe
truestoriesthatarereally goingto startmakingpositiveand
powerfulimpactsandchangan our communityespecially
whenl seelike swaggylesbiant h alike’insathreepiece

suit. But | knowthatlike 20,30 yearsagoshewasdressing
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in like skinnyjeansandlike acidwild stuff andshewasjust
ahotmessyouknowwhatl ’ saying?But shedid
everythingthatsheneededo soshecangetto this point of
comfortwhereshecanbewhoevershewantsto be andwalk
strongin herspot.

We just needto know the paththatyoutook sothatoursi s n’ t

ashard.Sowe needto know you guys,period.

TyneshaMcHarris Sow e ' goiegto endonthatnote.L e tgivesanenthusiastic
applause.
Beryl Satter Thankyou all for beinghereandsharinghistorywith usand

makinghistorytogetherl justwantto remindyou again
thereis areceptiondownstairgn theart gallery. Justgo
downthestairsandto therighty o usedit.| Againyoucan
stopbythe” & i byoucouldstopinto thebooththereif
youwantto add your voices.Theboothis up thereandready
to recordyou. If you parkedin deckonestopat registration
for the parkingcouponanddofill outyour exit surveys,
okay? Thepurpleslip is goingto really helpusout.
Okay,byeeverybodyseeyouin the reception And 6:00
tonightCoffeeCave45 HalseyStreet,okay, for thefinal
party celebratiorandperformancef theevening.Okay, 6:00

tonight.
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